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Your mind and heart will be literally filled with God’s Word 
as you study the entire Bible in its broad outlines (““Synthesis”’) ' 
and 18 books in detail (“Analysis”) . . . as you become grounded in 


the great doctrines of the Bible, in Bible geography and history 





‘eel you learn how we got our Bible and how to answer 
criticism of the Bible. Subjects like Personal Evangelism teach you 
how to put this Bible study to practical use. Electives enable ; 


you to specialize in Christian education, home missions or music. | 





Unlimited opportunities are offered for soul-winning and practical ‘ 


experience in all types of Christian service. 


This three-year course, an excellent foundation for all Christians 
regardless of life work, is open to high school graduates who 
meet Institute standards. Help is given students in finding 


employment while at school. 


Fall semester begins September 4. 
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"Rabbit Hill—a small guest home for 
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atmosphere — the quiet of country life— 
appetizing meals, daintily served. Con- 
venient transportation. Open all year. 
For details, write — Miss Lucy Powel, 

R. D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 
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A WINDOW ON THE WORD 

In the first issue to bear the new ‘name, 
the “Window on the World” department 
had one little pane that has been to me a 
very delightful “Window on the Word.” 
The very first paragraph was about a little 
child who said, “a saint is a person that 
the light shines through!” 

When I read the story, of course I 
chuckled. But then came musing, as the 
implications of II Corinthians 4:6-7 began 
to reinforce the child’s Spirit-given ob- 
servation. And then followed a study on 
the glory of Jehovah, following the history 
of its manifestings through Exodus 10:23, 
14:19-20, 40:34-38, I Samuel 4:21-22, II 
Chronicles 7:1-3, Ezekiel 10:1, 4, 18-19, 
11:22-25, Luke 2:8-9, Matthew 17:1-5, 
Acts 2:1-3, Romans 8:18-21, Revelation 
21:23. What a treasure, for us to have 
this same glory in our earthen vessels! 
I have spoken on your story from these 
Scriptures several times, and always with 
blessing. 


Detroit, Mich, 


THE SCOFIELD NOTES 


I have very real occasion to praise God 
for your comments upon the notes in the 
Scofield Reference Bible. During my 
years on the mission field I have had 
abundant opportunity to witness the value 
of these notes, under God, in illumining 
the page of Holy Writ and leading im- 
mature missionary babes in Christ on into 
full rounded spiritual growth. I am glad 
you have written the word that has gone 
so clearly and accurately to the very root 
of the matter, and I thank you warmly for 


it. 
Wm. J. Maynarp 
Africa Inland Mission 
Shinyanga, Tanganyika Territory 
East Africa 


Tuomas M. SELLERS 


ENJOYMENT PLUS 


To say that we enjoy Ererniry seems 
an understatement for it gives us enjoy- 
ment plus. The plus is a deeper insight 
into the Word, a better knowledge of a 
Christian’s duty towards God and govern- 
ment in the world’s present condition and 
a greater desire to make Him known who 
alone can bring peace to hearts that are 
failing because of fear. 

There is only one part of your magazine 
that brings sadness to our hearts and that 
is your exposing of the Catholic Church. 
Why? Well, we live and work among 
folks that are slaves to it and to know the 
reason for all the rottenness and vileness 
that stems from it just makes us that 
much sadder at heart. And we are glad to 
know the facts which help us to present 
the truth of His Word that much easier. 


Mr. anp Mrs. KEEP 
El Salvador, Central America 


GIFT SUBSCRIPTION MEETS 
REAL NEED OF MISSIONARY 


We have been enjoying to the fullest 
and receiving real blessing from the Feb- 
ruary issue of Erernity, and are looking 
forward to the ensuing numbers. Dr. 
Barnhouse’s treatment of “Texts That 
Have Been Twisted” is indeed very bene- 
ficial for those of us in Cameroun, for the 
building program of the Catholic church 
seems to be on the increase. And the tally 
kept of the patients frequenting our dis- 
pensaries, which are 150 miles apart, 
indicate that a generous fifty to sixty per 
cent profess Catholic “faith.” The “gad- 
gets” which are available for the natives to 
purchase provide just the ideal fetish for 
these people to whom “curses” and witch- 
craft are very real. Another obstacle which 
has arisen recently causes us to wonder. 
When a native is asked if he is God’s 





SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


Donald Grey Barnhouse, Editor of ETERNITY: 
August 5 through 12— Mt. Hermon Bible 
Conference; August 20, 27—St. Luke's 
Lutheran Church, 46th Street west of 8th 
Ave., New York City; August 19, 26—Tenth 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia. 

Robert R. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor, English 
Bible, Muhlenberg College, Allentown: 
August | through 5— Lakemont Bible Con- 
ference, Altoona, Penna.; August !2 through 
19—Trinity Lutheran Church, Palmerton, 
Penna.; August 12 through 18 — Methodist 
Bible Conference, Pocono Plateau, Cresco, 
Penna.; August 20 through 26— Tri-State 
Bible Conference, Port Jervis, New York. 

Vance Havner, Writer and Bible Conference 
Speaker: August 5 through 12—Cedar Lake, 
Ind.; August 13 through 19—Southside Tent 
Meetings, Chicago, Ill.; August 20 through 
26—Northside Tent Meetings, Chicago, 
lll.; August 27 through 30 — Winona Lake, 
Ind. 


Peter Joshua, Evangelist and Bible Confer- 
ence Speaker: August 20 through 27—First 
Presbyterian Church, Schenectady, N. Y.; 
August 27 through September 3 — Buffalo 
New York Bible Conference. 

William A. Mierop, President, Philadelphia 
Bible Institute: August 3 and 5—First Bap- 
tist Church, New York City; August 12— 
Grace B'ble Church, Souderton, Penna.; 
August 18—Old Mill Bible Conference, 
Brandamore, Penna.; August !9—Presbyter- 
ian Church of the Convenant, Bala Cynwyd, 
Penna. (A.M. only); August 26—Presby- 
terian Church, Coatesville, Penna. 

L. Sale-Harrison, Bible Teacher and Writer: 
August 12 through 18— Mount Hermon, 
Calif.; August 12 and 19—First United 
Presbyterian Church, Oakland, Calif.; Au- 
gust 20 through 26—Mayflower Congrega- 
tional Church, Pacific Grove, Calif.; Au- 
gust 28 through September 2—First Baptist 
Church, Shaster, Calif. 
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“This is the hour of decision!” You will 
be making new plans for your class to 
meet today’s challenge. Gospel Light 
offers you many new and dynamic courses. 

We invite you to consider these better 
books for better teaching. 

Will you write today? “The hour of 
decision!” 

Henrietta C. Mears, L.H.D., originator 
and Editor-in-Chief of the famous Gospel 
Light correctly graded Bible lessons. 
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child, he will answer in the affirmative and 
follow it by saying he is Catholic. Most 
amazing was one of our medical assistant’s 
reactions. He was questioning a patient 
en this wise, “Are you a child of God?” 
“What church?” We explained right then 
and there the only way for man to become 
God’s child was through the shed blood of 
Christ and salvation through none other. 
But where are they receiving this mis- 
information? It isn’t difficult to assume. 
We are awaiting the future articles dealing 
with this Devil-worship. 


Jane E. PENDELL 


Mission Presbyterienne Americaine 
Batouri, French Cameroun, Africa 
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The Newsletter announcing the 
forthcoming Keswick Convention in 
England, mother of all Bible confer- 
ences, contains the following anony- 
mous paragraphs which are soul- 
searching and spiritually very valu- 
able. 


OTHERS MAY — YOU CANNOT 


If God has called you to be really 
like Jesus, He will draw you into a life 
of crucifixion and humility, and put 
upon you such demands of obedience 
that you will not be able to follow 
other people, or measure yourself by 
other Christians, and in many ways 
He will seem to let other good people 
do things which He will not let you 
do. 

Other Christians and ministers who 
seem very religious and useful may 
push themselves, pull wires, and work 
schemes to carry out their plans, but 
you cannot do it, and if you attempt 
it, you will meet with such failure and 
rebuke from the Lord as to make you 
sorely penitent. 

Others may boast of themselves, of 
their work, of their successes, of their 
writings, but the Holy Spirit will not 
allow you to do any such thing, and 
if you begin it, He will lead you into 
some deep mortification that will make 
you despise yourself and all your 
good works. 

Others may be allowed to succeed 
in making money, or may have a 
legacy left to them, but it is likely 
God will keep you poor, because He 
wants you to have aga far bet- 
ter than gold, namely, a helpless de- 
pendence upon Him, that He may 
have the privilege of supplying your 
needs day by day out of an unseen 
treasury. 

The Lord may let others be hon- 
ored and put forward, and keep you 
hidden in obscurity, because He wants 
to produce some choice, fragrant fruit 
for His coming glory, which can only 
be produced in the shade. He may let 
others be great, but keep you small. 
He may let others do a work for 
Him, and get the credit for it, but He 
will make you work and toil on with- 
out knowing how much you are do- 
ing ; and then to make your work still 
more precious He may let others get 
credit for the work which you have 
done, and thus make your reward ten 
times greater when He comes. 

The Holy Spirit will put a strict 
watch over you, with a jealous love, 
and will rebuke you for little words, 
and feelings, or for wasting your 
time, which other Christians never 
feel distressed over. 


(Continued on Page 41) 





AUGUST 1951 
Volume 2 Number 8 










AZINE OF CHRISTIAN TRUTH 


Donald Grey Barnhouse 

















Editor 
Mary A. Bennett Paul A. Hopkins 
Managing Editor Business Manager 
Contents 
Editorials 
Ciiees Bien --~ Fan Cataat . ; ....<i0..s06 cists sadigenusiea ata *< 4 
True Repentance ; Prayer and Wishful Thinking; Pouting Baby .. 8 
Treasurer’s Faith; Three Months’ Salary ...................... 9 
Articles 
Personal Experiences of Pastor Kim ................020.e cece: 5 
Adorning the Gospel by Ralph L. Keiper .......0.............. 13 
The Nature of True Confession by Donald Grey Barnhouse ...... 18 
Features 
ee A Mh a en an 10 
Tomorrow: Russia Moves to Take Persia .................... 11 
Fe ee ere er eee eee ee 15 
Meditations in the Book of Genesis ................ cee cee eeees 20 
Departments 
i ae Whitin teed s 3 Gcacbisiuhis wcsaaleld lendeae-aahihinek-g aul 1 
NE I 05. oo. 0:4:5, 0 5 sic esis. bal hdne oe nage ales seen 1 
SU SOUMEOT SAO 5 55 osc oc cs cows sinenss ofr bean 23 
EE a eee Meee are Pt 31 
eS | gers OR ee oe ees er a 47 
SURe OET AGO ooo ik oan oan ooo oe en ania wales 48 
DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to 
be a kingdom and to be priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6). 

Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 


the ministry of Eternity and The Bible Study Hour to His 
everlasting glory. 
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Personal Experiences of Pastor Kim Yoon-chan Under 
The Red Regime in Pyongyang, Korea—1945-1950 


As told to HAROLD VOELKEL, Chaplain, U. S. Army 


Pastor Kim had defied the Japanese 
in their compromising demands upon 
the Church, and had succeeded in 
evading capture by them. Upon his 
return to his home at the time of 
Liberation he was therefore held in 
honor by the people of the commu- 
nity, the town of Sung Haw Ri, 13 
miles from Pyongyang. He joined 
Chaw Man Sik in the temporary 
government of North Korea until the 
Russians took over in Sung Haw Ri 
on September 18, 1945. One of their 
first demands was 2 million suk of 
grain and 2,000 head of cattle, which 
Chaw and Kim considered excessive 
and for which judgment they were 
dismissed. Kim as a representative 
leader of the community had been at- 
tending all the official functions, but 
after observing the Russians at work, 
he reached the conclusion that he 
could not subscribe to their regime, 
and on November 5 absented himself 
from a reception for Russian digni- 
taries. An anti-Japanese demonstra- 
tion was held on February 20 which 
Kim was invited to join, but he beg- 
ged off giving poor health as his 
excuse. The local Russian authority, 
a captain, urged Kim to come out, 
“If for only five minutes to say just 
a word,” and sent his car to get him. 
But Kim declined. 


Arrest 


On March 3 two Koreans came to 
Kim’s home; on one ruse and an- 
other they got him down the street 
and blew a whistle that called five 
Russians who drove him to the police 
jail in Pyongyang. In the jail were 
a number of other pastors. At mid- 
night they were released but Kim was 
taken to the court house where he was 
pushed into a dark cell only twenty- 
seven inches square. The cell had a 
cement floor and a ceiling high enough 
to permit him to stand erect but he 
had room only to squat. He was fed 
crusts of black bread and given three 
cups of water a day. In the midst of 
this darkness there came to him the 
words of Revelation 22:5, “there 
shall be no night there.” “Here,” he 





said, “there is no day but only night ; 
in Paradise there will be no night but 
only day.” 


In order to maintain his sanity and 
health Kim decided on a program as 
follows: he would devote in turn an 
hour each day, first to prayer, then 
to hymn singing, reciting Scripture, 
exercising his arms and legs, and 
finally to listening carefully to the 
conversation of the Russian guards in 
an attempt to learn something of the 
language. The hymn singing soon 
came to an end, for the guards would 
not permit the “noise,” and from then 
on Kim was limited to whispering 
his praises. After some days, ap- 
parently after a change in the guards, 
during his prayer hour Kim forgot 
himself and in his fervor cried out, 
“Choo Yuh, Choo Yuh,” (O Lord, 
O Lord). At this the guard flashed 
a light through the peep-hole of the 
cell and saw Kim with eyes closed in 
an attitude of prayer. He opened the 
cell door and in the conversation that 
followed (by pantomime, I suppose) 
when the Russian discovered that 
Kim was a Christian pastor, he took 
his hand and kissed it, and laid 
Kim’s head on his shoulder and put 
his cheek next to his. From then on 
Kim received bread instead of mere 
crusts at mealtime and soup instead 
of, or rather beside water. “I am a 
Christian, too,” said the guard. His 
mother was an earnest believer; his 
father had been killed on the German 
front. 


Questioning 


Once a week in the small hours of 
the night Kim was led out for ques- 
tioning by a Russian colonel, a 
Korean lieutenant interpreting. 


“Why did you go to Theological 
Seminary ?” 


Kim considered this an excellent 
opportunity for personal evangelism 
and replied, “I have been a Christian 
since childhood and from that time 
I have thought of the pastorate as 
life’s highest calling.” 


“What do you think of Commu- 
nism?” 


“The meaning of the word is 
good.” 


“This is the first time I have heard 
a pastor say Communism is good.” 


“In the Bible we find communism 
(Acts 2:44, 45) ‘All that believed 
were together and had all things 
common, and sold their possessions 
and goods and parted them to all men 
as every man had need.’ But that is 
different from what I see of taking 
by force the goods of one man to give 
to another. In the Bible it was vol- 
untary ; and until a man has his heart 
changed through faith in Jesus as 
Saviour, he has no desire to share 
with the needy. To take people’s 
possessions by force results only in 
strife. Nowadays I hear ‘there is no 
God,’ but I also have heard that you 
have Christianity in Russia, and the 
Bible everywhere is the same and 1 
can answer only what anyone in 
Russia would answer concerning its 
teachings.” 


Second interview: 


“Why did the missionaries come 
to Korea?” 

“To preach.” 

“No they didn’t; they came for 
political purposes.” 

“T’ve seen their work for 40 years ; 
I know their purpose.” 


Do not SEND your children to Sunday School — TAKE them 
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Kim’s home town was in territory 
where the Japanese during the war 
had established a military training 
center. In doing so they resorted to 
unfair practices, cheating the people 
out of their homes and land, and Kim 
led in the opposition to these evil 
practices. This had been reported to 
the colonel. 

“Did you oppose the Japanese 
while carrying on your church 
work?” 

“Are not Russia and America 
partners in the U.N.? Why as a 
U.N. partner of America are you 
condemning me for opposing your 
enemy?” 

“You are an agent of America.” 

“T am not.” 

“After enduring some suffering 
you'll speak the truth.” 


“Ts there evidence that I am an 
American agent?” 

At this point the colonel opened 
his desk drawer took out a pistol and 
held it to Kim’s heart. 

“You're lying, aren’t you? Speak 
the truth or I'll kill-you.” 

“Tf I lie I cannot be saved and go 
to Heaven.” 

“What is salvation?” 


Kim eagerly seized the oppor- 
tunity to tell what salvation is, after 
which the Russian smiled, put the 
pistol away and said, “You will tell 
us later about your political activity 
for U.S.A.” 


Third interview: 


“Today is the last interview ; if you 
speak the truth, you will be released, 
otherwise I'll have to keep you here. 
If I bring a witness here, what will 
you do? Will you admit your guilt?” 

“T am not guilty. I will welcome a 
witness.” 


In walked Kim Pyung-jun, gradu- 
ate of our Pyongyang Soong-sil 
Middle School who for some time 
was Dr. Clark’s secretary. The wit- 
ness claimed he had known the pas- 
tor for 10 years, but Kim could 
prove that it had been only two years. 
He was able to discredit all the 
charges. Finally, the colonel yelled 
out in condemnation of the witness 
and asked the pastor if he wanted to 
beat up his accuser. 


“No, I pity him. I don’t hate him 
but I hate his sin.” 
The colonel’s attitude changed. 


Having failed to break Kim he now 
attempted to win him. 


“While you are doing your church 
work couldn’t you at the same time 
work for your country too? It will 
help your church work. In working 
for your country there is much glory 
and authority.” 

“Tt doesn’t mix. From childhood 
I have considered the ministry a 
spiritual vocation. I haven’t the 
qualifications for political work.” 


Release 

Three days later Kim was released 
and in leaving asked his new friend, 
the Russian guard, to be helpful to 
other Christians. They shook hands 
as they parted. 

While Kim was in jail, police had 
ransacked his home, arrested his 17- 
year-old daughter and 15-year-old 
son, and driven off the family. They 
had been accused of possessing guns 
and sheltering Westerners. “We are 
going to kill your father and you,” 
they told the son and daughter after 
holding them a night in jail. 

Upon his release Kim suffered 
keenly from nerve pains in the legs 
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Whether the self-deception comes from a 
psychiatrist, from Christian Science or from 
the force of one's own sinful will power, the 
result is the same. Only the Word of God can 
penetrate the fastnesses of the human mind 
and heart and bring light. 





and from a general run-down con- 
dition. A group of elders in Pyong- 
yang out of sympathy and love for 
the homeless man bought him a house. 
In a few months Kim was called to 
the pastorate of the Central Church. 


Creed must be followed by deed 


The Christian League 

In 1946 Kang Yang-ook attempted 
to organize the Christian League in 
Pyongyang. Kang had been a stu- 
dent in our Soong-sil Middle School 
and College and attended the Semi- 
nary during the war. He was ap- 
parently won over to the side of the 
Russians by an appeal similar to that 
made to other pastors—that by 
siding with the Reds he could help 
his country; and having taken sides 
with the Reds he had to go along with 
them even when he was aware that 
his work meant the extermination of 
the church. 

When word got around that the 
League was to be organized, the 
Pyongyang pastors met, discussed 
its political significance, and out of 
the costly lesson of the Shinto Shrine 
issue under the Japanese decided as 
a group not to have anything to do 
with it. Representative pastors from 
other sections of North Korea were 
summoned for the organizational 
meeting, but aside from Pak San 
Soon, former missionary of the Ko- 
rean church to China, who accepted 
the vice chairmanship of the League 
under Kang, no Pyongyang man 
signed up. This action of the local 
men upset the plans of the Russians 
and for the time being they concen- 
trated on the hinterland. 

(At this juncture in our conversa- 
tion I raised with Kim this ques- 
tion: since the essential requirement 
of the League membership was a 
pledge to uphold the laws of Korea, 
that is, the North Korean Govern- 
ment, by what right — in view of the 
Bible teaching to “obey the powers 
that be,” and on what basis could you 
object? He answered, “With their 
lips they told us that this was merely 
a pledge to obey the country’s laws, 
but by their actions they demon- 
strated that their ultimate aim was to 
strangle the church. We knew Com- 
munism to be sheer propaganda, for 
while promised freedom of speech, 
of assembly, of publication, and of 
religion, we could not preach what 
we wanted, could not meet when we 
wanted, could not print or even 
mimeograph a tract, and our children 
were forbidden by teachers in the 
public schools to attend church.”) 


While the Pyongyang pastors as a 
group had refused to join the League, 
gradually individuals here and there 
were unable to resist the pressure and 
yielded and signed up, and those who 
signed up were granted special 
favors. 
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A Sunday Election 


A General Election was announced 
for November 3, 1946 (Sunday) 
from 5 a.m. to midnight. This Sun- 
day election created a dilemma for 
the Christians for whom it was a vio- 
lation of the Lord’s Day, and they 
asked to be allowed to vote either the 
day before or the day after Sunday. 
When their request was rejected they 
replied that in that event they 
couldn’t vote, but the authorities told 
them that would not be permitted 
either ; they would have to vote. 

On election day Kim’s congrega- 
tion gathered as usual for worship. 
During the service hoodlums came to 
the church and created a disturbance. 
The Christians drove them off, pro- 
tested to the authorities, closed the 
gate into the church yard and con- 
tinued their fellowship. That after- 
noon a Korean army officer came to 
apologize for the disturbance (which 
probably had been arranged), and 
urged the Christians now that their 
worship was over to come to the polls 
and vote. “Why not comply, now 
that you have time?” “Because it is 
the command of God’s Word to keep 
the Lord’s Day holy. And,” Kim 
added, “‘since we could conscientiously 
vote immediately after midnight, can 
you not permit us as a congregation 
to reach the polls a few minutes after 
12 tonight and vote?” “No.” 

When the clock struck twelve that 
night, Kim took the Christians to 
the polls, but they were told the time 
to vote had passed. Voting consisted 
of putting ballots in either a white or 
black can in the presence of the elec- 
tion officials. 

From then on detectives continu- 
ally watched Kim, writing down his 
Sunday and Wednesday evening ser- 
mons and questioning him on them. 
In one sermon illustrating a Chris- 
tian attitude in meeting difficulties he 
said, ““When you see a fish floating 
down a muddy stream you know it 
is dead, for a live fish will not be 
content with a life in dirty water but 
will swim up out of it into clear, 
clean water. Our religion is like 
clear water, the Water of Life, free 
from the filth that brings all the diffi- 
culties and troubles of life.” 

“Ts this not urging the Christians 
to leave North Korea and go South 
(to the American zone) ?” the police 
asked Kim. 


Arrest Again 
On November 23, 1946, three po- 


licemen came, arrested him and took 


him to the police jail. A number of 
pastors were already there. Kim was 
beaten and kicked but not given the 
water cure (water forced up the 
victim’s nose until he loses conscious- 
ness) like the others. He believes the 
others probably received this torture 
as a result of their answering eva- 
sively. Kim was made to lie still, not 
permitted to turn to left or right, and 
having aready been weakened physi- 
cally by his previous incarceration, 
his condition became such the author- 
ities feared for his life and sent him 
to the jail hospital. After a month 
there he was returned to his cell. 
The doctor who recommended Kim’s 





“When | consider Thy Heav- 
ens, the work of Thy fingers, 
the moon and the stars, 
which Thou hast ordained; 
what is man, that Thou art 
mindful of him"? (Psalm 8: 
3,4). William Beebe, the 
naturalist, tells of frequent 
evenings spent with Theodore 
Roosevelt, each one closing 
in the same fashion. They 
would go out on the lawn 
and search the skies until 
they found the faint spot of 
light-mist beyond the lower 
left hand corner of the Great 
Square of Pegasus. Then one 
or the other of them would 
recite, "That is the Spiral 
Galaxy in Andromeda. It is 
as large as our Milky Way. 
It is one of a hundred million 
galaxies. It consists of one 
hundred | billion suns, each 
larger than our sun." Then 
Roosevelt would grin and say, 
“Now | think we are small 
enough! Let's go to bed." 
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hospitalization had attended church 
as a boy. Kim was released Febru- 
ary 28, 1947. 


About April 18, 1947, the Russian- 
American Commission set up by the 
Yalta Conference to establish an inde- 
pendent government in Korea met in 
Pyongyang. When the news of this 
meeting first broke, a number of 
pastors decided this was their chance 
to gain religious freedom. Under the 
leadership of Kim Wha Sik invita- 
tions were sent out to all the churches 
and pastors to take part in organizing 
a Christian Independence Society. 
A number signed up as promoters, 
but Kim declined on the ground that 
it was political. For while political 
agitation was permissible, he rea- 
soned, for elders and deacons as 
individuals, yet it was not right for 


pastors in their official capacity. Kim, 
together with all the signers of the 
petition, were arrested, but after a 
week in jail he was released. The 
signers were later tried, sentenced to 
seven years’ imprisonment and were 
shot when the Reds evacuated Pyong- 
yang, October, 1950. 


Bible Conferences Suppressed 

It became increasingly difficult to 
hold revival meetings and Bible Con- 
ferences. Sometimes non-League pas- 
tors conducted these special meetings 
under another name, but for the most 
part League pastors either did not re- 
ceive invitations from congregations 
to hold meetings or were embarrassed 
to conduct them, since most sentiment 
was anti-League. On August 7, 1947, 
Kim was invited to conduct a revival 
for a week in Sin Wi Joo, border town 
between Korea and Manchuria. One 
day during the meetings his brief case 
disappeared with his sermon notes in 
it and the theft was reported to the 
police. Some Christians said they 
saw the detective assigned to watch- 
ing the members of the congregation 
leave the house with it. Kim got the 
bag back just before leaving the city. 
Enroute to Pyongyang after a big 
send-off at the railroad station by the 
Christians, Kim was taken from the 
train at a small town. During the 
night he was returned to Sin Wi Joo 
and put in the Provincial Police 
Station, so that his whereabouts were 
unknown. Here he was questioned 
on his sermon material. The police 
carefully combed his notes and now 
raised questions like this: What did 
you have in mind when preaching on 
the subject, “Conflict of the Spirit 
and the Flesh” (Rom. 8:5-13)? Did 
you not really mean to use these 
words as a parable to clothe an appeal 
for the people not to follow Com- 
munism but Christianity? Did not the 
flesh stand for Communism and the 
Spirit for Christ, so that they that 
are in the flesh cannot please God? 

Kim was held in jail for three and 
a half months without anyone know- 
ing where he was. By this time the 
condition of the nerves in his legs as 
a result of the first jail experience 
grew worse, but despite the terrible 
suffering he was not allowed to 
change his position from side to side 
but required to remain constantly in 
a fixed posture. From sheer exhaus- 
tion, despite his agony, he fell asleep. 
In his sleep he heard a voice saying, 
“We may boldly say the. Lord is my 
Helper, and I will not fear what man 

(Continued on Page 46) 


If you go toward God, you go away from self 


Avucust 1951 


“I 











TRUE REPENTANCE 


A Sunday School teacher once 
asked a class what was meant by the 
word “repentance.” A little boy put up 
his hand and said, “It is being sorry 
for your sins.” A little girl also 
raised her hand and said, “Please, it 
is being sorry enough to quit.” 

There is, indeed, a vast difference 
between the two. That is why the 
Lord said through Joel, “Rend your 
hearts and not your garments” (Joel 
2:13). In the Orient, the tearing of 
clothes, the wearing of tattered gar- 
ments was the sign of mourning when 
it was obvious that the person appear- 
ing in such rags was not a beggar. 
The people of Judah had gone far 
from the will of the Lord. He had 
sent a plague of locusts upon the land 
and the crops had been devoured. 
Following this a drought had come 
and the fields had been burned brick- 
dry. Joel preached to the people, tell- 
ing them that they certainly deserved 
all that the Lord had sent upon them, 
and that they should repent. But he 
warned them that they were to repent 
from the heart and not with mere 
outward show. It was not enough for 
stubborn men to go on in their sins 
with a sanctimonious show of mourn- 
ing when their hearts were angry 
because of the rod and they were de- 
siring to continue in their old ways. 
“Rend your hearts and not your gar- 
ments.” 


It is so easy to put the responsi- 
bility off on someone else — even on 
God. I recently saw a cartoon which 
showed a little boy down on his knees 
saying his prayers, and the caption 
read: “Please, God, try hard to make 
me a good boy.” There is no doubt 
that the Lord is more than willing to 
cooperate with us but He will not 
force His way within and mesh the 
gears of righteousness for us. There 
are things which we must do our- 
selves. We have to be willing. And 
if we find ourselves unwilling we 
must perhaps even pray, “Lord make 
me willing to be made willing.” In 
all cases there must be a persistent 
intellectual assent to our own guilt 
and our own need. Then we must 
look at the cross of Jesus Christ until 
the need and the provision come into 


the same focus. Then the sorrow for 
sin will get out of our heads and into 
our hearts. Then we will not only be 
sorry for sin, but sorry enough to 
quit. It is the cross and the realiza- 
tion of the love that was manifest 
there which will ultimately bring the 
sorrow, the victory, and the blessing. 


PRAYER AND WISHFUL 
THINKING 


“Tt is my contention,” says a cor- 
respondent, “that wishful thinking is 
often confused with ‘guidance’ by the 
Holy Spirit. I do not deny that the 
Holy Spirit guides —I merely state 
that lots of things we think are right 
are the result of wishful thinking and 
we have talked ourselves into believ- 
ing that our desires are God’s will. 
Of course, too much rationalization 
can result in having no convictions 
about anything, but it seems to me 
that we should use logic to some ex- 
tent. However, I realize that one of 
the more subtle forms of pride is to 
allow yourself to figure out your 
problems intellectually without ad- 
mitting that you mightn’t be as 
spiritually discerning as some.” 

Yes, there can be no doubt that the 
flesh is very cunning, and one of its 
most subtle ways of working is to 
intrude into the place of the Spirit 
and to attempt to take over the direc- 
tion of life under the guise of being 
the Spirit and imitating His voice. 
In reality He is grieved and stilled 
and flesh does all the talking. 

The answer is that we are told to 
trust in the Lord with all our heart 
and are commanded not to lean upon 
our own understanding. We are or- 
dered to acknowledge the Lord in all 
our ways, and then we shall have 
direction. It is one more of the many 
verses in the Bible where a promise is 
given after the statement of certain 
conditions. We want the promise, 
but we are not ready to have the con- 
ditions fulfilled. There must be a 
turning away from the supremacy of 
our own reasoning. We must recog- 
nize that it is colored by the desires 
of the flesh. Everything must be sub- 
mitted to the Word of God. 

The question of our “ways” is the 
key to the problem. The Holy Spirit 
shows us immediately if any of our 


ways are not the ways of God. If you 
surrender in all your ways, the an- 
swer is a flat certainty—-He will 
direct your paths. Only if the 
Christian knows that he is not walk- 
ing in some definite way of God of 
which the Holy Spirit will be quick to 
convict him, can there be any question 
of the reality of the guidance by the 
Lord. Anyone who is out of the ways 
of God, of course, will soon fall into 
living by wishful thinking and will 
confuse his own mind with the mind 
of God. There is, indeed, great 
danger. 


POUTING BABY 

I have just been watching a baby in 
a bad temper. The mother, whom I had 
never seen before, told the child to 
come inside. The child, about two or 
three years old, rebelled with no un- 
certain terms and gestures. The inci- 
dent took place in a hotel. The mother 
said nothing but went inside and 
started toward the stairs. The child 
came inside and stamped her feet. The 
mother continued on upstairs and out 
of sight. The child went to the foot of 
the stairs, crying, and started slowly up 
the stairs, stopping occasionally to 
stamp and cry the louder. The mother 
was nowhere to be seen. I followed the 
child, and eventually she got to the top 
of the stairs, turned down the hall and 
came crying to a door and entered in. 
That is the last I saw of her. 

But the scene came back to me again 
and again as an illustration of how so 
many of God's children act with Him. 
He gives His commands, and the Holy 
Spirit has told us that they are not 
grievous (I John 5:3). Yet we stamp 
our petulant way, step by step, drawing 
back from what is certainly better than 
our own choice, and ultimately we 
make a little progress. 

Why can we not learn that His ways 
are ways of pleasantness and all His 
paths are peace (Prov. 3:17). Mark 
well that declaration —all His paths 
are peace. And that word means just 
what He says. 

It is only when we are outside the 
Lord's will that there is difficulty in our 
lives. There may be combat — terrific 
combat—but it will be with the enemy. 
In our own hearts there will be peace 
when we are in the will of the Lord. 
When Saul was struck down on the 
road to Damascus the Lord revealed 
that it was hard for Saul to kick 
against the pricks (Acts 9:5). All the 
hardness was in his own way. There 
was no hardness in the way of the 
Lord. 

Oh! baby Christian! Stop your petu- 
lant crying. Stop stamping your foot 


A “white-washed" Adam is not a new creation 
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against the Lord's will. The Lord's 
way is the best way. Believe that fact 
implicitly and He will bring you on 
your way rejoicing, because it will no 
longer be your way but His way that 
has become your way also. That is the 
path of peace. 


TREASURER'S FAITH 


We heard a talk by a budget offi- 
cial of one of the great denomina- 
tions, and it was on a high spiritual 
plane, and was a blessing. It included 
one statement that was startling and 
which began a long train of thought. 
He said something like this: “I think 
it takes a very special brand of faith 
to be a church treasurer. The preach- 
er generally does not know the 
amount of the gifts of any member 
of the congregation and can look 
every person in the eye without any 
thought of judgment. But the church 
treasurer keeps the accounts. He 
knows how little some of the big 
talkers give. He has to keep all that 
knowledge to himself. He alone 
knows who is giving sacrificially and 
who is giving God a tip. It takes a 
special brand of faith to be able to 
live in kindness with a congregation 
when you know them so intimately 
through their pocketbooks.” 


It is true that most of us do not 
get an inner view of the habits of our 
friends in church. But the same 
principle can be carried on through 
many phases of Christian living. The 
world has a proverb which says that 
a friend is someone who knows all 
about you and loves you just the same. 
The church treasurer knows much 
about your giving habits and should 
love you and pray for you just the 
same. We all of us should be kind 
one to another, forbearing one an- 
other in love, as the Word tells us 
(Eph. 4:2). 

And we must never forget that we 
cannot base a complete judgment on 
the known facts which we see, 
whether in the sphere of gifts or in 
any other sphere. One church treas- 
urer thought that a certain man gave 
very little in proportion to his seem- 
ing position in life. It was only when 
he learned that the man had a mother 
over ninety years of age and a sister 
who was taking care of her and that 
he was supporting the entire home, 
including a nurse for part of the day, 
that he was able to understand the 
apparent smallness of his gifts. We 
do not have to give an account to the 
treasurer, but we do have to give an 
account to God. 








THREE MONTHS' SALARY 

Churches in America pay their pastors directly. Each church has a 
contract with its pastor, and men serving within five blocks of each other, 
or indeed on the opposite corner, may differ by many hundreds of dollars 
in the amount of money received in a given year. 

In France the Evangelical Church works on a quite different basis. 
Every congregation sends its money into a central treasury after deducting 
a limited amount for local expenses. Each pastor is then paid from the 
central treasury and each man receives exactly the same salary, even as 
a second-lieutenant who comes out of West Point will receive the same 
salary whether he is stationed at a desert outpost or in the nation’s Capital, 
so the pastor of a large city church or a rural parish receives the same 
basic salary. The central office, however, has recognized the need of a cost 
of living bonus for some who are forced to live in the more expensive 
cities. A married man gets more than a single man and there is an increase 
in salary for every child. 

The checks for salary are sent every three months, and since the salary 
is so meagre there are frequently moments toward the end of the quarter 
when life can be pretty miserable for these dear and godly people. I sat 
in a group of them and talked about the second-hand clothing which they 
had been receiving from the War Relief Commission of the National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelicals. One of the pastors spoke for all of them. “This 
coat, this tie, this shirt, these shoes and everything that you do not see 
comes out of these relief boxes. It’s true for my wife, it’s true for my 
children and it’s probably true for 90 percent of all of the evangelical pas- 
tors in France.” 

The basic salary is small to begin with. Most American pastors would 
feel that it would be impossible to live for one month on what a French 
pastor receives for three months. The sacrifice is all the more striking 
since any one of the men could double his salary in one minute by enter- 
ing the government service of school teaching. The school teacher’s salary 
is so low in comparison with the salaries of other occupations in France 
that recruiting has been difficult and so there are many openings. The 
pastors voluntarily face a life of misery. The possibility of alleviating 
that misery is present at every moment, but they remain in the calling 
wherewith God called them and look for their reward when the Saviour 
shall say, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” 

There are 75 of these ministers. They could have an increase of almost 
50 percent in salary if they would accept a call to a church in the large 
modernistic group that dominates the small Protestantism of France. They 
have seen God work in their behalf in a spiritual way and they know that 
the Lord who has called them will bless them. 

I am in constant correspondence with the head of the Theological 
Seminary, the Boys’ Preparatory School, and the President of the Execu- 
tive Commission. The latter is Pastor Jean Bordreuil, a distinguished 
minister, son of a medical doctor who gave up his practice in order to 
become a pastor. A recent letter from Pastor Bordreuil was filled with 
joy and with sorrow. He was thanking me for checks for $4,000 which 
had recently been received, half for the Theological Seminary, and half 
for the Boys’ Preparatory School. He told me that this was an amazing 
relief because the church at large would not have been able to care for ii. 
“In fact,” wrote he, “now late in May the salaries of the pastors have 
not yet been paid for the first quarter of the year.” This means that 
75 families of faithful, devoted, fundamental ministers scattered across 
the southern part of France, received a check on the first of January and 
five months later had not received a penny. It was probable that by the 
end of June they would have received the checks for January to March. 

It is for needs — crying needs — such as this that the International 
Relations Commission of the N.A.E. has set up the Committee on Finan- 
eial Aid to Evangelicals Abroad, which can appraise needs, and send the 
only thing in the world that can be of final help—cash money. Checks 
may be sent to Mr. Paul A. Hopkins, Treasurer, 300 South 17th Street, 
Philadelphia. These gifts are deductible for income tax purposes and if 
the donor wishes, there will be an acknowledgment in either French or 
English, directly from France. 





Life cannot be counted by how long you live, but by how you live 
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Te obedience of Abra- 
ham is unquestionably the reason here 
assigned by God, for the mercy shown 
to him in sparing his son, and for the 
blessing repeated and renewed, the 
blessing of a seed countless “as the 
stars of Heaven,” and “as the sand 
which is upon the sea shore,” a seed in 
which “all the nations of the earth” 
should be “blessed.” And yet at the 
moment when obedience is so highly 
honoured, so abundantly rewarded, 
when Abraham is blessed, and Isaac 
spared, a ram must notwithstanding be 
slain, a burnt offering must be offered 
up by Abraham, “in the stead of his 
son.” And this might signify, both to 
him and us, that no faith or works, no 
fear or love, of ours, can avail, with- 
out the merits of a Saviour, without 
remission of sins by the shedding of 
blood, without the shedding of the 
blood of Christ, that Lamb without 
spot; who, in our stead, was taken, 
that we might escape; and died, that 
we might live forever. Whilst there- 
fore we persevere in well doing; let us 
be on our guard against trusting in 
our good deeds. Whilst we endeavour 
and pray for help, to grow in the be- 
lief of all that God has revealed; let 
us also watch that we trust not in our 
faith. There is no other name given 
under Heaven, whereby we may be 
saved, but only the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. We are justified, it is 
true, by faith in Him (See Gal. 2:16). 





Basil F. C.. Atkinson will bring to our read- 
ers messages from great preachers of an 
earlier time. As Under-Librarian at Univer- 
sity Library Cambridge he has ready access 
to its rich theological treasures. 


CHARLES GIRDLESTONE 


He was a hard-working clergyman, the incumbent for most of his life of mining villages 
in Staffordshire, a fellow of Balliol College, Oxford, and a member of a well-known 
evangelical family. He lived to the age of eighty-four and published sermons and 
several other works. His great work, however, was his commentary, to which he devoted 
much time and energy. In middle life he became a definite evangelical and in 1873 
brought out a revised edition which was more Protestant and conservative than the 
first. He presents a welcome exception to the drift of his times toward liberalism. 


But it is for His sake that we are justi- 
fied. And our father Abraham, it is 
true, was justified by works (See Jas. 
2:2). But it was for Christ’s sake that 
his works were accepted. It was Christ 
who shed His blood. It is in the ever- 
lasting Son that the Father is well 
pleased. It is by Him that He is rec- 
onciled to us. It is through Him that, 
we have access by one Spirit unto the 
Father (Eph. 2:16).” 

Finally, we will turn to the last book 
of the Bible and see how this faithful 
man interprets the vision of Revela- 
tion 5: “This song seems to prove be- 
yond dispute, that the four and twenty 
elders, are symbols of the redeemed 
of the earth. For this is the reason 
they assign why the Lamb is worthy 
to take the book, namely, “Thou wast 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God, 
by Thy blood, out of every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation; 
and hast made us unto our God kings 


and priests.’ And besides this they 
speak of reigning ‘on the earth’; which 
may mean either the manifold advan- 
tages which the faithful have over the 
unbelieving in this life, or some orig- 
inal manifestation of the sovereignty 
of Christ which is as yet to come, and 
in which His people are appointed to 
share. In any case we may learn hence 
to praise our Lord, both for all that 
He has done for us already, and for 
all that He has promised to do here- 
after. He has redeemed us. This is 
done. We have been bought with a 
price. We are His. We have been 
made unto our God, ‘Kings and 
priests.” How is it that we care for 
trifles, when we have a kingdom in 
Heaven prepared for us? How is it 
that we dare to be in anything un- 
holy, when we are all bound, in all 


THE END 





Protocol required Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black to 
attend the funeral of a man he had cordially detested for 
years. A colleague who was late for the services whispered 
in Justice Black's ear, “How far has the service gone?" Jus- 


tice Black whispered back, "They just opened the def 








We know that the eulogy of the deceased is a practice in 
civilization but the Christian knows that after death has come 
there is no further defense. The words may be a sort of 
opiate for relatives if the person has been unsaved, but the 


issues of eternity are settled in this life. 

























Let Jesus saye you from your most deadly enemy — yourself 
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CURRENT EVENTS IN THE LIGHT OF THE BIBLE 


ane Whoves fo py #3 Povsia 


Back in the early days of Hitler when the second world 
war had not yet started, the New York Times published 
a cartoon about the impending struggle between Russia 
and Germany. The cartoon was in two parts showing 
two possible ends of the controversy. One side showed 
the great Russian bear with Hitler being hugged to death 
in the grip of the animal. The other showed a compla- 
cent Hitler sitting in a rocking chair on a bear rug. The 
caption with the cartoon was “Will it be This or This?” 
I published the cartoon at the time and answered that 
the struggle would most certainly end in the bear’s crush- 
ing Hitler. The Word of God gave us no possible alter- 
native. The powers of the North are to dominate all 
the territory outside of the bounds of the Old Roman 
Empire, and Russia is to reach down and dominate 
Germany. 

On several occasions I have pointed out that the 
empire of Russia is to extend over Persia and Arabia, 
and to penetrate into Africa. Today I am concerned 
with the advance of Russia into Persia, first step in the 
accomplishment of her plans in the Middle East; plans 
which are following along the lines of prophecy, which 
is history written in advance. 


Bad News 

In the June issue of ETERNITY in my article on the 
MacArthur-Truman controversy, I concluded with the 
statement that there would be bad news for this country 
by the time my article came to be printed. I am con- 
vinced that two different items of news, each of them 
stupendous when seen in the overall pattern of the news, 
have been published in the last thirty days which augur 
ill for the cause of the West, and which, though shrugged 
off with indifference by most of the American popula- 
tion, will affect the lives of millions of our sons. These 
items concern Tibet and Persia. 

I am faced with some difficulty because of the vast 
ignorance of geography which is one of the marks of our 
day. I was appalled recently, when I read the results 
of a questionnaire put out by the New York Times 
among university students concerning geography. Almost 
no students took any courses in geography in college, and 
most of the students were woefully ignorant of the most 
common geographical knowledge. Very high percentages 
of freshmen and a slightly reduced percentage of upper- 
classmen failed utterly to answer the auestions about our 
own country. When the question dealt with foreign na- 
tions the results were almost incredible. Less than one 







per cent of the freshmen in a group of colleges over the 
country could answer elementary questions concerning 
the rest of the world in which we live. Most of them 
knew a little about Korea, but there was almost universal 
ignorance about our globe. 

I expect a higher average of intelligence on this sub- 
ject among Christians, because we are interested in for- 
eign missions, and have heard missionaries for years 
from every quarter of the globe tell of the work of the 
Gospel in different lands. Nevertheless, it would be well 
for you to get a good map and look at it in connection 
with what I have to say. 

Ezekiel 38 

I have become convinced that Ezekiel 38 is an out- 
line of the action of Russia and her allies in the conflict 
which is to be waged at the end of this age. The passage 
must be read in the Revised Version. The fact that the 
phrase “many people with thee,” is to be found again 
and again in that chapter, leads me to believe that, in 
addition to the allies which are definitely identified by 
name, Russia is to lead practically all of Asia in her train. 
This will include China (I have said this for fifteen or 
twenty years before China became Communist), and 
India. 

India, the great sub-continent, has gained her freedom 
from Britain. Pakistan and India divided the land along 
religious grounds, and stand, two great nations, without 
arms and totally helpless before the great power that 
looms across the mountains to the north. Russia would 
be much closer to India today if we had not undertaken 
the warfare in Korea, but in spite of this pause, she has 
made great strides in the southern direction. While we 
looked the other way she took Tibet. Thus she is brought 
to a place where she can have air bases which would 
dominate the great plains of Bengal. While gas must 
be flown into Tibet, Russia will have no difficulty in for- 
tifying this bastion among the highest mountains of the 
world, and thus setting in place one side of the pincers 
which will one day be able to bite off India. 

Iran 

The other jaw of the pincers is Persia, or as it is 
called today, Iran. The news from that country has been 
very distressing, for even though we take a strong stand 
against imperialism, we are forced to conclude that the 
presence of British oil interests in that ancient country 
has done more for it than any other force in our genera- 
tion. Britain is in the course of losing her foothold in 


Dying to self is not done once for all, but moment by moment 


Aveust 1951 


11 





Iran, and that is news that is bad 
enough. News that is even worse is 
that Russia is tightening her hold on 
the country both from within and 
from without, and thus the pincer is 
in place for India. With the fall of 
India the rest of Asia would be un- 
tenable, the riches of Indonesia would 
fall into the hands of Russia and the 
balance of power would be over- 
thrown in the world to the point that 
would make our own position impos- 
sible. And the little man in the White 
House goes on his blessful, ignorant 
way, bolstering the confessed: fears 
of Marshall and company, and de- 
spising the experts on Asia, MacAr- 
thur and Wedemeyer, who know 
what the score is. 

But now for Iran. Throughout 
the centuries Persia has held a dom- 
inant geographical position, being a 
great plateau between the plain of the 
Tigris and the valley of the Indus, ris- 
ing from the sea on the south to a great 
mountain chain on the north, the 
Elburz Mountains, rising higher than 
our own Rockies, with Mount Dama- 
vand dominating the chain at approx- 
imately 19,000 feet elevation. 


Oil — the Key 


The key to modern Iranian history 
is oil. The British discovered it in 
the early part of this century, on con- 
cessions received from the old, cor- 
rupt government, and great districts 
of oil wells, pipe lines, and refineries 
began to change the landscape in the 
territory once dominated by Darius 
and the ancient kings of the land. 

Riches are nothing new for Persia. 
In Paradise Lost, Milton had placed 
Satan 


High on a throne of royal state, 
which far 
Outshone the wealth of Ormus 
and of Ind, 
Or where the gorgeous East with 
richest hand 
Showers on her king’s barba- 
ric, pearl and gold. 


Britain having recently surrendered 
most of the wealth of Ind, naturally 
wishes to save some of the half billion 
dollars she has invested in the wealth 
of Ormus (Persia). 

The entrance of modern technology 
into the ancient land brought new 
visions which the poverty-stricken 
people had never seen nor imagined, 
and gave the Russians the opportu- 
nity to spread discontent among them. 

The new leader who arose was a 
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product of that spirit of nationalism 
which has swept all of the backward 
peoples of the earth. When the an- 
cient line of Shahs was overthrown, 
the new dictator insisted that the 
name of the country should be ed 
to Iran, “Land of the Aryans.” How 
explosive this new nationalism can be 
may be realized by the fact that it is 
being encouraged along lines of the 
ancient glory of its people. It is true 
that the Persians were once the domi- 
nant people of the Middle East. 


Trained Personnel Lacking 


The people of Iran were reminded 
of this past glory by the adoption of 
a new constitution in 1925, in which 
it was provided that the Crown of 
Darius shall be invested in the present 
ruling house. The present controver- 
sy over oil has.thus brought the Crown 
of Darius into sharp conflict with the 
British Crown. The peoples of the 
East have a much longer memory 
than those of the West, and it does 
not seem to them to be out of keep- 
ing that they should aspire to the for- 
mer glories of their land. They do 
not stop to think of the capital that 
has been invested to bring the oil to 
the surface and to erect the great re- 
fineries along the Persian Gulf. That 
of Abadan is the largest refinery in 
the world, and the British say that if 
they should be evicted, the flow of oil 
would cease within six months through 
a lack of trained personnel to operate 
the industry. 


Nevertheless, the people of the 
country have recently voted the ex- 
propriation of the oil industry, and 
announced the intention of an imme- 
diate occupation by Persian interests. 
Officials were sent down from Tehe- 
ran and a small office was erected on 
the edge of the oil concessions, and 
it was declared that this was the head- 
quarters of the oil industry. The wells 
kept functioning and the pumps pump- 
ing oil and the refineries turning out 
gasoline and the tankers loading it for 
export, and all under British super- 
vision. Notes have been sent to the 
government of Iran by President 
Truman and the Iranians have finally 
agreed to sit down and negotiate with 
the British over the oil question. 


Russia Steps in 


But the Russians are not silent in 
the matter. As early as 1939, when 
Hitler was negotiating his treaty with 
Russia which freed him for the 
western phases of his war, the oil of 
Persia came into the correspondence 


between Molotov and Ribbentrop. 
After the war was over the Russians 
stirred up border trouble between 
their Republic of Azerbaijan and 
the neighboring Iranian province of 
the same name. Troops were concen- 
trated along the border in the Caspian 
region and finally the whole territory 
south of the Araks river was occupied 
by the Russians. They set up, tem- 
porarily, a Soviet government within 
the boundaries of Persia, and only 
after extensive negotiations and pres- 
sure py the Allies did they withdraw 
beyond the border. But they left be- 
hind them a military Communist par- 
ty in Iran which is constantly foment- 
ing difficulty, and stirring up troubles 
that only they can solve. 

Justice William O. Douglas, of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, 
has studied the situation and issued 
a 6000-word report which reveals the 
whole intrigue. He writes: 

“The Soviets used means much 
subtler than terror to win over the 
masses. They sent through the pro- 
vince agents working in pairs. One 
would be the spokesman; the other 
would purport to be his secretary. 
They would come to a village and in- 
terview peasants one at a time. A 
typical conversation ran as follows: 
‘What is your name? ‘Ahmad.’ 
‘How many in your family?) ‘My 
wife and seven children.’ “Which is 
your house?’ ‘This one here.’ ‘Look 
at the miserable place this good man 
has to live in,’ the agent said to his 
secretary. “Haven’t we got something 
better for him? Look at your list.’ 
The secretary thumbed through a 
book and replied, ‘Yes, there is the 
home of the deputy to the prime min- 
ister in Teheran.’ ‘Put him down for 
that,’ the agent told his secretary. 
Turning to the villager he said, “When 
the revolution comes and we take Te- 
heran, that will be your home.’ And 
so the discussion went from houses 
to rugs, from rugs to meat, from meat 
to schools. The campaign moved from 
peasant to peasant, from village to 
village. This was pie-in-the-sky come 
to bedraggled, poverty-ridden villag- 
ers. Thus did the Communists go 
among the peasants, spreading discon- 
tent. 


Puppet Government 
Before the Communist army with- 
drew from Persian Azerbaijan they 
undertook ‘to organize a government 
to take control of the northern pro- 
vince. A native of Persia who had 
been educated in Russia, Jafar Pishe- 

(Continued on Page 44) 
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Adorning the Gospel 


We are confronted in the fifth 
chapter of Ephesians with two ex- 
hortations: we are to be wise (15- 
17) ; we are to be filled with the Spirit 
(18-21). These are the two condi- 
tions which are necessary for the 
understanding of God’s will. Follow- 
ing upon this, Paul sets forth how 
these conditions are to operate in the 
sphere of our daily lives. There is 
the relationship of wives to husbands 
and husbands to wives (22-33), the 
relationship between parents and 
children (6:1-4) and the relationship 
between masters and servants (6:5- 
9). The will of God has always been 
a puzzle to many people. Our study 
will show us that it is crystal clear. 
Knowing God's will begins with liv- 
ing God’s Word. When we master 
the rudiments of our Father’s will 
then we are in a position to receive 
His directive for specific Christian 
service. 


Moment by Moment 


Paul writes: “Keep continually 
seeing therefore, that ye walk mo- 
ment by moment diligently, not as 


unwise ones, but as wise ones, at the 


same time buying up the time for the 
days are evil. For this reason, quit 
being stupid and start now to put 
together the Lord and His will” (15- 
17). The apostle gives us two em- 
phatic imperatives. We are to see to 
it continuously that we are ever walk- 
ing diligently. Paul expresses these 
commands in the imperative with the 
force of the present tense. 

Our living the life of Christ is a 
job that demands a day of twenty- 
four hours. God does not recognize 
union standards. There is no over- 
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time. All our time is His time. Again 
we have the term “walk” which has 
to do with a manner of walking 
which enables those who see us to see 
us from every angle. Paul is trying 
to tell us within the limitations of 
language that we are on parade, that 
the testimony of Christ stands or 
falls with the way we walk. Immedi- 
ately it will be seen why we have the 
expression “that ye ever walk dili- 
gently.” “Diligently” is a term which 
means “exactly, accurately.” It de- 
mands a precise knowledge of what 
is to be done and then the doing of it 
with utmost dispatch. The apostle 
sets the standard high. 

There is to be no carelessness in 
our living for Christ. We are not to 
take a “devil-may-care” attitude. Just 
because the Lord is away in Heaven 
does not give us the liberty to live aim- 
lessly in His absence. We are to live 
meticulously as though we were in 
His physical presence. Anything less 
is out of God’s will. 


Evil Days 

Thus Paul goes on to say, “walk 
. .. not as unwise ones, but wise ones, 
buying up the time for the days are 
evil.” As heavenly people we live in 
a wicked, sinful world. Each day 
that is before us is filled with evil. 
The term “evil” has not to do with 
outward forms of wickedness, but the 
very nature, the very essence, the 
very heart of evil itself. It is as 
though the apostle was saying that 
the days in which we live are “shot 
through and through” with intrinsic 
wickedness. As we have been re- 
deemed by the Lord Jesus, and as we 
have been “delivered from this pres- 
ent evil world,” it is our obligation to 
redeem out from the evil day the 
time we spend in living. That is to 
say, that the minutes and hours of 
each day that is ours to live, we are 
to redeem, we are to buy up, that 


they may be used for His glory and 
not for our carnality. God can ac- 
cept nothing less. Anything less sup- 
ports the Evil One who caused our 
blessed Lord to go to the cross for us. 


“Is the world as bad as Paul seems 
to make it?”, you ask. In all honesty 
we must admit that we do not believe 
the world is as bad as the Bible paints 
it. If we agreed with the Word, our 
personal conduct would undergo a 
radical change. We would not live 
like the world. We would not ex- 
perience the tastelessness of life due 
to our having lost the vision of our 
Lord. This is no new thing. The 
Ephesians suffered from the same 
affliction after all the wonderful truth 
that Paul had written to them. 


Be Wise 


After the personal experience of 
redemption which they had had, Paul 
still must write: “For this reason, 
quit being stupid, but rather reason 
out what the will of the Lord is” 
(17). “Stupid” is a strong word for 
the apostle, but, upon reflection, any- 
one who does not take God’s pro- 
nouncement concerning the world is 
a fool. We who have been born again 
know from what we have been de- 
livered. We know the heartaches the 
world has given us. Then why do we 
persist in playing with the world? 
Why do we insist on continuing doing 
those things which put Christ to 
death? Why? Paul suggests the an- 
swer. Assuming that we are really 
born again, then the reason must be 
that we have never made it our busi- 
ness to grow in grace. The word “un- 
wise” means to be devoid of intelli- 
gence, to be stupid, not to have the 
slightest idea of a thing. Can it be 
that you are just saved, “period”? 
Could it be you haven't the slightest 
idea of what it means to grow in 
grace? Could it bé that you have been 
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satisfied with escaping Hell, with go- 
ing to Heaven, with getting all you 
can from Christ for nothing, and 
have never given a thought to what 
He expects from you? You are stu- 
pid, says Paul. 


Doctrine and Conduct 


And to us, as well as to the Ephe- 
sians, he would say, “begin immedi- 
ately to reason out the will of the 
Lord.” The term “to reason out,” 
or as it is in the Authorized Version, 
“to understand,” literally means “to 
bring together, to piece, to under- 
stand things in their relationships to 
each other.” By the use of this term 
Paul gets at the heart of our diffi- 
culty. We have divorced doctrine 
from conduct, our talk from our 
walk, our Lord from His will. As 
long as we give mental assent to the 
correct beliefs, as long as we speak 
in orthodox terms, as long as we 
mention the Lord, we assume He 
should be satisfied, we know we are. 
But it is in this regard that we are 
stupid. 

Mental assent to correct beliefs is 
not a substitute for Biblical faith 
which demands of conduct to follow 
a new directive—pleasing to God and 
displeasing to self. Holy talk is not 
a substitute for a holy walk. Men- 
tioning the Lord over and over is 
not a substitute for the doing of His 
will. Paul urges us “to get the things 
together which we have separated 
from each other.” Our doctrine is to 
direct our conduct, our walk and our 
talk are to be identical, and we are to 
carry out the will of our Lord, and 
we are not to separate Him from it. 
In other words, what the apostle is 
saying is that when you have reasoned 
it all out, you will be in one of two 
positions: you will either be in the 
place where you are in perfect agree- 
ment with your Lord, or you will dis- 
cover that you are not on the level 
with Him. The first step in knowing 
God’s will is this: Have you been 
cheating Him in your conduct ? When 
this question is answered satisfactor- 
ily, then you will be in a position to 
truly “understand—reason out, to put 
together” the will of the Lord for 
you. 


Filled with the Spirit 


Then we shall be in the position to 
“be filled with the Spirit,” Paul’s 
second exhortation. “Quit being 
drunken with wine, in which is ruin, 
but now be continually filled with the 
Spirit” (18). 

The world can never satisfy itself, 
let alone believers who have tasted 


the heavenly bounties. That is why it 
must drink itself to ruin. Unsaved 
man tries to drown his sorrows in 
drink, forgetting that the sorrows 
know how to swim. Frustrated indi- 
viduals would bolster their egos by 
drink, forgetting that the momentary 
illusion becémes the continuing tragic 
reality. The term “excess” may be 
translated “dissoluteness, profligacy,” 
that is to say a total going to pieces, 
a ruin. Drink can never solve a 
problem. The Ephesians had to learn 
it. Unsaved men must learn it. Be- 
lievers should not have to learn it. 
Our wine is “the oil of gladness,” 
which rejoices the heart—the blessed 
Holy Spirit. He it is who lines our 
sorrow with the joy of Heaven. He 
it is who takes our human inferiority 
and unites us to the superiority of 
Christ. He it is who takes our frus- 
trations, our fears, our defeats, and 
breaks the barriers which block us, 
chases the fears which bind us, and 
overcomes the defeats that haunt us. 
He is the heavenly wine with whom 
we are to be full. 


Songs of Praise 


When the heart has joy, the voice 
can sing. Thus Paul goes on: “As 
you are filled . . . at the same time sing 
to yourself psalms, praises to God, 
and songs that are spiritual, singing 
and making melody in your heart to 
the Lord.” There is no more blessed 
experience than having a good time 
by yourself in the Lord. This can be 
had when the heart is at peace with 
God and the life is filled with the 
Spirit. The Spirit gives us a song, 
a song about our blessed Lord. The 
Spirit sets us singing, singing songs 
that have been composed in Heaven. 
There are psalms—those holy songs of 
sacred devotion; there are hymns— 
those songs which offer praises to 
Him who is alone worthy; there are 
songs that are spiritual — odes, lays, 
which recount the exploits of Him who 
went to the cross for us — spiritual 
songs which the soul sings, in the joy- 
ous liberty of grace. The “singing” 
comes from a word which means “to 
pluck,” or “to twang an instrument, as 
the playing of a harp.” Does this not 
suggest to us the wonderful work of 
the Spirit as He plays upon our heart- 
strings the glorious melodies of 
Heaven? 


Down in the human heart 
Crushed by the tempter, 
Feelings lie buried 
That grace can restore; 


Touched by a loving heart, 
Wakened by kindness, 

Chords that are broken, 
Will vibrate once more. 


Can more be said of the Holy Spirit’s 
ministry within our hearts? Only 
God, through the Holy Spirit, can 
take a broken chord and cause it to 
sing again. 
Giving Thanks 

Following naturally upon our sing- 
ing comes our thanksgiving. When 
we discover through our Teacher, the 
Holy Spirit, all that God, the Father, 
has done for us in Jesus Christ, out 
of gratitude our hearts turn to thanks- 
giving and praise. In the name of 
our Lord we come, and through the 
ministry of the Spirit we tell out our 
thanks to Him who loved us and gave 
His Son for us. We take our posi- 
tion at the feet of our Lord, willing 
to do His will. 


Before we leave this portion of our 
study you may ask, “What does Paul 
mean by ‘Be filled with the Spirit’ ?” 
Let us suppose that you admire a 
friend very greatly. You admire him 
for what he has done for you and for 
his integrity, personality, and accom- 
plishments. You determine to be like 
him. Suppose you began to study him 
in order to see how he did things un- 
der various situations. Suppose that 
upon his death it were possible for 
his soul and spirit to enter your body. 
You, admiring so much, would 
change your conduct to agree with 
his will. You would be so full of him 
that he would live in you and the 
world of your friends would note 
that it was no longer you they saw 
but the indwelling presence of your 
friend. Of course, this is impossible. 
The souls and spirits of men cannot 
indwell other men. But it is possible 
for the blessed Holy Spirit to indwell 
us and to fill us. 


He does indwell all believers. He 
would fill all believers—with His 
presence. His fullness means our sur- 
render. His will, not ours, is the con- 
dition of the fullness of the Spirit. 
He, filling us with Himself, molds us 
into the likeness of Him whom He 
came to represent, our Divine Lord. 
Do we admire the Lord to the extent 
that we want the Holy Spirit to fill 
us in order that we shall be molded 
into the likeness of Him who fash- 
ioned Himself like unto us that we 
might be like Him? Too often the 
answer is, “we do not.” 

(Continued on Page 42) 
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THE FIRMAMENT ABOVE 

Scientists all over the world are delving deeper 
and deeper into the secrets of the ionosphere, 
which might be likened to a roof of electrically- 
charged particles that surrounds the globe —a 
roof that varies in shape, intensity, and in layers, 
depending upon many factors, but a roof that 
reflects to the earth radio waves of certain fre- 
quencies, and enables transmission of these waves 
over long ranges. 

Recently more than 200 scientists in the field of 
ionospheric physics met at Pennsylvania State 
College to discuss their problems. Two scientists, 
a British scientist named Heaviside and an Ameri- 
can scientist named Kennelly first discovered the 
layer that was around the earth. Its theoretic ex- 
istence was confirmed in 1925, when radio waves 
sent out to the ionosphere were picked up on their 
return to the earth. 

All of this is very interesting in the light of 
the fact that for many generations scientists 
laughed at the Bible because it spoke of a firma- 
ment above the earth. Perhaps the day will come 
when the scientists in the new field of the iono- 
sphere will have a whole lot more to say about it. 


KOREAN PASTORS. ELIMINATED 

A missionary recently returned from Korea has 
told the editor that news which cannot be con- 
firmed states that only 2 out of 600 Korean min- 
isters of the Gospel remain alive, in the northern 
half of Korea. He pointed out that these figures 
might not be accurate but showed that the very 
fact that they could be seriously circulated shows 
that most of the ministers have been liquidated 
by the Communists. 


NEWS ON THE PROGRESS OF APOSTASY 

The Wilshire Methodist Church in Los Angeles 
inaugurated a Madonna festival in 1944 with ex- 
hibition of many classical mother and child por- 
traits as well as modernistic abstractions on the 
same theme. There is evidently ignorance here 
of the deviltry that is behind Mary worship. Re- 
plying to criticism that the festival is a departure 
from the historic Protestant attitude toward the 
veneration of the Virgin Mary, the pastor con- 
tends that the Methodist denomination gives a 
great deal of freedom and says, “Religion is an 
experience and theology is the interpretation of 
that experience, not the reverse.” 

As a matter of fact, of course, Christianity is 
a revelation of truth and experience must be the 
fruit of that truth. If it is not, it is a counterfeit 
experience. 


REVIVAL AND NATIONAL GREATNESS 

A French historian, René Sedillot, has written 
a book called, The History of the World in 300 
Pages, which has recently been translated into 
English by Gerard Hopkins. The author makes 
the following very interesting statement, “It is not 
merely for convenience of demonstration that I 
have built each chapter of this book round a 
‘people.’ The facts speak for themselves. Almost 
every century carries on its front one obvious 
sign ; nor is it merely as the result of chance that 
in each it is one nation, and one alone, that has 
shown itself to be preponderent, in politics, in 
economics, and in the things of the mind. The 
spot of earth which sees the emergence of great 
statesmen sees, too, that of scholars and artists. 
Military power goes hand in hand with commer- 
cial power.” 

It should be noted also that for many centuries 
such emergence of political, intellectual, and com- 
mercial leadership has followed, by a short lag, 
times of great religious revival. It would appear 
that the children of those who have come closest 
to God frequently become great in the world and 
their children go off into apostasy. Then there 
follows judgment. 


THE NIGER PRESS 

When the editor was in Africa he visited the 
Niger Press of the Sudan Interior Mission and 
saw the vast need that was there. Upon his re- 
turn to this country he got in touch with an indus- 
trialist who is a Christian and greatly interested 
in the Lord’s work, and received from him the 
promise to get modern machinery for the Niger 
Press. The director of the press, Mr. R. B. Kitch, 
came to America, visited our friend, got the ma- 
chinery, dismantled it himself, packed it for ship- 
ping, and then organized its use in Africa. 

We have now received a letter from him that 
tells us about the increase in output due to this 
increased equipment. Pray much for this mission 
press. It is also a very good object for you to 
give to. Paper, ink, and other costs are high. Any 
gifts sent to Erernity will be forwarded without 
any deduction whatsoever. 


THE NIGER PRESS 
Sudan Interior Mission 
P.O. Box 63, Jos, NiGERIA 


“We are just now approaching the last day of 
our fiscal year and tomorrow morning will begin 
making up the books and endeavoring to close 
accounts and would like to share some of the 
news of the work with you. Through the year we 
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have had the privilege of printing ap- 
proximately nine million pages in 
some ten different languages and 
amongst the books that have gone out 
there have been gospels in Hausa, 
Margi, Bura, Nanjere, Mbai. Then 
there have been hymn books in Yoru- 
ba, Hausa, Nanjere, Iregwe, and 
Birom, with the Gbari set up in type 
and ready to start through the press- 
es. A reprint of the Hausa hymn 
book, we printed 5,000 a few months 
ago, is now on the Pony Press. There 
have been innumerable smaller books 
in Hausa, as well as in several other 
languages, many Bible study, some 
for the schools. 

“We are just completing the b‘nd- 
ing of a primer for use amongst the 
Bura people, some 300-plus miles to 
the east of us and hope pore = 
typesetting on a revision o an- 
gale hymn book. Type has been set 
up on a reprint of Old Testament 
stories in the Tiv language and we 
are only waiting for the “author's” 
O.K. to start printing these. This is 
approximately 250 pages and will be 
an edition of 8,000. The Tiv tribe 
seems to be going ahead in learning 
to read and we are glad to be able to 
place these books in the missionaries’ 
hands so that those who learn to read 
can have good literature. 


“We find that the plea is still the 
same as it was years ago when I first 
came to Jos — that little boy’s plea, 
who sold us oranges, “White man, 
give me a little book, I want to read.” 
And I personally am grateful to our 
God that He has privileged me to be 
an instrument in His hands to help 
with the great task of advancing the 
Gospel with the printed page. 

“The Press has advanced during 
these years from a place employing 
nine African workmen to one employ- 
ing over 40. And now, instead of only 
one small cylinder press and a 12x18 
Chandler and Price Platen Press, we 
have two 12-18 Platen presses and in 
addition to the original small cylinder 
press a Miehle Pony cylinder press, 
capable of printing 16 pages of the 
Gospel or hymn books at a time. The 
small cylinder is capable of only eight 
pages at a time. We also have a fold- 
ing machine to help us speed the work 
through the bindery, a modern stitch- 
ing machine, which has been a great 
boon to us this past year. Our for- 
mer stitching machines were hand- 
powered! One was adapted to motor 
drive but was not entirely satisfac- 
tory. We are now looking forward 
to the arrival of a power paper cutter 


from the U.S.A. and trust that this 
machine will help us to do better 
work than has been possible in recent 
years with our hand- powered cutters. 
We have found even two paper cut- 
ters are just too slow to keep pace 
with the needs. 

“Again we want to praise the Lord 
for supply of paper, ink, type metal, 
cloth, thread, wire, glue, cardboard, 
and strawboard, etc., mecessary to 
keep the flow of literature going out. 
In the press building we do all our 
own work on books, making the cov- 
ers, sewing and all, as there is no 
chance of assistance from the various 
specialty trade shops that we have in 
home countries. 

“We will continue to look for your 
prayer support in this year and hope 
from time to time to be able to send 
you a brief report of how the work 
goes on in this part of the Lord’s 
vineyard.” 


PERSECUTION IN COLOMBIA 

A letter from a missionary in Co- 
lombia, South America, whose name 
we withhold for reasons that will be 
obvious, tells us the following: ‘The 
first of this week we received the 
shock of having a missionary from 
the states forced from his house and 
shot, then his house burned down. 
His name is Oscar Smith. Then the 
latter part of this week the first pre- 
late of the Roman Catholic Church 
in Bogata, according to the newspaper 
in Bogata, has petitioned the Colom- 
bian president to give him permission 
to exterminate all communists, false 
cults, and Protestants. The president 
says he will give his answer in ten 
days and as an advisor he will have 
the said prelate. 

“Persecution is still going on, and 
I see no hope for its end. After all, 
is not the president seated illegally 
as president ? So he being the first one 
to break the constitution is followed 
by other authorities of lower rank 
who feel free to do likewise. Is this 
not one way in which the Roman 
Catholic Church can cause and main- 
tain confusion? Confusion is the 
camouflage of the filth of the Roman 
Catholic Church in this country. 

“We opened another place to the 
Gospel about 30 miles from our sta- 
tion. We were there for two days 
and 8 professed Christ. . . . At one 
of the services came a refugee of the 
Presbyterian Church which had been 
destroyed, so we gave them an order 
of service and instructions as to car- 
rying on a service until we could re- 
turn. They continued for two weeks 
and the third Sunday the police came 





and prohibited them from continuing. 
They put a notice on the building 
with fines ranging from the equal of 
$10 to $50 in U. S. currency. Then 
finally they told them if they persisted 
in disobeying, they would be beaten 
and killed. We have reported this to 
the governor of this section. We are 
waiting for an answer, but we expect 
to return. These people still want the 
Gospel.” 

A postscript in the letter stated that 
he was not addressing me as Rever- 
end, or mentioning a church on the 
envelope, as he did not feel safe to 
put such a letter in the mail. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF TIBET 

Perhaps most Americans passed 
over the news that Tibet has been 
merged in Red China. Many may 
shrug it off as being unimportant. Is 
not Tibet one of the most backward 
regions in the world and unattainable ? 
The fact is that Tibet is to Asia what 
Czechoslovakia is to central Europe. 
Military leaders for a century have 
known that whoever controlled Cze- 
choslovakia could control central Eu- 
rope, and whoever controlled central 
Europe could dominate the territory 
between the Baltic and the Mediter- 
ranean. Tibet is just such a bastion. 

In the days when Britain controlled 
India, Tibet was kept as a buffer state 
between India and Russia and China. 
Nehru, however, does not fear Chi- 
nese Communism in spite of the fact 
that maps of Asia, published by Red 
China have shown the frontier at the 
foothills of the mountains on the 
southern side of Tibet. New Delhi 
has been apathetic toward this with 
the result that Tibet is now behind 
the iron curtain. 

Russia can go ahead with planning 
the great air fields in Tibet that she 
has previously announced and though 
road transport difficulties would make 
Tibet a poor base for a land invasion 
of India, it is most certainly true that 
Russia and China can now use Tibet 
as a base for reconnaissance, espion- 
age, and subversion, against India, 
Kashmir, and Nepal. Communism is 
now as close to India as it is to west- 
ern Germany, and with Iran falling 
into the hands of Soviet influence the 
great pincer is. now in place against 
India. It will not be long. 


THE SILENT CHURCH 

The Reverend Dr. Robert S. Mc- - 
Cracken, successor to Dr. Fosdick, of 
the Riverside Church in New York 
stated that more Protestants and Ro- 
man Catholics should seek municipal 
government posts, “‘as Christians” in 
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American cities, to offset the corrup- 
tion that has recently been uncovered 
by the Kefauver Committee. In his 
blindness, Dr. McCracken said, “Why 
in the light of recent disclosures, is 
the church, both Protestant and Ro- 
man Catholic, so strangely silent? 
More than any other institution it 
should be sensitive to social evil and 
it should resist and oppose it.” 

The answer is, of course, that the 
Roman Catholic Church has been 
silent because it finds it best to work 
in the dark. Dr. McCracken’ took 
most of his illustrations from New 
York civic life, but if he had been 
willing to give the figures, he would 
have pointed out that Tammany Hall, 
the Democratic political machine in 
New York is controlled by Irish 
Catholics, and that in union with the 
Italian Catholics, they dominate. the 
city, giving a certain number of posts 
to Jews, but completely controlling 
the police force, the fire department, 
the judgeships, mayor’s office, and all 
else. One cannot but think that Dr. 
McCracken’s statement was a simple 
sop to get a little public approval as 
being broadminded. 

We can be sure his advice will be 
followed by the Roman Catholics, but 
it is too late for the Protestants to 
do anything in New York City. 
THE MINISTRY VS. MILITARY SERVICE 

At a recent meeting of the Annual 
Convention of the United Lutheran 
Synod of New York, the problem of 
correctly judging the motivation of 
candidates for the ministry in relation 
to military service was acknowledged 
as a “frightfully serious” one. The 
Convention heard a report of “a 
startling increase in the number of 
students who wish to be certified as 
candidates for the ministry.” The rise 
was attributed to “the granting of 
exemptions from the military draft 
to ministerial candidates when offi- 
cially certified.” 

It is indeed a terrible thing that a 
man should seek to enter the ministry 
in order to stay out of the army, and 
the action of these hireling shepherds 
is bound to cast doubt upon the real 
shepherds. Only in the fruitfulness 
of the two can the difference be seen. 

The problem is an old one. We 
read in Jeremiah, “I sent not these 
prophets, yet they ran: I spake not 
unto them, yet they prophesied. But 
if they had stood in My counsel, then 
had they caused My people to hear 
My words, and had turned them from 
their evil way, and from the evil of 
their doings . . . therefore, behold, 
I am against the prophets saith Je- 


hovah, that steal My words everyone 
from his neighbor” (Jer. 23:21, 31). 
It is a terrible thing that God should 
have to announce that He is against 
men who speak in His name, yet it is 
a fact and a solemn one. Indeed, God 
goes so far as to say that He will 
punish not only the man but his 
household if he shall pervert the 
words of the living God, and that 
such will be cast off and brought to 
reproach and shame (Jer. 23:34-40). 


COLOSSAL UNBELIEF 

Colliers recently carried an article 
entitled, “What Soldiers Believe.” 
It is a sad picture of the colossal un- 
belief of the masses of our popula- 
tion. A reporter interviewed scores 
of soldiers, and his article reflects 
their opinions. All of the men inter- 
viewed probably believe that there 
is some sort of higher power, but as 
for any intelligent approach to God 
through Christ, there was little of it 
in this article. 

One soldier had been wounded in 
four places, three flesh wounds in the 
legs and the fourth straight in the 
chest that could have killed him if it 
had not hit an object in his pocket. 
It wasn’t the New Testament in one 
pocket or the locket with a picture of 
his mother in another pocket. And 


fortunately it was not a hand grenade — 


which he was carrying in one of his 
pockets. His machine gun had just 
jammed: he had pulled out the cart- 
ridge and slipped it into the right 
chest pocket of his jacket. That’s 
what the Communist bullet hit. Be- 
fore that incident, he said he had 
never turned to God. He had always 
turned to his machine gun, but then 
he prayed, as he said, “Just a little 
thanks,” and thought that from now 
on it wouldn’t do any harm to stop 
by a church from time to time, and 
sort of express gratitude. 

Many of the men had a blind 
fatalism, “If your time comes it just 
comes, and there isn’t a thing anyone 
can do about it.” Another, “If you 
are going to get hit, you are going to 
get hit— and it doesn’t matter how 
big a hole you are in.” Another said, 
‘When the old man swings that scythe, 
there is no use ducking.” One young 
officer when asked if he had this idea 
of fatalism, said, “If a bullet has got 
my name on it, I don’t mind getting 
hit by it,” but I sure don’t want to 
get hit with one that’s marked, ‘to 
whom it may concern’ !” 

Others believe in luck, not in fate, 
such as, “What about my buddies 
who were better than me, and yet 
were killed? It wasn’t God at all. 


Sure, I believe in God, but I don’t 
think He is wasting His time looking 
out for me personally. If God was 
good to me to get me out — well, He 
got me in it in the first place! No, 
Sir. Don’t put it on God. It was just 
luck.” 

There were also men who were 
superstitious, who believed in rings, 
charms, amulets, medals. Some be- 
lieved in belief. They came back they 
thought because they believed they 
would come back. When asked if 
they believed in anything else, one 
answered, “You mean the good Lord? 
Sure, everybody believes in the good 
Lord, but you don’t suppose God 
put His finger down and said, “These 
men will come through.’ Naw, He 
had more important things to do. We 
came back, because we ourselves — 
in our hearts — believed we would.” 

In fairness to the soldiers who were 
interviewed it must be realized that 
very possibly the reporter was one 
who did not want to use the word 
Christ. The name does not appear 
in the whole article, and very prob- 
ably because the reporter did not 
know how to ask the questions. If I 
had been alongside of him, and each 
time when he had finished had said, 
“Do you believe you are a sinner?” 
I would probably have gotten close 
to a hundred per cent affirmative an- 
swers. Then my second question, 
“Do you believe that Jesus died to 
save you from your sins?” would no 
doubt have brought many an affirma- 
tive answer. But the article neverthe- 
less reveals the colossal ignorance of 
Scriptural truth by those around us 
today. We should be witnessing. 


THE INTERNATIONAL 
CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 

We have had several inquiries 
concerning the International Chris- 
tian University which is projected 
for Japan. The best information 
that we can secure would lead us to 
believe that it is a totally liberal, 
modernistic affair, unwanted by the 
Japanese and forced upon them by 
the money raisers in the high brackets 
of Protestantism. It was not an in- 
stitution that was asked for by the 
Japanese, but one that was projected 
by Americans, as a sort of restitution 
for Hiroshima. This was a matter so 
delicate that the Japanese could only 
bow and smile. 

The man who has been named as 
president of the institution was for- 
merly head of what was undoubtedly 
the most modernistic university in 
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Texts the Romanists Have Twisted 


THE 


NATURE OF TRUE CONFESSION 


THIs IS THE SEVENTH IN THE SERIES BY THE EDITOR ON TEXTS THAT HAVE 

BEEN TWISTED. THE APOSTLE PETER TELLS US THAT THE SCRIPTURES CAN‘ 

NOT BE BROKEN, BUT THIS SERIES IS PRESENTED SO THAT CHRISTIAN PEOPLE 

MAY CLEARLY SEE HOW THE ROMAN CaTHOLIC CHURCH HAS TWISTED CER’ 

TAIN TRUTHS TO SUIT THEIR PURPOSE. THE FIRST ARTICLE IN THE SERIES 
WAS PRESENTED IN OUR JANUARY ISSUE. 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


One of the great doctrines of the 
Word of God which has been per- 
verted by the Roman church is that 
of confession. It is our purpose in 
this study to see what the Roman 
church teaches and then to set forth 
the Biblical doctrine. It is not our 
purpose to condemn the Roman 
church for its teaching merely for the 
sake of condemnation. But we be- 
lieve that that church is in error— 
error which claims men’s souls. As 
those who believe in the Word of God 
we must know what the Bible teaches 
in order that we may see wherein 
there is error in the Roman doctrine. 

Confession is an integral part of 
the Roman system. One hears Catho- 
lics speak of “going to confession.” 
This is a necessary practice if Mass 
is to be permitted the communicant. 
What is Catholic confession? It 
means that a devout Catholic goes 
to the priest and confesses his sins. 
Upon this confession penances may 
be given. It is only after confession 
that Catholic men and women are 
permitted to receive communion dur- 
ing the sacrifice of the Mass. Con- 
fession becomes, in the hands of the 
clergy, a means of controlling the 
total life of the individual. By this 
act, the spiritual and eternal welfare 
of the individual is placed in the 
hands of the priest. Needless to say 
the one who confesses his sins to a 
man becomes a slave to him who pro- 
fesses to forgive sins. 


Psychological Basis 

There is a great psychological basis 
for confession. Every one would 
share his burden with some one else. 
Almost every language has within it 
the proverb that “a burden shared is 
a burden halved.” Dostoevski in 
many of his novels takes this theme 
and shows how his characters, driven 
by some great wrong, have no peace 
until confession is made. The psy- 
chologists speak of this as a catharsis, 
which gives to the soul an opportunity 
for cleansing. People like to talk out 
their problems. In fact there can be 
found advertisements in the news- 
papers of our great cities in which 
men offer to listen to people talk for 
so much an hour. Ministers have had 
the experience of having people come 
to them and after they have talked 
for an hour, the minister not having 
a chance to say a word, close by say- 
ing, “You do not know how much 
you have helped me!” 

Thus it can be seen immediately 
that confession is a natural thing. 
People must unburden themselves. 
One may ask, if it is so important in 
the life of an individual, why should 
the Roman church be criticized for its 
use of the confessional? The doctrine 
of confession as practiced by Rome 
and that of the Bible have to do with 
two different things. The Roman 
church has all of its members coming 
to confession. No matter what their 
spiritual status, they confess their 
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sins. Salvation does not enter the 
picture. What we have in the Roman 
doctrine is sins dealt with in a piece- 
meal fashion. It is as though a doc- 
tor would deal with boils and ignore 
the poison in the blood stream which 
is the cause of the boils. You cannot 
deal with sin in this manner. The 
doctrine of confession as taught in 
the Bible is for those who have been 
redeemed, those who have had their 
sinful nature dealt with at the cross, 
through the death of Christ. It is on 
the basis of forgiven sin that sins 
can be dealt with. 


All Have Sinned 


We must pause at this point in or- 
der to set forth the doctrine of salva- 
tion in relation to the doctrine of 
sanctification, or to use more popular 
language, we must show the necessity 
for being born again before one may 
live the life of the believer. Men are 
sinners according to the Word of 
God. They are sinners by nature, by 
choice and by God’s declaration. As 
a result of their sin they are a total 
ruin. By sin we mean coming short 
of the perfection of God. “For all 
have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). It is not 
a question of what I have done that 
makes me a sinner, it is the fact that 
I have missed the standard which God 
has set for me — His glory. 

Now the result of this “missing of 
the mark” has made it impossible for 
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me to be acceptable to God. By na- 
ture, I contaminate everything I 
touch. We are like a glass which has 
been smeared with a culture of small- 
pox. Into the glass may be poured 
distilled water, or perhaps spring 
water. We offer someone a drink. 
He refuses because he is suspicious 
of the glass. There is no point in 
analyzing the water if there is a ques- 
tion of the cleanliness of the glass. 
There is no point in quibbling about 
our sins,if our sinful nature has not 
been dealt with. All our “good 
works” will be tainted by our sinful 
nature. Whether we have spring wa- 
ter, distilled water, or ditch water, 
each in turn is infected by the glass. 
Whether one is a good moral person, 
or a religious person, or a harlot, 
each is infected by the sinful nature 
which they possess. 


The New Birth 


Man is completely and absolutely 
ruined by sin. There is only one 
remedy. The new birth. Through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour man can be born again. He 
is cleansed from his sinful nature; 
he is given new life in Christ Jesus. 
He is delivered from the power of 
sin. Christ becomes the new foun- 
dation upon which lives are built 
into Him. All men must step upon 
the foundation. 
because of their sins but “. . . they 
believe not on Me.” The question 
which we must ask is “Are you born 
again?” We are not to be inter- 
ested in the number and details of 
men’s sins. They must be born 
again. 

God, in wondrous grace, took care 
of the sin question once and for all. 
Judicially, the sin account has been 
settled through the death of Jesus 
Christ. His righteousness has been 
charged to our account. By faith in 
the finished work of the cross we 
have forgiveness, we are made 
righteous, and we have access unto 
the Father. The true believer has a 
peace with God which the world 
cannot take away. 


The Root of the Problem 


It is this doctrine that the Roman 
church overlooks. Dealing with sin 
piecemeal, it never gets to the root 
of the problem. It never presents 
salvation through the blood of Christ 
alone. There are the sacraments, 
there is the ritual, there are the vari- 
ous formulas to which the people are 
to subscribe but none of these reach 
the heart. There is not that peace 
with God which true salvation brings. 


Men are lost not. 


The Roman confessional chases the 
boils from place to place on the 
spiritual frame without cleansing the 
poison from the bloodstream. Abso- 
lution is given, Mass is received, but 
people are still sinners. There is no 
proof of the efficacy of absolution 
nor of the miracle of the Mass. 
Priests may say that the wafer be- 
comes the body, and the wine be- 
comes the blood of Christ. But 
history has shown that priests have 
died from poisoned bread and pol- 
luted wine. Something went wrong, 
evidently, with the miracle of trans- 
substantiation. But be that as it may, 
again and again and again, people 
are restless because of their sins. 
This confession does not take care 
of man’s sinful nature. Only the 
blood of Christ, and the experience 
of true salvation can do it. 


For Believers Only 


We come now to the Biblical doc- 
trine of confession. We read in 
1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from 
every unrighteousness.” There are 
certain words in this text to which 
we must give attention. It says, “If 
we confess our sins ...” The “we” 
obviously refers to a special group 
of people. They are the believers. 
The opening verses of the second 
chapter read, “My little children, 
these things write I unto you that ye 
sin not, but if any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ, the righteous. And He is the 
propitiation for our sins .. .” Thus 
“we” are identified as the born again 
ones, those who have Jesus Christ as 
their Advocate and as their satis- 
factory Sacrifice. 


Again, in 1 John 5:13, we read, 
“These things have I written unto 
you that believe on the name of the 
Son of God, that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life, and that ye may 
believe on the name of the Son of 
God.” Thus “we” are to be identi- 
fied as those who are trusting in 
Christ for eternal life. The Bible 
was written that all might read but 
yet it was not written to everybody. 
There are portions for the believer 
alone. Just as we would not read 
another's mail, so it is necessary to 
discover which Biblical mail is ours 
and which belongs to some one else. 
This passage is for believers only. 
There is not a promise for a sinner 
in the Scripture. There is only an 
offer of salvation. 


True Confession 


“If we confess our sins . . .”” What 
does the term “confession” mean? 
It-does not mean to mumble over a 
list of sins in a verbal manner. 
Neither does it involve a recitation 
of one’s past life in public: Some- 
times at revival meetings there will 
be marathons of confession of sin. 
I believe this to be anti-Biblical very 
definitely. What happens in such 
instances? Where a person may 
have told a sin to two persons, he 
now has an audience of five hundred 
to tell it to, with the result that the 
injured party is endangered to a 
greater extent than before. There is 
no warrant in the Word to confess 
private sin publicly. 


True. confession involves ‘much 
more than a verbal recitation of one’s 
past. It involves a new attitude, the 
taking of sides with God against 
self. True confession is giving one’s 
conduct a new directive. It is the 
military term which indicates un- 
conditional surrender. We must 
come to God on His terms. We must 
determine to live for Him. We must 
decide to hate sin. These are the 
elements of true confession. 


Even in Protestant fundamental- 
ism we sometimes fall into a formal- 
ism such as Rome’s. We go to a 
revival meeting. Under the sway of 
mass psychology, we begin dredging 
up the past. We gush it forth with 
masterful pride. The greater the sin, 
the greater our apparent spirituality. 
The meeting ends. We go back to 
our daily tasks. We begin again to 
sin again. What has happened? A 
verbal exercise touched with emo- 
tion. We have made a profession of 
confession. Our lips have not testi- 
fied to our lives. True confession 
must deal with conduct. When once 
we behold God’s holiness, when once 
we appreciate our sinfulness, then 
with Isaiah we will cry, “I am a man 
of unclean lips and I dwell among a 
people of unclean lips.” 


The Purpose of Confession 


What is the purpose of confession 
as taught in the Word? It is the 
means which God has ordained in 
order that fellowship might be main- 
tained between ourselves and God. 
“God is Light and in Him is no 
darkness at all.” Our fellowship 
with God is broken when sin sepa- 
rates us from Him. Confession is 
the means whereby we may keep 
short accounts with God. When we 
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editations =| 
in the book of Genesis 


DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


August 1 


ABRAHAM JOURNEYED THENCE (20:1) 

Why will a man who has lived in the 
presence of the Lord leave his place of high 
privilege for the barren wastes of self-will? 
Is it possible that a Christian shall move from 
a place of victory and triumph to a place of 
sin and defeat? It is not only possible but 
experience joins with the Word to teach that 
such experiences occur in every Christian 
life. But why? The answer is to be found 
in the nature of our Adamic nature. We 
must sing, 

Prone to wander, Lord I feel it; 
Prone to leave the God I love. 

Peter left the communion table to deny 
Christ. Paul wrote the epistle to the Gala- 
tians and then went into the Jewish temple 
to have a priest kill a lamb for him (Acts 
21:26). David emptied his hands of his 
harp of praise to fill them with Bathsheba. 
Abraham left God for Gerar. 


LORD, GIVE US SPIRITUAL SENSE. 


August 2 
DWELLED .. . SOJOURNED... 

God had at first told Abraham to get out 
of Ur to a land that He would show him. 
When he arrived in the land God announced 
that He would give it to him. When Abra- 
ham asked God for proof that he and his 
seed would possess the land, God set forth 
a blood sacrifice and came between the 
pieces as a smoking furnace and a burning 
lamp. God then covenanted to give Abra- 
ham the whole land from Egypt to the great 
river, and much of the Near East, as we 
call it. But here, in these days of infant 
training, God had wanted Abraham to stay 
at the place of the altar where his tent had 
been pitched before and where God had 
blessed him. 

LORD, KEEP US CLOSE TO THEE. 


August 3 
ABRAHAM SAID... (20:2) 

The man of faith has no right to deceive 
the world about him. If Sarah had been no 
more than Abraham's sister, any man in the 
land would have had the right to seek an 
honorable union with her. But because of 
the lie of Abraham the Philistine put out 
his hand to take something that was not his 
at all. It is thus that the unfaithful minister 
lies about the Gospel. He preaches a half 
truth and allows the unsaved man in the 
pew to believe that he has some right to 
stretch out his hand for it. What a terrible 
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responsibility is upon the Abraham in the 
pulpit who tells the uncircumcised Philis- 
tines in the pews that they may have some 
hope of laying hold upon the bride of truth 
when truth belongs only to the ones who 


have been justified by a faith which has been ‘ 


counted unto them for righteousness. 
LORD, MAY WE TELL THE WHOLE TRUTH. 

August 4 
SHE IS MY SISTER (20:2) 

A lie is never justifiable, even to save 
a life. No matter how men may argue about 
it, the divine principle has been established, 
and nothing can change it. The purpose 
of this lie was to protect his own life. True 
love would have turned things the other way 
around and Abraham should have been will- 
ing to sacrifice his life to protect that of 
Sarah. Perhaps this story is revealed to us 
at this point in the narrative in order to take 
our eyes away from Abraham and to put 
them afresh on Abraham's Lord. There is 
no good in man, no matter how far he may 
have advanced with the Lord. Anything 
that is of good in any man is that which 
comes from the Lord, and all that is wrong 
comes from the man. The Lord has told 
us that He is the truth, and certainly the 
truth is not responsible for any lie. But 
Abraham was of Adam, and it is bound 
to crop out now and again that we may 
learn to examine our sources. 


LORD, MAKE US LOVE TRUTH. 

August 5 
—— SENT AND TOOK SARAH 
(20: 

There is more than chance or coincidence 
in this fact that Sarah now falls into the 
hands of an alien king for the second time. 
After Egypt, Abimelech. It was Satan, of 
course, that was making war on God. He 
was aware that the promised seed of the 
woman, announced first to Adam and Eve, 
was coming down through Abraham and 
Sarah. The same enemy who had sought tc 
pollute the entire race with demons before 
the flood was now seeking to pollute the 
womb of Sarah, into which the line of Christ 
was to come. Satan has but one hatred, 
and Satan never forgets. He works on and 
on in his enmity against the seed of the 
woman, and it is an undying enmity. We 
should remember that Satan would rather 
befoul a Christian than an unsaved man. 
Everyone expects the unsaved man to be 
foul. 


LORD, KEEP US IN THE PLACE OF CLEAN- 
NESS. 


Soul-winning is earth's holiest work 


August 6 
GOD CAME TO ABIMELECH IN A DREAM 
(20:3) 

Today God speaks to men only through 
the revelation that is in the Word of God. 
But in these days the Word had not even 
been begun, and God's method was a direct 
one. God is a God of great grace. He 
knew what His plan was for Sarah, and 
since Abimelech was an unconscious trans- 
gressor against that plan he would have had 
to receive the punishment that was his due, 
for ignorance is never an excuse in the 
sight of God. The grace of God here is 
extended even to a Gentile king. God con- 
descends to come to him to warn him of his 
peril in order that the man may turn from 
his ways and escape the just judgment of 
God. It is not as Jehovah, the Redeemer, 
but as God, the Creator, that Abimelech 
knows Him. 

LORD, EVER WARN US. 
August 7 
THOU ART BUT A DEAD MAN (20:3) 

Why does God intervene with such rigor? 
The answer is that all His promises were at 
stake. It would be impossible to imagine 
a situation that would have brought more 
dishonor on God's Messiah. It was but a 
short while before, perhaps a matter of days 
or weeks at the most, that God had prom- 
ised that Sarah would have the royal seed 
within a twelve-month. Suppose that Abi- 
melech had taken Sarah and that God had 
not intervened? Even to this day there 
would have remained a doubt as to the an- 
cestry of our Lord. It would have been 
questionable whether the promise to Abra- 
ham had been fulfilled. Two seeds would 
have been at the door to Sarah’s womb. As 
a result all of the covenant promises made 
to Abraham would have remained in uncer- 
tainty. The heinousness of this lie, agreed 
to by both Abraham and Sarah becomes all 
the more apparent. 

LORD, BLOCK OUR FOLLIES. 

August 8 
ABIMELECH HAD NOT COME NEAR HER 
(20:4) 

God is jealous of His promises and will 
always surround them with such lines of 
certainty that doubt is forever banished. 
The child that Sarah would soon bear is 
Abraham's, by the supernatural vitalizing of 
both parents. This line is like those that 
are so carefully put into the story of the 
birth of our Lord Himself, to show that 
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Mary had not known a man (Lk. 1:34), 
and that Joseph knew he had never been 
with her (Mt. 1:18, 19). With such meti- 
culous detail does God surround the whole 
story of redemption and give us added proof 
of the veracity of the record which He has 
given concerning His Son. The multipli- 
cation of similar details in every part of the 
Word is a guarantee of the faithfulness of 
the God who promised and of the record 
He has given.to tell us of it. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU ART 
TRUSTWORTHY. 

August 9 


LORD, WILT THOU ALSO SLAY A 
RIGHTEOUS NATION (20:4) 

He addresses God by the title of Master, 
not by the Jehovah-name of redemption. He 
must have known of the recent destruction 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, and perhaps, in 
some sense approved it. But he recognized 
a vast difference between the morality of 
Gerar and the immorality of Sodom, and he 
presents this difference in human works to 
God as a justification for his plea. We must 
not be deceived by his false opinion. The 
Philistine nation was not a righteous one. 
If God spared Gerar, it was not because of 
any goodness in either its inhabitants or its 
king, Abimelech. It is even true that it is 
of the Lord's mercies that His own people 
are not consumed (Lam. 3:22). How much 
more, then, the unsaved deserve His wrath? 
If the Lord withholds wrath even for a mo- 
ment, it is because of His common grace 
and not because of any merit in men. 
LORD, WE ACKNOWLEDGE THY RIGHT- 
EOUSNESS ALONE. 

August 10 
SAID HE NOT... (20:5) 

It is horrible to contemplate that through 
the sin of a believer even death may come 
upon an unbeliever. Sin moves in a chain 
reaction. Its consequences spread wider and 
farther from the source of the infection. 
Abraham's unbelief dragged downward the 
wife who merited the protection of his high- 
est courage. Because of her connivance 
Abimelech was tempted and put in danger. 
Because Abimelech stood as head of his com- 
munity the judgment spread out to embrace 
them all. A preliminary warning of bar- 
renness fell upon the women of his house- 
hold (v. 17, 18), but a definite warning of 
death to all that were with him (v. 7), was 
now given. And again we must underscore 
the truth that all of this began with the sin 
of the highest leader God had on earth. In- 
fection can spread from a Christian out of 
the will of God that will have dire conse- 
quences for many. 

LORD, KEEP US DISINFECTED. 
August 11 
INTEGRITY ... INNOCENCY .. . (20:5) 

If we had no more than these few verses 
we would be tempted to think that Abraham 
was the Philistine and that Abimelech was 
the prophet of the Lord. It is regrettable 
that judged by human standards there are 
many unregenerate people who are more 
honorable than some believers. The name, 
Abimelech, means “father of a king,” and 
he is but the first of a long line of pagan 
moralists that has included Plato, Aristotle, 
Marcus Aurelius, and a host of others. Their 


moral height is so great that we are almost 
tempted to think of them as believers, but 
when we look at their feet we find that there 
is a great gulf fixed between them and us. 
They stand in another land, but their moral 
height has let them look across the abyss 
into our land and see truths that never be- 
longed to them by nature and which have 
become ours only through grace. 
LORD, MAY WE STAND TALL FOR THEE. 
August 12 
1 KNOW ...1 WITHHELD THEE (20:6) 

There is nothing hid from our God. The 
Creator had made Abimelech and knew all 
of his psychology. If Abimelech had acted 
honorably, it was by the restraining power of 
God and not through following the natural 
proclivities of the flesh. Abimelech already 
had a wife (v. 17) and had sent for Sarah 
only through the following of the normal 
flow of fleshly desires. True, he had a high 
code of morals, as many unregenerate men 
have, and probably would not have molested 
Sarah had he known from the start that she 
was a wife and not an unattached sister. 
But the providence of God was at work here 
for there were greater matters at stake than 
the mere wife of a former Chaldean sheep- 
herder. This was the line of the seed of 
the woman (Gen. 3:15), and God would 
protect it and Himself so that His promises 
would be fulfilled and His name remain un- 
sullied. 

LORD, WITHHOLD US FROM SINNING. 
August 13 
SINNING AGAINST ME (20:6) 

To Abimelech is revealed a truth which 
David came to know when he came back 
to God as a penitent. David had sinned 
against Uriah by stealing his wife; he had 
sinned against Bathsheba by causing her 
husband to be murdered; he had sinned 
against the soldiers who had died in the 
futile attack which he devised in order to 
do away with the unwanted husband; he 
had sinned against the families of these men; 
he had sinned against the nation whose king 
he was, and which he should have guided 
in righteousness. But all of these phases of 
sin paled into insignificance when he con- 
sidered that God was involved. Thus he 
cried out, “Against Thee, Thee only have 
I sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight” 
(Psa. 51:4). This same truth is here re- 
vealed to a pagan king and is one of the 
most important truths of all the Word of 
God. 

LORD, MAY WE REALIZE THAT SIN IS 
AGAINST THEE. 
August 14 


RESTORE ... FOR HE IS A PROPHET 


(20:7) 
In spite of the sin of Abraham, God 


would not allow him to be dishonored in 
the face of the Philistine king. Abraham 
was not a prophet in the sense of being one 
who announced the future, but in the ety- 
mological sense of the one who stands out 
in front to represent God. It was this for 
which he had been chosen out of the hole 
of the pit (Isa. 51:2). God always takes 
care of those who are His. He defended 
Job against the counsellors who darkened 
God's plan (sic Heb.) by words without 
knowledge (Job 38:2). And, amazing coin- 


cidence of names, when David “changed 
his behaviour before [that other} Abimelech, 
who drove him away” (Psa. 34: title, cf. 
1 Sam. 21), the Lord watched over David 
and vindicated him as the Psalm in ques- 
tion shows. The Lord, by the very nature 
of His being, is bound to care for His own. 
LORD, LOOK ON US. 

st 15 


Augu: 

HE SHALL PRAY FOR THEE (20:7) 
Even before Abraham's reproach, feeble 

defense, and unrecorded repentance, God 
announced that Abraham was His man, that 
Abraham would be the intercessor, and that 
his prayer would be answered and that 
Abimelech would be spared because of Abra- 
ham. If we would only enter in to the un- 
derstanding of our high position as those 
who have been made accepted in the be- 
loved (Eph. 1:6), we would be more swift 
to return to the Lord from the moments 
when we have fallen into a state that could 
not be acceptable to Him. For His hand 
is on us for good and He who began our 
salvation will surely carry it through to its 
uttermost fulfillment (Phil. 1:6), for all of 
Christ’s belong to God, and all of God's 
belong to Christ, and He is glorified in us 
(John 17:10). It is this that gives us our 
place before God that we may pray for 
others. 
LORD, GIVE US POWER THROUGH THY 
OWNERSHIP. 

August 16 


THE MEN WERE SORE AFRAID (20:8) 
The smell of Sodom’s sulphur may have 
blown away by this time, but its memory 
was still pungent in the nostrils of their 
memory. When there is a God around who 
can exercise such judgment as that which 
fell upon the cities of the plain, it is enough 
to strike terror to the hearts of the Philis- 
tines of Gerar. And when the man who 
is the friend of that God comes around it 
is well to treat him and all his household 
most circumspectly, even though they come 
with lies and enticements that could cause 
death to the whole camp. And perhaps it 
would be best to say that they are to be 
treated circumspectly especially when they 
come with lies. For when there is some- 
thing out of the straight line with God, He 
is bound by the nature of His being to make 
the crooked places straight. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE WE ARE ON THY 


SIDE. 
August 17 
ABIMELECH CALLED ABRAHAM (20:9) 
It was a shameful moment for the old 
man. How faithful are the Scriptures of 
God to give us both sides of the picture. 
There is nothing pretty about the sight of 
this old man who had come from such a 
series of lofty experiences, being called to 
account by a petty Philistine king. It was 
bad enough that a justified believer, a pro- 
phet of God, should be reproved at all by 
this pagan king, but the disgrace is all the 
greater when we realize that Abraham was 
totally responsible for it, and had the humi- 
liation coming to him. He had well earned 
it and God was going to make him collect 
the bill. It wasn’t as though he was caught 
off guard in a surprise moment. He was 
guilty of a lie that had been well-rehearsed 


It is not our grasp upon God that keeps us, but His grasp upon us 
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and which had already brought him out of 
Egypt like a running cur with his tail be- 
tween his legs. 

LORD, SHAME US FOR OUR GOOD. 


August 18 
WHAT HAST THOU DONE UNTO US? 
(20:9) 

This is a question that many unsaved 
people must put to many Christians who 
live around them without witnessing truly 
to the separated nature of our calling. There 
are members of women’s clubs who will one 
day ask the believers who compromised 
among them why they considered making 
five no trumps more important than bring- 
ing them life eternal. There are business 
men who will one day ask their believing 
associates why they lived so as to give the 
impression that a few more dollars were 
more important than telling a soul of eternal 
life. Abraham had come among a pagan 
people to whom he should have witnessed, 
since all families were promised blessing 
through him (12:3), and had lived the great 
lie of a life that did not acknowledge the 
dominion of His Lord in all things. And 
so do many of us wound our neighbors. 
LORD, REPLACE OUR LIE WITH THY 
TRUTH. 

August 19 
THOU HAST BROUGHT A GREAT SIN 
(20:9) 

We must admire the moral sentiments of 
this heathen king who looked with such 
abhorrence upon this lie which would have 
brought adultery in its steps, and death 
upon a people. If Abimelech had reproached 
Abraham bitterly, it would have been no 
more than the patriarch deserved, but the 
king comports himself with the utmost dig- 
nity, and seems to be really and profoundly 
shocked by the thought of the sin which 
had been brought so near to him and his 
people. Paul reproaches the Corinthian 
church for tolerating among them a type of 
fornication that was so horrible that it was 
not even named among the Gentiles (1 Cor. 
5:1). And the Holy Spirit commands us 
to live so that we give no offense in any 
thing, lest our ministry be blamed, but that 
rather we should live so that our lives ap- 
prove us as the true witnesses of the Lord, 
by pureness, and by love unfeigned (2 Cor. 
6:3, 6). 

LORD, RAISE OUR STANDARDS TO THE 
HIGHEST. 

August 20 
DEEDS THAT OUGHT NOT BE DONE 
(20:9) 

“They are rarely to be found who will 
under all circumstances rigidly adhere to 
truth. Many who would not choose to utter 
a direct lie, will yet put such a color upon 
things as to convey an idea quite contrary 
to truth. To magnify another's faults or to 
extenuate their own, to raise or depreciate 
the value of some commodity, to avoid per- 
secution or to obtain applause, are tempta- 
tions which forcibly operate to produce 
either exaggeration or concealment. In dis- 
agreements especially, no person can be 
fully credited in his own statement. But 
this is dishonorable to our faith. There is 
scarcely anything that affords a greater tri- 
umph to the enemies of our faith than to 
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find instances of falsehood in those who pro- 
fess it. And it requires constant watchful- 
ness and self-command to speak the truth at 
all times. Let us beg of God to put ‘truth 
in our inward parts’ (Psa. 51:6), and let 
none of us think it beneath him to use that 
humiliating prayer of David, ‘Remove from 
me the way of lying’ (Psa. 119:29).” 

LORD, REMOVE FROM ME THE WAY OF 
LYING. 


August 21 
WHAT SAWEST THOU? (20:10) 


Surely Abraham had no evidence to go 
on. His nature was evidently a suspicious 
one and had been so for the forty years 
since he planned this lie with Sarah. To say 
the least Abraham was uncharitable. His ac- 
tion showed that he believed he was moving 
into the midst of a people who were all mur- 
derers, and that they would kill for the sake 
of the mere exercise of their lust. We might 
excuse him in this thought against the Philis- 
tines if we had not found him already guilty 
of a similar unkindness against the Egyp- 
tians, when he did not even have the mem- 
ory of Sodom in his mind to influence his 
actions. We do not have a right to judge 
those whom we do not know. We are here 
in this world as the examples of love, and 
love beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things (1 Cor. 13:7). 

LORD, MAKE US CHARITABLE. 


August 22 
AND ABRAHAM SAID (20:11) 


What he should have said and what he 
really said are two different things. He 
should have said: Forgive me, Abimelech, 
for so dishonoring both you and my God. 
My selfish cowardice overwhelmed me, and 
I denied my God by fearing that He who 
called me and took me out of the pit was 
not able to take care of me. He is not as 
your gods, who are of wood and stone. He 
is the God of glory. He is the living God, 
the Creator, the Most High God, possessor 
of Heaven and earth. He told me he would 
be my shield and my exceeding great re- 
ward, and revealed Himself as El Shaddai, 
the nourisher and supplier of all my needs. 
Never has any child of Adam sinned against 
so much grace. And it is in sinning against 
Him that I came to sin against you, for all 
sins of man aganst men are the offspring 
of our sins against God. Forgive me, Abi- 
melech. 

LORD, GIVE US COURAGE FOR COW- 
ARDICE. 


August 23 
BECAUSE | THOUGHT (20:11) 


We will always be in trouble if we do 
our own thinking instead of relying on the 
revelation of God which He has given us 
in His Word. “The Lord knoweth the 
thoughts of man, that they are vanity” (Psa. 
94:11). He has told us that we are to trust 
in Him with all our hearts, and that we are 
not to lean upon our own common sense 
(Prov. 3:5). The old Scotch lady said, “I 
have learned that in the long run the Al- 
mighty is generally correct.” And happy 
the man that learns that lesson early and 
brings himself to full confidence in the re- 
vealed Word. David said, “thy Word have 
I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin 





against Thee” (Psa. 119:11). If Abraham 
had hidden in his heart the revelations that 
God had already given him, he would not 


have fallen into this sin. For his was the 
God who had said, “Fear not, Abraham; I 
am thy shield . . .” (15:1). 
LORD, SUPPLANT OUR THOUGHTS WITH 
THY WORD. 

August 24 
THE FEAR OF GOD IS NOT IN THIS 
PLACE (20:11) 

It wasn’t even in Abraham in that mo- 
ment. There is never any excuse for sin, 
but there was less than no excuse for Abra- 
ham’s sin. God had proved the faithfulness 
and loving-kindness of God for almost forty 
years, and Abraham had recently received 
the most. definite promises concerning the 
purposes of God in his life. He had stood 
in communion while God supped with him, 
and he had talked with God as a friend 
talks to friend. Every sin is against the 
grace of God and the knowledge that He 
has given us of His own desire to care for 
us. Worry and trust are opposites and it 
is impossible to be possessed of the two at 
the same time, just as it is impossible for a 
room to be in darkness and light at the same 
moment. If we are afraid, we are not be- 
lieving, and if we are believing, we cannot 
be afraid. That is why David said he would 
trust and not be afraid (Psa. 56:11). 
LORD, LET THY LOVE BANISH OUR CARE. 


August 25 
THEY WILL SLAY ME (20:11) 

Personal cowardice is never a beautiful 
thing to contemplate. A foolhardy bold- 
ness, wrong as it may be, is more pleasant 
to see than a craven timidity that will go to 
the extent of sacrificing a tender loved one 
for reasons of personal security. Abraham 
was the father of all who believe, and surely 
all of his children have been guilty of this 
selfsame lack of trust in God. The reason 
that God had to deal so hardly with Israel 
in the wilderness was because of this sin 
against the knowledge of His loving care. 
God smote the rock and waters gushed out, 
and the people immediately said, “Can He 
give bread also? Can He provide flesh for 
His people?” Then was God angry with 
Israel “Because they believed not in God, 
and trusted not in His salvation. . . . Yea, 
they turned back and tempted God, and 
limited the Holy One of Israel” (Psa. 78: 
20, 22, 41). 

LORD, MAY WE NOT LIMIT THEE. 


August 26 

YET INDEED SHE IS MY SISTER (20:12) 
White lies tend to become black with use. 
Can this be the noble Abraham, groveling 
around with limping lies, shifty-eyed and 
mealymouthed? We are forced to admit 
that even the best of all the saints, when 
they are put to the test, are just as liable to 
fall through their inherent weakness as any 
others. All are weak and fallible, for God 
wishes us to learn that we are to fix our 
gaze upon Him and not look to any man. 
If you would be miserable, look at yourself; 
if you would be perplexed, look at others, 
even leaders; but if you would be filled with 
joy, look to Christ. When God tells us 

(Continued on Page 39) 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Sunday School 


LESSONS 


By DR. ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


AUGUST 12, 1951 
The Christian’s Use of 
Money and Goods 


LESSON TEXT MATTHEW 
25:14-15, 19-30 


Golden Text: “Whatever you wish that 
men would do to you, do so to them, for 
this is the law and the prophets” (Mat- 
thew 7:12). 
Christian Stewardship 
Biblical Principle 
Tithe-Giving 
Characteristic of Early Church 
Love For Others 
Joy In Giving 
Paul's Instructions 
Defied Demetrius 
Opposed By Silversmiths 
Jesus’ Teachings 
The Parable of Talents 
Sowing and Reaping : 
The following note from the In- 
ternational Sunday School Lesson 
Committee should be helpful: “This 
second lesson on economic relation- 
ships deals particularly with human 
relations growing out of our con- 
sumption of goods and our invest- 
ments. The parable of the talents 
(Matthew 25:14-30, our printed les- 
son) relates to the latter phase (the 
use of money in making invest- 
ments) ; the first passage from Acts 
(2:43-47), to the distribution and 
consumption of goods; the second 
passage from Acts (19:23-41) to the 
greed of selfish vested interests. This 
lesson may have a stewardship em- 
phasis.”” One other suggestion (in 
relation to the thought of steward- 
ship) from the committe is that 
“money should be regarded as one 
means of expressing one’s devotion 
to Christ.” 


Biblical Principle 


Last week we were thinking of 
Christian principles involved in earn- 
ing money, or, in other words, in 
earning ‘a living. Such principles 
would rule out the acquirement of 
money by theft, fraud, misrepresen- 
tation of goods, gambling, or by ly- 
ing. They would ask us to “provide 
things honest in the sight of all men,” 
to be honorable and above reproach 
in our dealings with men, giving 
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“honest goods when we are selling 
them in the market, remembering 
that false weights and measures and 
shoddy wares are an abomination un- 
to the Lord.” So also should we ren- 
der honest work in return for our 
paycheck (The Golden Text can ap- 
ply here). 

But having agreed to these prin- 
ciples in our acquisition of the money 
necessary to provide a living for our- 
selves and families, are we released 
from any further moral considera- 
tions as to how we use and spend our 
money thus earned? 

The answer is easy enough for any- 
one who is acquainted with the teach- 
ings of Jesus, the practice of the 
members of the early Church, and the 
ethical standards of conduct taught by 
the authors of the New Testament 


epistles, not forgetting the directions . 


for honorable and successful living in 
the book of Proverbs. 

A talented author could conceivably 
write a helpful treatise on these two 
themes: Religion in Business, and 
Business in Religion, in both cases, 
of course, from the standpoint of 
Christian ethics and principles. The 
first of them might be considered as 
related to last Sunday’s lesson, the 
second one to that of today. 

I once heard of a business man who 
had a sign standing on the desk in his 
office which could be seen and read 
by his customers and clients. It read, 
“I AM THIRD.” Naturally those 
who were observant enough to see 
and read the naive statement, either 
asked themselves or the proprietor 
who the first or the second might pos- 
sibly be. The Christian businessman 
had actually placed the the sign there 
in order to get men to.open a conver- 
sation by way of that very question 
(Such is the fine spirit of members of 
such organizations as that of the 
“Christian Business Men” and of the 
Gideons ). 

This gentleman always welcomed 
the opportunity to answer the ques- 
tion by saying that in his firm or 
partnership God was the senior or 
first partner, his customer was the 
second, and he was “‘the third.” In 


the thinking and doing of such a man, 
divine and human relations being in 
proper perspective, Christian prin- 
ciples will prevail in transactions con- 
cerning income and also “outgo.” 

Christian stewardship may be used 
as a phrase to cover the idea under 
consideration today. If we are will- 
ing to think of God as the giver of 
every good and perfect gift (and ma- 
terial gifts and blessings can be in- 
cluded with His spiritual gifts), we 
will thank Him. Remember that the 
words “think” and “thank,” German 
“denken” and “danken,” are all from 
the same root. The “unthinking” pa- 
gans of Romans 1:21 did not thank 
God, for which reason they could not 
live so as to please Him. 

Tithe-Giving 

The principle of tithe-giving (men- 
tioned for the first time in the Bible 
in Genesis 14:20) was an essential. 
element in the later law-code of Isra- 
el. It was an acknowledgment of 
God’s goodness and care as mani- 
fested in granting success in business, 
in the yield of field and soil, and in 
the increase of flock and herd. 

Anyone who thus sets apart the 
first tenth of one’s increase or income, 
will be “sanctifying the whole lump,” 
which means that such a one will take 
care as to how he is going to use and, 
may we say, invest, the other nine- 
tenths. He will not only be consider- 
ing himself, but his needy brother 
also. 

He will not be interested in using 
the Lord’s money (His, because ac- 
knowledged as coming from Him) 
in gambling, in shady transactions, or 
in luxurious living, while millions are 
hungry and starving. He will not be 
found “playing the horses,” guzzling 
in saloons and “night-spots,” and 
dare we say it, spending his money 
for tobacco. 

It is great to be a Christian. Some- 
one recently remarked: “It’s fun to 
be a Christian.” There is a deep sat- 
isfaction and peace living, as it were, 
under the ever watching eye of God, 
Who speaks to us through our con- 
sciences in the light of His Word, 
guiding us and directing us, so that 
we may always be doing what is pleas- 
ing to Him. 

Characteristic of Early Church 

The early Church consisted of few 
wealthy folk, we may believe. Since 
all these “first generation Christians” 
were Hebrew Christians, it is under- 
standable that they were boycotted 
and ostracized by their people in 
business and social life. Many were 
therefore unable to support them- 
selves, thus becoming dependent upon 
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fellow-believers for food, shelter, and 
clothing. 

In Acts 2:44-47 we read of a really 
happy Christian fellowship, because 
under such circumstances each one 
was interested in the welfare of the 
others. Those who had means of 
their own were willing to share with 
those who had nothing, even selling 
their possessions and goods, and thus 
better able to distribute them among 
those who were in need. 


Joy in Giving 


There was gladness in their hearts 
as in the temple and in their homes 
they praised God for what He had 
done for them, the breaking of bread 
at their tables reminding them of 
their Lord whose body was given 
even unto death for them. 


One is particularly impressed with 
Barnabas, 4:36-37, who sold his land 
and brought the money to the apostles 
for distribution among the poor of 
the Christian community. Perhaps 
he was the man, who, although rich 
(Matthew 19:22), had no real peace, 
and therefore came to Jesus for help. 
He was told to sell what he had, and 
to give to the poor, thus laying up 
enduring treasure in heaven. He 
went away, sad, but may have done 
so—and certainly so, if he was Bar- 
nabas. 


The picture is marred by the way 
Ananias and Sapphira, 5:1-11, han- 
died their money received from the 
sale of a property. Apparently desir- 
ing to emulate Barnabas and to re- 
ceive the same credit for their gener- 
osity, they sold a possession “for a 
dollar,” so that no one might know 
how much they received for it, turned 
in to the apostles a part of the sum, 
leaving them under the impression 
that they were contributing the whole 
amount of the proceeds. 


Peter charges them with false pre- 
tense, lying to God and to the Holy 
Ghost. Hypocrisy is a grievous sin, 
and if allowed to develop in this early 
Christian community, would act like 
a cancer, eating into the very heart 
of the spiritual organism, the Church 
of Christ. Summary judgment is ex- 
ecuted upon Ananias and Sapphira to 
prevent just that, by their sudden 
death (See a similar occurrence in 
Leviticus 10:1-3). 

People generally were impressed 
by the happy disposition of these 
early Christians, observing “how 
these Christians loved one another.” 
Thus did they have favour with all 
the people, 2:47, with the result that 
the Lord was able to add to their 
company those who were being saved 
from day to day. 
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Paul's Instructions 

In Acts 19:23-41 we read of busi- 
nessmen who were objecting to the 
preaching of the Gospel by Paul in 
Ephesus, because their “business” 
was being adversely affected. The 
trade-guild, known as that of the sil- 
versmiths, objected to Paul’s preach- 
ing and teaching that Diana, whose 
image was worshipped in a gorgeous 
temple in that great city, was no deity 
at all; in his very words: “they are 
no gods, which are made with hands.” 
v. 26. 

Defied Demetrius 

Paul had to leave town after De- 
metrius had raised a riot with the help 
of the silversmiths, but his life had 
been saved by the intervention of the 
town clerk, who honestly confessed 
to the mob that Paul had not violated 
the temple, nor blasphemed the name 
of Diana. Paul had a better subject 
to preach, for when Jesus comes in, 
Diana goes out. 


Opposed by Silversmiths 

The attitude of these manufactur- 
ers of shrines was the same as that, 
shall we say, of the manufacturers 
and sellers of beverage alcohol, who 
oppose the Christian Gospel, which 
naturally will oppose their “busi- 
ness,” for as long as the money comes 
in, why worry about the horrible tale 
of crimes, accidents, and murders 
on the front page of every newspaper 
in the land practically every day in 
the year. 

Jesus’ Teachings 

The printed lesson (Matthew 
25:14-30) represents Jesus’ ewn 
words describing a business man 
about to take a trip to a foreign coun- 
try. He summons his employees in 
order to divide the responsibility 
among them for carrying on the busi- 
ness during his absence. He makes 
the assignments according to his best 
judgment as to the several abilities 
of his men. 

The Parable of Talents 

In terms of the story he gives to 
one of them five talents, to another 
two, and to another one. The first 
man and the second were seriously 
interested in the success of their em- 
ployer’s business, and_ therefore 
sought to invest his money committed 
to them to the best advantage. 

Upon his return they presented a 
statement of what they had accom- 
plished. To his complete satisfaction 
he learned that they had gained a 
hundred per cent, the man who had 
received five talents having gained 
five, and the one with two talents hav- 
ing gained two more. Happy indeed 
they were to receive the thanks and 
praise of their employer with de- 


served promotion involving increased 
responsibilities. 
Sowing and Reaping 

But the one who had received one 
talent, and who would have received 
the same reward if he had gained but 
one talent, was evidently not seriously 
interested in his employer’s business. 
He seems not to have appreciated the 
goodwill of the proprietor, and may 
even have been jealous of his fellow 
laborers because they had received 
more talents than he had. So he said, 
“T won’t work,” and therefore has 
nothing to show but the original tal- 
ent. Needless to say, he is out of the 
firm, to regret with many a teach his 
disloyalty and his lack of interest, be- 
cause of no appreciation of the man 
who had called him into his employ. 

Are any of us equally indifferent 
to the cause of our Lord? He has 
given us different talents and numer- 
ous opportunities to serve Him. Let 
us not forget that of him to whom He 
has given much He expects much, 
even as He expects less from those to 
whom less has been given. 

Be it money, or abilities which we 
usually speak of as talents, let us “in- 
vest” them in faithful service for 
Him, each one according to the “gift” 
he has received from the Head of the 
Church (Ephesians 4:11); for the 
salvation of souls at home and abroad, 
for the perfecting of the saints, and 
for the edifying of the body of Christ, 
until He come. 

“And, behold, I come quickly, and 
my reward is with Me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be” 


(Rev. 22:12). 


AUGUST 19, 1951 
The Christian’s Respect for Law 
LESSON TEXT: LUKE 20:19-26; 


| PETER 2:13-17 

Golden Text: “Render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's, and to God 
the things that are God's” (Luke 20:25). 

The Christian's Respect for Law 

Human Nature Resents 

Multiple Incidents in O.T. 
Clarifies i 


Jesus 
Principle of the Bible 
To Obey God 
To Obey Parents and Masters 
To Be Subject to the Powers That Be 
Today’s lesson and that of next 
week have to do with our relations 
to the state or shall we say, to civil 
government, implying an orderly 
state of society under law and recog- 
nized authority, however constituted. 
There are many forms of govern- 
ment, but no one can long endure 
without willing support of, and loyal 
obedience to, it on the part of its 
subjects. 
Some months ago we were speak- 
ing of the form of government 
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among the Hebrew people known as 
a theocracy, the direct rule of God, 
to whom the people were directly 
responsible and whose laws they were 
to obey. His laws were not those of 
an arbitrary tyrant, but for the wel- 
fare of .the indivdual and of the 


nation. The blessing of God was 
promised in full measure upon His 
people if they would obey His laws, 
but, by the same token, curses upon 
the people and upon the land should 
they ignore, despise, or disobey 
them. This theme is developed at 
length in Deuteronomy 28, the long- 
est chapter in that book. 

In the course of time Israel de- 
manded a king, so that they might 
be like other nations. They were 
probably impressed by the glitter and 
glamor of the pagan courts around 
them. But Samuel advised them not 
to insist on it, warning them of op- 
pression by those who would be rul- 
ing them. Not only could they expect 
exorbitant taxes, but men, cattle, and 
property, would be pressed into the 
service of the state by ambitious and 
unscrupulous rulers. 

Such a situation would naturally 
raise a most serious problem. What 
is an individual, or what are the 
people, to do when thus oppressed? 
When conditions became intolerable 
under the reign of Solomon, ten 
tribes revolted immediately after his 
death. Our own country rebelled 
against British rule under practically 
similar circumstances, and the fall of 
the Bastile in Paris indicates a like 
reaction in France. Many such occa- 
sions for revolt are recorded on the 
pages of history, referred to here 
merely to raise the question for dis- 
cussion: “How far should a Chris- 
tian, for example, condone injustice 
and support a regime steeped in 
political corruption?” 

Difficult to answer! Jesus and Paul 
had little to say about politics as such, 
in spite of possible criticisms of 
Roman government and of Roman 
“governors” in Rome itself and in 
the provinces. 

Much time could be spent in class, 
and wasted too, in discussing the 
relative merits of the various forms 
of government with which we are 
more or less familiar. In Israel 
“church and state” were practically 
one, particularly so in the time of 
the patriarchs and the theocracy. Is 
the American principle of the sepa- 
ration of Church and State the ideal 
one, especially in view of the great 
variety of “religions” within our 
borders ? 

Is the form of government known 
as a democracy based on Biblical 


Aucust 1951 





principles? Or, is an absolute mon- 
archy more likely to maintain peace, 
order, and discipline? Does the state 
exist for the welfare of the people, 
or should the people exist to serve 
the state, which too often means the 
tyrannical dictator, with whom the 
life of the individual is of no im- 
portance. 


Human Nature Resents 
Authority 

The sinister aspect of the whole 
matter is that an inherent character- 
istic of human nature is to despise 
government, authority, and law. An 
illustration may be found in the case 
of Korah and those associated with 
him, when they rebelled against the 
authority of Moses, spoken of as 
against the Lord Himself (Num. 
26:9), for the Lord had conferred 
upon Moses the authority which 
Korah protested. We read in Num- 
bers 16 how terribly this rebellious 
uprising was punished, because defi- 
nitely displeasing to the Lord. The 
name of Korah is spelled “Core” in 
Jude 11, where his “gainsaying” is 
condemned. 

This word “gainsaying” is a literal 
translation of the Greek noun, anti- 
logia, meaning the same as the Latin 
“contradication” of sinners. This 
gainsaying the syllable “gain” in this 
noun is the German gegen, (mean- 
ing “against”) of Korah is usually 
translated “rebellion” in the various 
modern English versions. 

And was not the treatment Jesus 
received actually a case of rebellion 
against God, a story which had its 
beginning in the Garden of Eden, 
where Satan is “contradicting”, that 
is, denying God’s Word, and causing 
man to disobey His command! Hence, 
we may say, comes the general ten- 
dency to despise authority in general, 
one phase of it in the latter days 
described as “disobedient to parents” 
(2 Tim. 3:2, the same phrase also 
occurring in Rom. 1:30). 

The expressions in 2 Peter 2:10, 
“they that despise government” (“do- 
minion” in the reference column), 
and “they that speak evil of digni- 
ties” may refer to the idea of criti- 
cizing those who are the leaders of 
our churches, and it may be true that 
two groups of people are more par- 
ticularly the targets of criticism, those 
in political office and those who are 
officials in our churches. I remember 
having heard frem someone that in 
a certain family they always had 
“roast preacher” for Sunday dinner. 


Jesus Clarifies Authority 


Coming now to our printed lesson, 
we meet with an incident which we 


considered some time ago, which took 
place on Tuesday of Passion Week. 
Jesus’ enemies were eager to catch 
Him in some statement of His which 
they might use as an accusation 
against Him. They brought a ques- 
tion which involved their relations 
to “Church and State,” that is, their 
duties toward both. There were two 
distinct factions at that time, one, 
(the Herodians), advocating Roman 
rule, in order to preserve peace in 
the law ; the other, consisting of those 
who were extreme nationalists (the 
Pharisees), whose pride and satis- 
faction lay in the fact that they 
meticulously observed the law of 
Moses, and despised Gentile rule. 

The question they brought was this 
familiar one: “Is it lawful for us to 
give tribute (to pay taxes) to Caesar, 
or not?” Their motive in asking this 
question is stated in verse 20. Their 
flattery in verse 21 was camouflage. 
And woe to Jesus, was their thought, 
however He might answer the ques- 
tion, for they intended to impale Him 
on one of the horns of dilemma. 

Should He say, Yes, the Pharisees 
would accuse Him of being a traitor 
to His nation ; should He say, No, the 
Herodians would accuse Him of trea- 
son against the state, the Roman 
government. How then should He 
answer them? Perceiving their crafti- 
ness, He asked them why they were 
tempting Him. What sinister motive 
did they have in asking that par- 
ticular question? Suddenly He asks 
them to show Him a coin, which they 
do. “Whose likeness and inscription 
do you see on this coin?” He asks. 
“Caesar’s”, was their reply. “If that 
is so”, He says, “give to Caesar that 
which belongs to him, but do not 
oy to give to God that which is 

is.” 

And thus “Church and State” are 
properly taken care of, wherefore, 
“they could not take hold of His 
words before the people; and they 
marveled at His answer, and held 
their peace. 

Thus does the Christian have his 
warrant for paying tribute to the 
state and for worshiping God. It 
has been suggested that we should not 
reverse these two loyalties ; we should 
not worship the state, and we should 
do more than to pay a mere dime to 
maintain membership in some church. 

Human government and civil laws 
are necessary because human nature 
is what it is. The tendency of one 
to take advantage of others in any 
one of a hundred different ways 
must be restrained. Pure food laws, 
traffic laws, the police force, our 
courts — all are needed for this rea- 
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son. How often was the life of Paul 
spared by the intervention of the 
civil authorities! In Acts 22:23-27 
he could plead his Roman citizenship 
which the Roman centurion respected, 
thus saving him from being bound 
and scourged, and perhaps from a 
much worse fate. 

Paul therefore had good reason 
to appreciate the value of govern- 
mental authority, and, although it 
often fell short of the Christian ideal 
(as is often the case today), he asks 
that every soul be subject unto the 
higher powers, Romans 13:1. Rulers, 
he says, are not a terror to good 
works, but to the evil, ministers of 
God to us for good! For the sake of 
our consciences he asks us to render 
to all their dues; tribute to whom 
tribute is due; custom to whom cus- 
tom; fear to whom fear; honour to 
whom honour (read the whole pass- 
age, Rom. 13:1-7). 

To Be Subject to the Powers 
That Be 


The second of the two Scripture 
portions to be printed today is 1 Peter 
2:13-17, indicating our duties as 
Christians in relation to law under 
orderly government. “Submit your- 
selves” says Peter, “to every ordi- 
nance of man for the Lord’s sake; 
whether it be to the king, as supreme ; 
or unto governors, as unto them that 
are sent by him for the punishment 
of evildoers, and for the praise of 
them that do well; or so is the will 
of God, that with well-doing ye may 
put to silence the ignorance of fool- 
ish men; as free, and not using your 
liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, 
but as the servants of God. Honour 
all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear 
God. Honour the king.” 

Human government has its divine 
sanctions, so that to be obedient and 
submissive to the institutions of man, 
ordained for the welfare of society, 
may be considered to be “as unto the 
Lord,” for Jesus Himself showed 
deference to human government and 
to human rulers. That man should 
honour Caesar as well as God is im- 
plied in a passage as far back as 
Proverbs 24:21, where we have this 
exhortation: “My son, fear the Lord 
and the king.” It may be that Peter 
is quoting this very passage in verse 
17. 

Both Peter and Paul were anxious 
that their converts should set a good 
example as Christian citizens. There 
were, no doubt, many people who op- 
posed the Christian Church mani- 
festing their disapproval by unkind 
criticism and by various forms of per- 
secution. Peter hoped that by kind- 
ness, charity, obedience to the laws 
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of the land, and general exemplary 
conduct, they would “put to silence 
the ignorance of foolish men,” so that 
their opponents could find no occasion 
for such criticism and persecution. 

As representatives on earth of their 
Lord in heaven, they were not to take 
advantage of their Christian liberty, 
by which to violate any ordinance of 
God or man, not to despise any man 
who was not of the Christian group. 
Rather should they seek to win him 
by proper deference shown to neigh- 
bors (“honour all men”). Christian 
love among the believers would at- 
tract the attention of non-Christians 
(“love the brotherhood”). And even 
kings and emperors would thus find 
them to be substantial and desirable 
subjects. 

It is apparent from the criminal 
records that true Christians do not 
frequently cause our authorities any 
trouble. Respect for law, love for 
God and one’s neighbors, and a 
generally peaceable disposition within 
the heart of Christians make it pos- 
sible to understand Jesus’ words when 
in Matthew 5:13 and 14 He declares 
that His followers are the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world. 


AUGUST 26, 1951 
The Christian’s Responsibility in 
Public Life 
LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 
5:13-16; ACTS 5:25-29; 
| PETER 3:13-16 
Golden Text: “We must obey God rather 


than men” (Acts 5:29). 
The Christian's Responsibility in Public 
Life 


Our Christian Heritage 
Jesus’ Teaching 

The Christian Is Salt 

The Christian Is A Light 

The Government Will Be Hostile 

The Christian's Reward 

Many think of our country as a 

Christian nation. In practically every 
community in the land there is a 
church representing one of the Chris- 
tian denominations. We naturally 
take this situation for granted, hav- 
ing been born into it. We may not, 
therefore, often ask the question, To 
what extent has the Church influenced 
our people? or, How much are we 
indebted to the Church for what we 
as a Christian nation are? 

Our Christian Heritage 

The only way we could possibly 

answer such questions would be to 
visualize our country and our com- 
munities without a single church in 
them. And it would not be a pretty 
picture. Granted that the Church is 
not perfect, it has largely determined 
our Christian ideals in social and poli- 
tical life, in spite of the fact that there 


are, and probably always will be, those 
who, because thoroughly selfish, have 
no interest whatever in such ideals, 
whether theoretically or in actual life 
and conduct. 

There always have been those who 
disparage the influence of the Church, 
even going so far as to prophesy that 
the Church will be “going to the 
dogs,” but thus far it has always been 
the dogs that have died! 

Who would wish to raise his fam- 
ily in a community in which there are 
no Christian influences at all? Some 
years ago I heard of a Brooklyn 
brewer who sent his wife and daugh- 
ters to Ocean Grove each summer. 
When asked why he, as a brewer, 
sent them to a Methodist camp-meet- 
ing resort, he replied that he himself 
enjoyed the quietness of each week- 
end there with his family, and that 
he knew that his wife and daughters 
were perfectly safe! No saloons, you 
see, but a thoroughly Christian at- 
mosphere. 


The Christian Is Salt 


Jesus used simple but effective 
symbols to describe the influence of 
Christians as individuals, and there- 
fore of the Christian Church, when 
in our lesson He says: “Ye are the 
salt of the earth; but if the salt hath 
lost its savour, wherewith shall it be 
salted, it is thenceforth good for 
nothing, but to be cast out, and to 
be trodden under foot of men (Mt. 
5:13). 

The Christian Is a Light 

In the next verses of our lesson He 
goes on to say that “Ye are the light 
of the world.” A city that is set on 
a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men 
light a candle, and put it under a 
bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
gives light unto all that are in the 
house. Let your light so shine before 
men that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven. 

J. C. Ryle, Bishop of Liverpool, a 
century ago, wrote his “Expository 
Thoughts on the Gospels,” published 
by Revell, which should be in the 
library of every Christian home. 

His comments on these opening 
verses of our lesson will be helpful: 
“True Christians are to be in the 
world like salt. Now salt has a pe- 
culiar taste of its own utterly unlike 
anything else. When mingled with 
other substances, it preserves them 
from corruption. It imparts a por- 
tion of its taste to everything it is 
mixed with. It is useful as long as it 
preserves its savor, but no longer. 
Are we true Christians? Then behold 
here our place and its duties!” 
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“True Christians are to be in the 
world like light. Now it is the prop- 
erty of light to be utterly distinct 
from darkness. The least spark in a 
dark room can be seen at once. Of 
all things created, light is the most 
useful. It fertilizes. It guides. It 
cheers. It was the first thing called 
into being. Without it the world 
would be a gloomy blank. Are we 
true Christians? Then behold again 
our position and responsibilities.” 

“Surely, if words mean anything, 
we are meant to learn from these two 
figures, that there must be something 
marked, distinct, and peculiar about 
our character, if we are true Chris- 
tians. It will never do to idle through 
life, thinking and living like others, 
if we mean to be owned by Christ as 
His people. Have we grace? Then 
it must be seen. Have we the Spirit? 
Then there must be fruit. Have we 
any saving religion? Then there must 
be a difference of habits, tastes, and 
turn of mind between us and those 
who think only of the world “Salt” 
and “light” evidently imply “pecu- 
liarity” of heart and life, of faith and 
practice. We must dare to be singu- 
lar and unlike the world, if we mean 
to be saved.” (Thus far the Bishop.) 

It will be remembered that Jesus 
said of Himself that He is the light 
of the world (John 9:5). It is only 
because of our life and His life in us 
that we can’be the light of the world. 
It has often been said that the moon 
has no light of its own, but reflects 
the light of the glorious sun into a 
dark world. So the Christian, “look- 
ing ever unto Jesus,” will be reflect- 
ing the light of the Sun of Righteous- 
ness into a spiritually dark world. 


It would be well to study the vari- 
ous passages in the epistles which 
elaborate upon the contrast between 
darkness and light. John whose vo- 
cabulary is characterized by the 
words life, and light, and love, speaks 
as follows in 1 John 1:5-7: “This 
then is the message which we have 
heard of Him, and declare unto you, 
that God is light, and in Him is no 
darkness at all. If we say that we 
have fellowship with Him, and walk 
in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth: but if we walk in the light, as 
He is in the light, we have fellow- 
ship one with another, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all 
sin. 

Paul is of the same mind, for in 
writing to the Ephesian Christians 
he says in 5:8, “for ye were some- 
time darkness, but now are ye light 
in the Lord; walk as children of 
light.” In Colossians 1:12-14 he uses 
the same figure, asking the Colossian 
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Christian “to give thanks unto the 
Father, Who hath made us meet to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light; Who hath delivered 
us from the power of darkness, and 
hath translated us into the kingdom 
af His dear Son; in Whom we have 
redemption through His blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins.” 

Hear also what Paul says again, 
this time speaking to the Philippian 
Christians in 2:15, a verse which 
would be an appropriate “Golden 
Text” for our lesson: “That ye may 
be blameless and harmless (sincere), 
the sons of God, without rebuke, in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse 
nation, among whom ye shine (or, 
shine ye) as lights in the world.” 

In Matthew 13:33, a portion of our 
printed lesson, Jesus says that “the 
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, 
which a woman took, and hid in three 
measures of meal, till the whole was 
leavened.” The lesson committee is 
evidently of the opinion that the leav- 
en put by the woman into the meal, 
and gradually but surely permeating 
it completely, is a type of the influ- 
ence of the Christian Church as it 
carries the Gospel unto the ends of 
the earth, slowly but surely trans- 
forming society until it is finally sub- 
limated into the ideal kingdom of 
God. 

Without arguing the point, we 
merely state that many Bible students 
believe that leaven in the Bible is al- 
ways a type of evil, and of an evil 
influence (the leaven of the Pharisees 
and of the Sadducees Matt. 16:6), 
and that Jesus in this verse is not 
speaking of a good influence, but of 
false doctrine injected and brought 
into the life and teaching of the 
Church, thus really weakening the 
influence of the Church as a spiritual 
force in public life. 

The Government Will Be Hostile 

The next portion of our printed 
lesson reminds us that Christians are 
still living in a world which is in re- 
bellion against God, which means that 
it is hostile to the Church. All through 
the book of Acts, the first chapter of 
Church history, we read of Satanic 
activity, seeking not only to prevent 
the growth and spread of the Church, 
but even to destroy it. Persecution 
is one of the major themes of the 
book. It is a dramatic book, full of 
details concerning the conflict be- 
tween the kingdom of darkness and 
the kingdom of light. 

How did the apostles and the early 
Christians live their new life in 
Christ as citizens under a government 
hostile to them? In Acts 5, after 
Peter and John had been arrested 


(chapters 3 and 4), tried, and liber- 
ated, upon condition that they were 
not to speak or teach in the name of. 
Jesus, to which they did not, how- 
ever, assent, all the apostles were 
arrested (v. 18), after the authori- 
ties noticed increasing interest on 
the part of the people in the ministry 
of the apostles. 
The Christian’s Reward 


By their hands many signs and 
wonders were wrought among the 
people ; many sick folk were healed, 
and multitudes. of believers were 
added to the Lord. When the au- 
thorities, at the instigation of the 
High Priest, put the apostles into 
prison, the angel of the Lord liberated 
them by opening the doors of the 
prison. So it came to pass that they 
entered the temple court and again 
began to teach early in the morning, 
as they were commanded to do by 
the angel. The’ officers, who had 
come to the prison to bring them out 
for trial, did not find them there. 
They were later informed that the 
apostles were again teaching in the 
temple. So they were ordered to 
arrest them and to bring them before 
the Sanhedrin, which they did with- 
out any violence, which the people 
would have protested. 

They were charged with having 
disobeyed the orders not to teach any 
more, but Peter as their spokesman 
said: “We ought to obey God rather 
than men” (our Golden Text for 
today). He continues by giving the 
council a typical sermon, from the 
usual text, “Christ crucified, yea, 
rather, that is risen again.” 

Gamaliel, a learned teacher in 
Israel, a doctor of the law and a 
member of the. council, defended the 
apostles by cautioning the leaders, 
saying, “Refrain from these men, 
and let them alone; for if this coun- 
sel or this work be of men, it will 
come to nought; but if it be of God, 
ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply 
ye be found even to fight against 
God.” A wise advocate was he, 
whom the Lord used to defend His 
ambassadors. Warned again that 
they should not speak in the name 
of Jesus, they were beaten, and then 
let go. 

But they did not quit, rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to 
suffer shame for His name; indeed 
they ceased not to teach and preach 
Jesus Christ daily in the temple, and 
in every house. Thus did the Greek 
word martyr, which originally meant 
merely a witness, acquire the meaning 
which it bears today, one who is 
willing to suffer for the privilege of 
bearing his testimony. 
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To this Peter adds his exhortation 
in his first epistle, 3:13-16, “And 
who is he that will harm you, if ye 
be followers of that which is good?” 
The answer is not given, but the im- 
plication may well be, and that out of 
his own experience as related above, 
that Satanic and demonic forces are 
ever in active opposition to those who 
will be and do good. 

So he continues: “But and if ye 
suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy 
are ye; and be not afraid of their 
terror, neither be troubled; but 
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts 
(a better manuscript reading is, 
“sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
hearts”); and be ready always to 
give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason for the hope 
that is in you through meekness and 
fear ; having a good conscience ; that, 
whereas they speak evil of you, as 
of evildoers, they may be ashamed 
that falsely accuse your good con- 
versation (manner of life) in Christ.” 

By following Peter’s exhortation, 
we shall adorn the doctrine we con- 
fess, and we shall be honoring and 
glorifying Him Whose name we bear 
as Christians ; thus presenting to the 
world in which we live a faithful 
witness and testimony to the Chris- 
tian way of life. 


SEPTEMBER 2, 1951 
Christian Relations Among Races 


LESSON TEXT: JOHN 4:4-14; 
ACTS 10:25-28; COLOSSIANS 
3:11 
Golden Text: “God shows no partiality, 
but in every nation anyone who fears 
Him and does what is right is acceptable 

to Him” (Acts 10:34-35, R.S.V.). 


Christian Relations Among Races 
Scriptural Teachin 
Made of One Blood 
No Partiality with God 
Racial Divisions 
Greeks and Barbarians 
The Samaritans 
Jews and Gentiles 
New Testament Examples 
Jesus at Jacob's Well 
Cornelius, the Roman Centurion 
Peter's Opportunity 

Remembering again the overall 
topic of our lessons for the quarter, 
“Christian Teaching on Human Re- 
lations,” we study that phase of it 
today which has to do with “Chris- 
tian Relations among Races,” with 
a sub-heading, “One World of Many 
Peoples.” 

The following suggestion has been 
made by the Lesson Committee: 
“Here is an opportunity to deal with 
the problem of race relations at its 
origin — failure to value persons as 
persons regardless of race. The 
Scripture references show that a 
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correct approach to issues involving 
racial and cultural groups often de- 
pends on personal knowledge and 
experience. By coming to know 
people of other races and groups, 
especially through Christian relation- 
ships, and with a conviction that 
there is one Saviour for all men, we 
may discover the true worth of all 
people, and so make possible Chris- 
tian attitudes and practices among 
the races and among the many cul- 
tural groups within the races.” 


Made of One Blood 


We should at the beginning of our 
study note what Paul tells us, as he 
is speaking in the great city of 
Athens, standing on the Areopagus 
(that is, Mars’ Hill), that God “hath 
made of one blood all nations of men 
for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth.” The solidarity of the race 
has always been implied in the 
Scriptural teaching concerning Adam 
as our common ancestor, and, after 
the flood, by virtue of the fact that 
“from the three sons of Noah, Ham, 
Shem, and Japheth, was the whole 
earth overspread.” Genesis 9:18-19. 

In a general way we have always 
associated the descendants of Ham 
with Africa, the descendants of Shem 
with Asia, and the descendants of 
Japheth with Europe. We may find 
proof of the statement in our Golden 
Text that “God does not show par- 
tiality” by reading in Acts 8 of the 
conversion of the Ethiopian (a de- 
scendant of Ham, living in Africa) ; 
in Acts 9 of the conversion of Saul 
(Paul), (a descendant of Shem, living 
in Asia); and of the conversion of 
Cornelius, the Roman centurion (a 
descendant of Japheth, living in 
Europe). 

In recent years we have heard the 
phrase “One World” used in various 
connections. It denotes an idea and 
an ideal which we would like to see 
as a fact, but up to the present time 
it remains as an indication of wishful 
thinking on the part of many, but 
with small hope of immediate reali- 
zation. 


Greeks and Barbarians 


Many years ago men divided the 
race into two groups, Greeks and 
Barbarians, the former thinking of 
themselves as the superior group by 
far, and “looking down” with dis- 
dain upon the latter. Another ex- 
pression of similar import was “Jews 
and Gentiles,” the latter regarded as 
unclean and often referred to as dogs 
(Mark 7:27). 

Many other divisions of the race 
have been made, based on differences 
in languages, color of skin, nation- 





ality, geographical location, or cul- 
tural characteristics. Even though 
“made of one blood,” these differ- 
ences have aroused jealousies, con- 
tempt, and hatred, resulting not only 
in mutual antipathies, but in out- 
breaks of violence— the causes of 
wars throughout the centuries of 
human history. Such wars have, of 
course, not eased inter-racial or inter- 
national tensions, but rather intensi- 
fied and increased them. One might 
say that the world is farther from 
being “One World” today than ever. 
And Satan, who hates peace, order, 
harmony, and concord, would have 
it so! 


The Samaritans 


Turning now to our printed lesson, 
we shall direct our attention to that 
group of people known as the Samari- 
tans, who lived in the northern half 
of Canaan (Palestine). Their history 
began about 722 B.C., when the 
Assyrian army captured the city of 
Samaria, the capital of the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel. After the King 
of Assyria had deported the larger 
part of the population of that terri- 
tory, he re-introduced a pagan element 
from neighboring heathen areas. 


Jews and Gentiles 


Without going into greater detail, 
suffice it to say that in the course of 
the centuries there developed a 
“mixed race” with respect to language 
and religion. It is for this reason 
that “the Jews had no dealings with 
the Samaritans,” as we read in John 
4:9. 

That the Samaritans had no kindly 
feelings toward the Jews is shown by 
their active opposition to the re- 
building of the Temple in Jerusalem 
by the Jews after their return from 
the Babylonian captivity (read Ezra 
4-6). Some years later, when Nehe- 
miah returned with his companions 
for the purpose of rebuilding the 
walls of the devastated city of Jeru- 
salem, he had to contend with the 
same kind of opposition, arising from 
the same source (read Neh. 4-6). 
In both cases the work was completed, 
“because they made their prayer 
unto their God” (Neh. 4:9). 

In New Testament times the 
Samaritans, who lived between Ju- 
daea on their southern border and 
Galilee to the north, had a temple 
on Mount Gerizim. (John 4:21). 
They used “the five books of Moses,” 
the Pentateuch, as their Scriptures, 
and observed many of the rites and 
rituals therein prescribed. 

But the Jews, in traveling from 
Judaea to Galilee, avoided the direct 
route through Samaria by crossing 
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the Jordan, proceeding northward on 
the other side and then re-crossing 
the stream. Read now John 4:3-4; 
“Jesus left Judaea, and departed 
again into Galilee. And He must 
needs go through Samaria!” Why? 
Was He not affected by the common 
prejudices of His time and people? 


Jesus at Jacob’s Well 


No. He was interested in the com- 
mon needs of the people of “one 
world,” rising above its petty preju- 
dices and bitter bickerings of nation- 
alist groups. So we find him seated 
at noon near Jacob’s well, not far 
from Sychar, in the heart of the 
Samaritan country. The disciples 
had gone to buy some food, when a 
woman from Sychar appeared to 
draw water from the well. 

Jesus opens a conversation with 
her by asking for a drink. She is 
surprised to have a Jew willing to 
ask her, a woman of Samaria, for a 
drink of water. He doesn’t argue 
the point, wishing rather to turn the 
conversation to something more im- 
portant. So He says: “If thou know- 
est who it is that saith to thee, “Give 
me to drink,” thou wouldest have 
asked of him, and he would have 
given thee living water.” 

Surprised she was indeed to hear 
this, for he had no vessel with which 
to draw water from so deep a well. 
He couldn’t by any chance be greater 
than her ancestor Jacob who gave 
his children and cattle water in the 
usual way from this ancient well! 

So Jesus brings the conversation 
to a head in these words: “Whoso- 
ever drinketh of this water shall 
thirst again; but whosoever drinketh 
of the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst; but the water that I 
shall give him shall be in him a well 
(better, a spring or fountain) of 
water springing up into everlasting 
life.” 

Thus did this “foreigner” recog- 
nize in Jesus only a jew at first 
(v. 9), then a prophet (v. 19), then, 
finally, the Messiah (vs. 25-26). As 
a result of her testimony, many of 
the Samaritans believed on Him 
(vs. 39 and 41). It is quite plausible 
that the sowing of the seed by Jesus 
Himself on this occasion was in part, 
at least, responsible for the spiritual 
harvest reaped by Philip the Evan- 
gelist in Acts 8:5-25. 

Other incidents in the Gospel story 
which show that men of whatever 
race or nation are fundamentally the 
same, subject to the same emotions, 
and thus in that sense belonging to 
“One World,” are the account of the 
Good Samaritan, who showed kind- 
ness to the victim (probably a Jew) 
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of highway robbers, and the episode 
of the cleansing of ten lepers, only 
one of whom returned to say “Thank 
you,” and he was a Samaritan! 

If we had the time we might review 
the story of Ruth, who, although a 
Moabitess, found sanctuary among 
the Hebrew people, and was honored 
with a place for her name in the 
genealogical record of Jesus (Mt. 
532, 

Cornelius — the Roman 
Centurion 

But the second portion of our les- 
son concerns the conversion of Cor- 
nelius, the Roman centurion men- 
tioned above, therefore a Gentile. 
He may have become interested in 
Jesus through the testimony of Philip 
the Evangelist, since both of them 
lived in the same community, Caes- 
area. Naturally the Lord knew of 
the questionings of his heart, and 
therefore spoke to him one afternoon, 
perhaps while he was praying, by way 
of a vision. 

The Lord directed him to send to 
Joppa, a town farther down the sea- 
coast, where the Apostle Peter just 
then happened to be the guest of 
Simon, a tanner. ~The messengers 
whom Cornelius sent were to invite 
Peter to come to his home in Caes- 
area, for he was in a position to 
answer the questions which Cornelius 
would have liked to discuss. 


Peter’s Opportunity 

But how could Peter enter the 
home of a Gentile without himself 
becoming defiled and unclean! So 
the Lord prepared his mind by the 
sheet full of unclean beasts descend- 
ing from him in a dream, a voice 
commanding Peter to kill and eat. 
He reacted as a Jew would, refusing, 
because these forms of animal life 
were forbidden by their dietary code 
in Leviticus 11 to be eaten, as not 
“kosher.” 

The sheet was let down three times, 
and with emphasis the voice charged 
Peter not to call unclean what God 
had cleansed, that is, he was no longer 
to call Gentiles unclean. So it hap- 
pened that at this very time the 
messengers sent by Cornelius arrived 
and rapped at the door of the home 
where he was being entertained. 

The Holy Spirit (in Acts 10:19- 
20) took this occasion to interpret 
the vision of the sheet let down from 
heaven ; told him that three men were 
at the door calling for him, and then 
ordered him to accept their invita- 
tion and to follow them. He went 
downstairs to greet them, received 
their invitation, and with six breth- 
ren (11:12) accompanied them to 
the home of Cornelius, who, as a 


gracious host, received him, actually 
falling down at his feet and worship- 
ing him. (v: 25). 

But Peter was too humble a man 
to accept such veneration, saying, 
“Stand up; I myself also am a man!” 
He enters the home of Cornelius 
while talking with him, and is sur- 
prised to find a goodly company of 
friends gathered as “a house party,” 
not to play bridge, but to hear the 
Word of life. Cornelius explains why 
he had sent for him, whereupon Peter 
delivers a truly Gospel message 
(vs. 34-43). 

Before Peter was finished, the 
Holy Spirit fell upon the company, 
to the astonishment of the Hebrew 
Christians, for “on the Gentiles also” 
(v. 45) was poured out the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. Thus, through the 
preaching of Peter, Hebrews were 
converted (Acts 2, on Pentecost) ; 
Samaritans in Acts 8:14-17, and in 
our lesson, Acts 10, Gentiles accept 
the Gospel of the crucified, risen, 
and ascended Lord Jesus. Thus did 
Peter use the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven given him in Matthew 
16:19, with the same authority like- 
wise granted to the other Apostles in 
Matthew 18:18. 

The last verse of our printed lesson 
(Col. 3:11) gives us the condition 
under which we may hope for “One 
World.” ‘It is only in Christ that 
“there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
circumcision nor uncircumcision, 
Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free; 
but Christ is all, and in all.” 

In conclusion, we could profitably 
study Ephesians 2 and 3, noting that 
the pronouns “ye” and “you” in 
2:1, 2 refer to Gentile Christians in 
the Church at Ephesus, and the pro- 
noun “we” in 2:3 refers to Hebrew 
Christians. Paul is overwhelmed by 
the grace and mercy of God whereby 
he was called to extend the blessings 
of the Gospel to the Gentile world, 
bringing both Jew and Gentile into 
one body, reconciled by the cross, the 
enmity between them abolished as the 
result of God’s love manifested in 
Christ for the whole world, without 
any partiality ! 


SEPTEMBER 9, 1951 
Fellowship in the Church 
LESSON TEXT: PHILIPPIANS 
1:27 — 2:11 
Golden Text: “By this we know love, 
that He laid down His life for us; and 
we ought to lay down our lives for the 

brethren” (1 John 3:16). 
Fellowship in the Church 
The Visible Church 
Christians Instructed to Assemble 
Church Discipline 
A Praying Church 
John Stresses Love of Brethren 








Since man is not normally inclined 
to live alone as a hermit, he will 
usually be looking for companionship 
with others of his kind. It is for 
this reason that ee this 


quarter we have been studying about 
the family, the community, the nation, 
and the races. For the same reason 
we find many varieties of organiza- 
tions, which are made up of indi- 
viduals who are interested in a com- 
mon cause or project. 

Some of these organizations, 
whether they be called societies, clubs, 
fraternities, sororities, associations, or 
granges, operate for the furtherance 
of a cause. If it be for the promotion 
of health and for the prevention of 
disease, or for the alleviation of suf- 
fering in case of a public calamity, 
we may think of “the Red Cross.” 
If it is a group of citizens interested 
in political problems as related to 
government, we think of a political 
party. A fraternity on a university 
campus may be interested in academic 
as well as in purely social activities. 
So varied are such organizations in 
their interests, and so numerous, that 
almost everyone can find something 
to join; as some recently put it, we 
are a nation of “joiners.” 

Members of these types of organi- 
zations are usually interested in their 
mutual welfare, as well as in the 
promotion of a cause. A fraternity 
(literally, a brotherhood) or a fellow- 
ship would emphasize this idea, 
stressing the interest which one mem- 
ber would have in the welfare of the 
others. 


The Visible Church 


This is especially the case with the 
Church, which particularly warrants 
the name of fellowship according to 
1 John 1:3, a fellowship with the 
Father and with His Son Jesus 
Christ, and for that very reason a 
“fellowship one with another.” Chris- 
tians in 1 Cor. 1:10 are said to have 
been called unto the fellowship of 
God’s Son, which in turn becomes a 
fellowship in the Gospel (Phil. 1:5), 
a spiritual fellowship (Phil. 2:1) 
which points to something above the 
level of human and secular associa- 
tions. 

The first of four portions of Scrip- 
ture assigned for reading and study 
today is Matthew 18:15-20, dealing 
with the matter of Church discipline. 
That Jesus is Himself interested in 
“His Church” is indicated in verse 
20, where He says that “where two 
or three are gathered together in My 
name, there am I in the midst of 
them.” The relation between members 
constituting the Church is that of 
“brethren,” and if one of them shall 
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trespass against another, the matter 

should be settled between them as 

soon and as amicably as possible. 
Church Discipline 

If the one who has committed the 
trespass is not inclined to settle the 
dispute, then shall the injured party 
take one or two other brethren in 
order to talk the matter over and to 
compose the difficulty if possible. 
Only if he refuses to hear them is 
the matter to be brought before the 
Church ; but if he refuses to hear the 
Church, “he is to be as a heathen and 
a publican” (v. 17). The atmosphere 
of the Church is to be one of peace 
and unity (“keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace, Eph. 
4:3). Those who cause divisions and 
offences contrary to the doctrine 
which they had learned are to be 
avoided, Romans 16:17. The early 
Church continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ “doctrine and fellowship.” 
One without the other is impossible 
(Acts 2:42). 

The second passage of assigned 
Scripture is another glimpse of the 
early Church as recorded in Acts 
4:31-37. After Peter and John had 
been imprisoned (4:3), and, after 
a “trial,” releaSed (4:21), they re- 
ported to the assembled Church what 
the chief priests and elders had said 
to them, particularly with respect to 
the ban which they had laid upon 
them, commanding them not to speak 
nor teach in the name of Jesus. 


A Praying Church 

The Church at once resorted to 
prayer, as always when persecution 
threatened, beseeching the Lord to 
take note of the hostile attitude of 
the leaders and to grant unto His 
servants that with all boldness they 
might continue to speak God’s word 
and not to quit, rather that they might 
count it all joy to be considered 
worthy to suffer shame for His name. 

The Lord responded by shaking 
the place where the Church was as- 
sembled. Filled with the Holy Ghost, 
“they spake the word of God with 
boldness. And the multitude of them 
that believed were of one heart and 
of one soul; neither said anyone of 
them that ought of the things which 
he possessed was his own; but they 
had all things common. And with 
great power gave the apostles wit- 
ness of the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and great grace was upon them 
all.” 

Thus we see that the early Church 
was characterized by “one accord,” 
and one heart and one soul ; secondly, 
by a zeal in bearing witness to their 
Lord, the one program assigned to 


the Church (Acts 1:8), and thirdly, 
by a mutual interest in each other, 
as we read (v. 34) that there was not 
any among them that lacked; for as 
many as were possessors of lands or 
houses sold them, and brought the 
prices of the things that were sold, 
and laid them down at the apostles’ 
feet ; and distribution was made unto 
every man according as he had need.” 

This general statement is followed 
by a specific illustration, that of 
Jesus (surnamed Barnabas by the 
apostles), a Levite who had come to 
Jerusalem from the island Cyprus. 
He owned some land, but seeing the 
need of these Jerusalem Christians, 
he sold his property, and brought 
the money, and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet. Was Barnabas the man in 
Matthew 19:16-22 who was told by 
Jesus to do this very thing? 

Where did these early Christians 
get the inspiration to sacrifice thus 
for the benefit and relief of others in 
this Christian fellowship, the Church 
of Christ? The answer is simple; 
they got it from Christ Himself. We 
append the translation of our printed 
lesson as we read it in the Centenary 
Translation by Mrs. Montgomery; 
Judson Press. 

“Only do lead lives worthy of the 
Gospel of Christ; so that, whether I 
come to see you or hear reports con- 
cerning you in my absence, I may 
know that you are standing firm in 
one spirit, with one soul, enlisted in a 
common struggle for the faith of the 
Gospel, and in no way terrorized by 
its enemies. 

“For your fearlessness is a clear 
indication of coming ruin for them, 
but of salvation for you at the hands 
of God. For it has been granted you 
in Christ’s behalf, not only to believe 
on Him, but also to suffer for His 
sake, while you wage the same con- 
flict which you once saw in me, and 
now hear that I maintain. (Paul had 
been arrested in Philippi, and was a 
prisoner in Rome when he wrote this 
letter to the Church in Philippi.) 

“If then there is any comfort in 


Christ, if there is any persuasive 


power in love, if there is any com- 
panionship of the Spirit, if there is 
any tenderness and pity, I entreat 
you to make my joy overflow by 
living in harmony; possessing the 
same love, and with one soul united 
in one purpose. Do nothing out of 
strife, nothing out of vanity, but let 
each one in true humility consider 
the others to be of more account than 
himself. Let each have an eye not 
only for his own interests, but also 
for the interests of others.” 
(Continued on Page 39) 
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New Hooks 


Luther’s Progress Towards the Diet of 
Worms, 1521. Gordon Rupp. Student 
Christian Movement, London. 146 p. 
$2.00. 

One of the phenomena of modern reli- 
gious literary thought is the increasing em- 
phasis on the Reformers. Half a dozen 
volumes have been published on Luther dur- 
ing the past year, two or three of them 
good, and two of them very good. This 
slender volume, published in England, is 
one of the very good ones. It is not as 
important as Luther and His Times by E. 
G. Schwiebert, to which I hope to devote 
a major article in the near future. But this 
volume has a great deal to contribute, for 
Mr. Rupp has a keen and penetrating in- 
sight into the Reformer and his work. 

Many men have studied the work, but 
this writer is able to see the man in such 
a way that he makes us see the reasons be- 
hind the work. For example, “We shall 
never understand Luther unless we under- 
stand that he was by trade a theological 
professor; that year in year out (the excep- 
tions can be counted on the fingers), twice 
a week at the appointed hour, he walked 
into the lecture room and addressed succes- 
sive generations of students: and this for 
thirty years until he was old and feeble and 
could only croak his last lecture.” 

The writer also shows the great impor- 
tance that the invention of printing had on 
the work of Luther, and shows how every- 
thing was in transition in that day: “In 
between lectures he attended the death bed 
of a world and assisted in the birth of a 
new age.” D.G.B. 


History of the Jews. Paul Goodman. 7th 
edition, revised by Rabbi Israel Cohen. 
Dent, London. 280 p. $2.50. 

Every Bible student should know some- 
thing about the history of the Jews. This 
book has been the standard in the field for 
half a century and has passed through edi- 
tion after edition. Now a new edition, re- 
vised and brought up to date, has been 
issued in London. This book is almost ‘cer- 
tainly the best introduction to the subject 
that is to be found in print. D.G.B. 


God So Loved the World. Elizabeth 
Goudge. Coward McCann, Inc., New 
York, 1951. 311 p. $3.50. 

God So Loved the World is an unusual 
religious book. First, it is written by a 
novelist who knows how to write, her pre- 
vious novels having received great acclaim 
from the reading public; second, this book 
is written by an author who evidently knows 
the Person of her theme personally. 

Elizabeth Goudge has not -given us a 
Christ conjured up by the imagination of 
sentimentality. We have here no anemic 
Jesus, born under questionable circumstances 
to an obscure Jewish maiden. But in clear 
focus, expressed in English of surpassing 
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beauty, we have the record of God Incar- 
nate, born of Mary, yet Son of God. 

Only the Son of God could carry out the 
purpose of her book. She says: “We live 
in days of darkness and fear and I wanted 
this book to be a picture not of a man who 
lived and died nearly 2,000 years ago, but 
of a man who is alive today, one Lord, and 
one God, who is also our Friend and in- 
separable Companion. A Friend who has 
endured every kind of suffering there is to 
be endured and whose courage and love 
will hold us firmly through life and through 
death.” 

Our author points out that this is a Per- 
son whom no one can afford to set aside. 
“This is the story of that almost unbeliev- 
able humbling, the life that God lived when 
He came down from Heaven and lived upon 
earth as a man. In a particular human 
body, born to a mother belonging to a cer- 
tain race of people, nearly 2,000 years ago 
in the country of Palestine, God lived and 
died for us men for our salvation. The 
fact of this humility is so glorious that it 
is beyond human understanding, but the 
limitations of race and time and place put 
sort of a picture frame about the glory, so 
that we can look at it without being blinded. 
And we must look at it, because the picture 
in the frame is the most important thing in 
this world, or in any other.” (p. 3, Ital. 
ours.) 

We have here, not a novel, but a story. 
We have a faithful account of the Gospel 
record, following somewhat the pattern of 
the Gospel of John, set in story form. The 
author does not give us an impressionistic 
painting of our Lord, rather, she gives to 
us a sharp series of photographs done in 
the most exquisite literary technicolor. Lis- 
ten to her as she unfolds the necessity for, 
and the purpose of, the incarnation. “He 
(selfish man) chose to serve himself instead 
of God, and for a man to think himself 
more worthy of attention than God is pride, 
the most detestable of the sins, and the root 
of all the others. To serve God is to serve 
holiness and life eternal and to attain to 
them; to serve self is to serve sin and death 


incarnation), He came down to earth and 
lived as a man among men, that they might 
see and hear and touch Eternal beauty, and 
He took upon Himself the dreadful suffer- 
ing and death that are the result of sin, 
though He Himself was sinless, and in this 
way lifted the load and carried it away” 
(p. 4). ° Continuing, Miss Goudge points 
out that man now has the appalling choice 
of accepting Him who came or rejecting 
Him in the light of the eternal conse- 
quences, 

There are several passages where the 
theological watchdog may find reason to 
sniff, if not to bark. But even here, our 
writer does not question the integrity of 
our Lord or the attitudes of those who were 
devoted to Him. In fact, she writes in 
the subjunctive’ as though to suggest that 
the trouble might be with the camera or 
the photographer rather than the scene to 
be photographed. Then too, we must re- 
member that we have here the Son of God 
as seen through the Son of man and not 
the Son of Man as seen through the Son of 
God. Thus we have the practical aspects 
of our Lord's life in the spotlight but not 
at the expense of the doctrinal. 

Miss Goudge gets at the very heart of 
the sin question when she shows that in 
essence it is a matter of relationship. Using 
Peter's unfortunate experience which turned 
out wonderfully, his walking on the water, 
she writes :— 

“Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, 
O Lord.” The splendor of Divine gratitude, 
the sense that he had a great power un- 
leashed, had brought him suddenly to the 
edge of an abyss, that great bottomless abyss 
which is the difference between the holiness 
of God and the sin of man. He was ter- 
rified. There is no more frightening mo- 
ment than that in which a man first sees 
the fact of himself as he is against the fact 
of what God is. The difference is some- 
thing which he feels he cannot bear. Ac- 
tually, for a moment or two, he wants God 
to leave him that he may not have to bear 
it. But that God does not do. Instead He 
flings across the abyss the sure bridge of 
His love.” 


The books reviewed in these 
columns, and any other books 
of an evangelical nature, can 


be purchased through Eter- 
nity Book Service, Box 2000, 
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Thus we have the Love of God Incarnate. 
Dealing with the new birth our author 
shows its necessity. This is her great theme. 
Only the Holy Spirit can introduce men to 
the love of God, as they turn from self to 
Him. 

This book does not stop with the death 
of Christ, nor His resurrection, but with 
His coming again. Miss Goudge points out 
that our song is never ended, for our Savi- 
our eternally lives. Though the earth is 
still in its bondage, He will come back again 
for the final deliverance. 

Christians should see that all their un- 
saved friends have this book. It is written 
in the language of the unsaved that they 
may be counted in the ranks of the re- 
deemed. In the giving of this book a true 
missionary work will have been done. 

clit hs lar R.L.K. 

The author faithfully records the facts 

of the miracles touching the life of Christ 


from His virgin birth through His resurrection 
from the dead. Jesus’ dealing with Nico- 
demus and with the woman at the well are 
graphically pictured. The reverent expres- 
sion of the love of God, the graphic pre- 
sentation of the suffering of Christ, and the 
faithful recording of the facts of Jesus’ life 
will make this book a blessing to any one 
who reads it. 

However, one finds a certain lack of prop- 
er interpretation of Scripture. For instance, 
in the “parable” of Lazarus and Dives it is 
said that up to the time of the final judg- 
ment Dives may get out of Hell “through 
endurance of his torment . . . if he learns 
penitence and compassion” (p. 162). Ston- 
ing a woman to death for adultery is “brutal 
Jewish law” (p. 167). In interpreting Pe- 
ter’s confession of Christ as the Son of the 
living God, “it is the church that opens to 
us all the door . . . It is the church that 
binds us firmly to our Lord and speaks to 
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us. His word of forgiveness that sets us free 
from our sins” (p. 189). The true expres- 
sion of the atonement seems to be found 
in describing Calvary, “For His agony was 
the torment of separation from God, the 
torment of the damned that He was endur- 
ing to save us from damnation™ (p. 282). 
Louis F, HuTCHINS 


Spurgeon’s Expository Encyclopedia. Ser- 
mons by Charles H. Spurgeon. Arranged 
and Classified for Ready Reference. Vol. 
1. Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 510 p. $3.75. 

To the lay reader, Spurgeon is a wonder- 
ful teacher even through the pages of his 
book. He is lucid in his presentation, the 
sermons may seem long, but one does not 
mind for when you have read one of them 
you are assured that you have had a good 
meal in the Word. To the budding preacher, 
this book is well worth having for these 
are sermons which you can “lift” and be 
glad to be caught at it. For the minister 
who would master the exposition of the 
Word, this book is an excellent manual 
showing how a successful preacher did it. 
The outlines are clearly marked, the devel- 
opments of the various points cogently pre- 
sented, and illustrations, appropriate to the 
subject, let in the light upon the truth 
exposed. 

Spurgeon was a master at summing up 
his thought in pithy sayings. These are 
scattered through the book. Another fea- 
ture of this volume is the topical classifica- 
tion which enables the reader to use the 
sermons as a series of Bible studies. This 
volume contains sermons on Abraham, 
Adoption, Affliction, Aged, Angels, Assur- 
ance, Atonement, Backsliding, and Beati- 
tudes. Here, there are nine series of sub- 
jects containing fifty-two sermons —a year 
of good preaching. R.L.K. 


That Ye May Believe. Peter H. Eldersveld. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 172 p. $2.50. 
One of the more encouraging things in 

these discouraging times is an enhanced in- 
terest in Christian doctrine. Not only are 
layman more ready to give audience to such 
preaching, but more preachers are awaken- 
ing to the need for more sermonizing of 
this variety. 

The volume at hand is a series of mes- 
sages on the Apostolic Creed, as preached 
on the Back to God Radio Hour over the 
Mutual Network by the Rev. Peter H. 
Eldersveld, distinguished radio voice of the 
Christian Reformed Church. Dr. Elders- 
veld successfully refutes the once-popular 
idea that doctrinal preaching is by its very 
nature dull. These messages sparkle with 
life and prophetic fire. Apt illustrations, 
vivid language, clarity of thought, and con- 
temporary applications, make the volume 
readable for even the humblest of laymen. 
At the same time the author succeeds in 
engaging the minds of the more theological- 
ly profound. 

The sermons are not expository of the 
language of the Creed, but rather its main 
points of doctrine. Mr. Eldersveld reveals 
the Biblical foundations of this historic for- 
mula, and relates each of its Twelve Articles 
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to a particular portion of Scripture. Every 
message is characterized by excellence; but 
especially commendable is the chapter, “The 
Saviour’s First Humiliation,” which so gra- 
phically portrays the infinite stoop of Deity 
involved in the Incarnation. 

Each sermon, while freighted with rich 
theological content, is evangelistically coer- 
cive. This messenger displays a zeal to point 
his auditors to Christ, and logically makes 
each doctrine a spoke in a wheel which has 
Christ as its hub. 

A very worthy series — devoid of sec- 
tarian peculiarities, and capable of enlarging 
the understanding of the great verities of 
our Christian faith among all classes of 
readers! GS. 


The Inspiration of Ideals. George W. 
Truett. Compiled and edited by Pow- 
hatan W. James. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
195 p. $2.50. 

This book is Volume V of the Truett 
Memorial Series and includes ten addresses 
delivered on special occasions during Dr. 
Truett’s eventful ministry. Inasmuch as 
these messages were given under somewhat 
unique circumstances, they should not be 
considered quite typical of the author's 
preaching. Each message is topical. Not- 
withstanding, all are characterized by a con- 
sistent fidelity to Biblical truth; and none is 
without the Gospel. The intellectual capa- 
city of the author, his grasp of history, his 
familiarity with the classics, his complete 
mastery of the English language, and his 
great homiletical powers, are most brilliantly 
demonstrated in this splendid collection. But 
best of all is the author's intense passion 
to magnify the Saviour. All of his abilities 
are consecrated to this purpose. Whatever 
the theme, Dr. Truett always succeeds in 
relating it in the most natural way to the 
cross. 

In the light of the foregoing commenda- 
tion, we regret the responsibility of advanc- 
ing any “otherwise” comment. However, 
it is this reviewer's opinion that the spiritual 
value of the book could have been greatly 
enhanced by two omissions —1) Dr. Tru- 
ett’s ill-conceived and poorly supported dia- 
tribe against infant baptism in the chapter 
captioned, “Baptists and Religious Liberty”; 
and 2) his sermon entitled, “The Supper of 
Our Lord,” which is largely given over to 
special pleading for “close communion” as it 
is still advocated and practised by a consid- 
erable number of Southern Baptists. How- 
ever, it must be reported to the credit of 
this denomination that such an accent is 
presently much less audible than in former 
days. In his discussion of this subject, the 
author makes a Herculean effort to bolster 
up a crumbling and discredited ecclesias- 
tical prop. But as is inevitably the case 
when one seeks to defend a false position, 
he becomes involved in hopeless contradic- 
tion. Proceeding from the Scriptural pre- 
mise that Christ is the Host and Custodian 
of His own table, Dr. Truett arrives by 
some strange logic at that unscriptural posi- 
tion which makes the officers of the local 
church the real custodians of the Lord's 
Table. 

However, it has been observed that the 
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most discerning of men have their blind 
spots. All of which points up the wisdom 
of Dr. R. A. Torrey’s frequent remark to 
his students, “Don’t swallow any man 
whole.” Nor, do we believe that Dr. Tru- 
ett’s bit of heresy at this juncture will seri- 
ously damage his established reputation as 
one of the greatest of American pulpiteers. 
The other sermons in this volume will abun- 
dantly vindicate this verdict and will com- 
pensate for any deficiency at the points we 
have mentioned. GS. 


Studies in Old Testament Prophecy. Edited 
by H. H. Rowley. Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, New York. 206 p. $4.00. 

In 1917 during the first world war a 
group of British scholars interested in the 
Old Testament met together to pool their 
findings and discuss their problems. Through 
the intervening years they have met regu- 
larly twice a year. One of the leading 
scholars in the group (which included Pro- 
testant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish scho- 
lars), was Professor T. H. Robinson. Upon 
the occasion of his sixty-fifth birthday, the 
society met and presented him with thir- 
teen essays written by scholars on various 
problems of Old Testament study. These 
have now been gathered in one volume and 
form an important contribution to Biblical 
scholarship. The book is highly technical, 
most of it requiring a competent knowledge 
of Hebrew. 

Of greatest importance to the conserva- 
tive scholar is Albright’s flat rejection of 
the theories on: Habakkuk, that give the 
book any date other than that given by the 
book itself, namely, in the time of the 
Chaldean invasion. One of the essayists also 
presents arguments that destroy the modern 
critical view for a very late date for Deu- 
teronomy. He pushes back the authorship 
several hundred years. This is certainly in 
the right direction and we may be sure that 
ultimately scholars will find reasons to take 
it all the way back to Moses. 

It is interesting to note that the thought 
is expressed here that the death blow has 
been given to the Wellhausen School of 
Literary Criticism. It should be noted, of 
course, that some of the essays are totally 
liberal. Jonah is looked upon as a parable 
or even an allegory, and there are few evi- 
dences that many of the authors believe in 
inspiration as we know it. The book never- 
theless has great value for the scholar. 

D.G.B. 


Great Pulpit Masters IV. Sam Jones. Flem- 
ing H. Revell, New York. 256-p. $2.25. 
Much sublimely simple and homey theol- 

ogy is packed into these twelve sermons. 

They reveai the great evangelist’s heart of 

love and passion for God and fellowmen. 
Though the language is blunt, the meth- 

ods at time crude, the illustrations are lucid. 

Much of his explanation is figurative but the 

parallels are drawn from such common ex- 

periences that anyone from any walk of life 
can understand the meaning. Sermons con- 
sist of one metaphor upon another without 
deviating from the clear teaching of Scrip- 
ture. His appeal seems to have been to the 
poor and downtrodden. 

His naive wit, his effervescent.Southern 
vernacular, and his fearless delivery must 
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have kept his hearers wide awake while he 
poured in the sublime yet simple truths of 
the Gospel. 

The words “religious” and “religion” are 
used oftener than evangelical Christians like 
to use them today, apparently substituting 
for “saved” and “salvation.” 

The messages are a bit difficult to follow 
in places. They have no detailed outlining 
and cannot be classified as expository, but 
no one can miss the fervor and compassion 
of this evangelist’s soul expressed in these 
sermons. ; 


The Life Story of Dr. Lee S. 

L. J. Lamberts. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 

lishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

194 p. $2.50. 

While the Christian Reformed Church is 
no newcomer to the American religious 
scene, it has not, until more recent years, 
succeeded in attracting to its ranks many 
besides its logical Dutch constituency. We 
may be guilty of oversimplification in sug- 
gesting that the reason for this lay in a 
complacent kind of Calvinism, which pre- 
cluded a more zealous evangelistic emphasis, 
and a serious missionary outreach. Happily 
this viewpoint has been changed; and there 
is much reason, humanly speaking, to be- 
lieve that no person was more instrumental 
in bringing about such transition than the 
subject of this fascinating biography — Dr. 
Lee S. Huizenga, missionary hero, states- 
man, and prophet. 

We see him in his earlier years as he 
labors with several other men of like passion 
to stimulate missionary vision in a church 
then almost without that precious ingredient. 

After missionary work in New Mexico, 
plus a series of discouraging but activity- 
packed delays, Dr. and Mrs. Huizenga and 
their three children arrived in China, ac- 
companied by two other newly appointed 
Christian Reformed missionary couples. 
Here Dr. Huizenga, at the age of forty, was 
to begin his real life work as one of the very 
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first foreign missionaries of his denomina- 
tion. 

Although beset by many trials and har- 
assed by not a few adversaries, we witness 
the miracle of one man in the power and 
by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, making 
a tangible impress upon a prodigious and 
pagan populace. Nor can his twenty-five 
years of foreign missionary endeavor be 
evaluated only in terms of the blessings 
brought to the Chinese people. Many in 
high places in China and other lands were 
influenced by his radiant Christian testi- 
mony; leper work was greatly advanced 
through his research; and certainly not least 
important was the missionary impetus he 
gave to his own communion and to the 
Church at large. 

Here is a book which will arouse mis- 
sionary enthusiasm wherever it is read. 


G.S. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 

Mass Child Evangelism. Lionel A. Hunt. 
Moody Press, Chicago. 192 p. $2.50. 

Sam in the City. Henrietta Va Laar. Moody 
Press, Chicago. 59 p. 75c. 

Joy Shop. Brenda Cannon. Moody Press, 
Chicago. 59 p. 75c. 

Pocket Bible Handbook. An abbreviated 
Bible commentary. Henry H. Halley. 
19th Edition. Henry H. Halley, Chicago. 
768 p. $2.00. 

Many pages in the first part of the book 
have been re-written, not so much for the 
adding of new material, but rather for bet- 
ter spacing in topics and paragraphs, so as 
to make the pages look less crowded, and 
more readable, and subjects easier to locate. 
Also, to the Appendix containing a Sum- 
mary of Important Archaeological Discov- 
eries there has been added a second Appen- 
dix with an Index of the Places of those 
Discoveries. 

10,000 Biblical Illustrations. For Pastors, 
Teachers, Students, Speakers, and Writ- 
ers. 7,891 Scripture Texts, 10,000 illus- 
trations, 30,000 cross references alphabe- 
tically arranged under 1,800 topical head- 
ings. Charles E. Little. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 631 p. 
$4.95. 





A WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from Page 17) 


Japan, the Doshisha at Kyoto. Chris- 
tians who are concerned as to the 
object of their gifts will do well to 
avoid contributions to this scheme. 
Originally the project was planned 
with the thought that large money 
could be secured from some of the 
educational foundations such as those 
existing under the name of Rocke- 
feller and Carnegie. This money- 
making plan failed and the heads of 
the denominations having committed 
themselves to the project were forced 
to take large sums from educational 
funds available in the various de- 
nominational boards, thus greatly 
weakening existing institutions and 


putting in jeopardy much of the 
Christian education plan in Japan. 


PERSECUTION FOSTERED? 

A highly trained missionary in one 
of the South American countries 
writes to me as follows: “Everywhere 
here there is persecution by the 
Roman Church in every form from 
outright murder to petty annoyance. 
I have evidence but so intangible that 
it would require a special investigator 
to uncover the facts, that our Em- 
bassy is largely responsible for the 
continuance of the persecution. The 
Ambassador is a Roman Catholic. 
The persecuted people feel that the 
United States is favoring the perse- 
cution. 

When this country receives large 
loans from the United States as it 
just has received one for roads, the 
people just laugh and say that of 
course the money will be spent for 
more arms and more police to kill 
them. Do you know if our govern- 
ment checks up to see if the money 
lent is really spent for the purpose 
for which it is given? 


SCIENCE IN ISRAEL 

The new nation of Israel is already 
winning recognition for advanced 
scientific work done there. The Weiz- 
mann Institute of Science has won 
recognition for outstanding work, 
particularly for experiments by Pro- 
fessor Aaron Katchalsay, who has 
perfected a new method for trans- 
forming electrical or chemical energy 
into mechanical energy. Recently 
two Nobel prize winners, Professor 
Harold Urey and Sir Robert Robin- 
son, lectured at the Institute. 


A KING'S WILL 

The Bible everywhere announces 
terrible Divine judgment on those 
who exploit the poor. An illustration 
of this exploitation is at hand in 
recent actions of the King of Egypt. 
A year ago, walking through one of 
the main bazaars of Cairo, the king 
saw a sixteen year old girl and im- 
mediately announced that he was 
going to marry her. She was at the 
time engaged to a student, as mar- 
riages take place very early in Egypt. 
The student was forced to leave the 
country for a while. 

Now that the girl has become 
seventeen the marriage has taken 
place. The bride wore a satin dress 
spangled with twenty thousand tiny 
diamond brilliants. A team of twenty 
dressmakers under the supervision 
of a Parisian couturiere worked four 
thousand hours to make the wedding 
gown. 
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Righteous men can rejoice that 
there is a Hell to send such people to. 


In the meantime there is great 


unrest in Egypt. The independent 
Akhbar El Yom (News of the Day) 
said in an editorial that Egypt was 
known abroad not for its rich history, 
but for sexy dancers and for the open 
spending of wealthy Egyptians on 
trips abroad. The wide spread be- 
tween Egypt’s rich and poor long 
has been one of Communism’s chief 
talking points. The rich own most 
of the land. The fellaheen (peasants) 
who till the rich Nile soil, work for 
incredibly small pay. The average 
income in Egypt is less than $45 
yearly according to official statistics. 
The sharp social and economic class 
distinction, the extreme poverty of 
the masses, is an open invitation to 
Communist propagandists. The edi- 
torial continued stating that Ameri- 
can and British diplomats in Egypt 
were disturbed over the “wave of 
frustration” affecting the common 
people of the country. 


SEGREGATION 


A stirring plea by one of the two 
Negro representatives in the United 
States Congress moved even many 
Southern Democrats to applaud in 
the House recently. Representative 
William L. Dawson, Democrat of 
Illinois, implored his colleagues to 
reject the segregation provision in a 
pending draft bill. The House ac- 
cepted his plea and threw out the bill 
178 to 126. 


Some paragraphs of Dawson’s 
speech deserve to be on the record. 
“How long, how long, my conferees 
and gentlemen from the South will 
you divide us Americans on account 
of color?” the Georgia-born Negro 
demanded. “Why will this body go 
on record to brand this section of 
citizens second class?” “Give me the 
test that you would apply to make 
anyone a full fledged American and 
by the living God, if it means death 
itself, I will pay it — but give it to 
me,” Mr. Dawson told the hushed 
House. 


Mr. Dawson, a 65-year-old Chicago 
attorney, said he was too old to be 
drafted in World War I but that he 
volunteered, was commissioned an 
infantry lieutenant and led troops in 
battle against the Germans. “This 
mark you see here on my forehead,” 
he said, “is the result of German 
mustard gas and this left shoulder of 
mine is today a slip-joint. That would 
have been a good joint if I had nut 
been a good American Negro. | 
served in a segregated outfit as a 
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citizen trying to save this country. 
1 would give up this life of mine to 
preserve this country and every 
American in it, white or black. 
“Deny to me, if you will, all that 
American citizenship stands for. I 
will still fight for you, hoping that 
under the Constitution of the United 
States all these restrictions will be 
removed and that we will move before 
the world as one people, American 
people, joined in a democracy toward 
all the world. God did not curse me 
when He made me black any more 
than He cursed you when He made 
you white. I say to you who claim 
to love America in this hour of its 
distress that the greatest argument 


‘the Soviet Union is using among the 


black peoples of the world to turn 
them against us is your treatment of 
me, me an American citizen. I believe 
that the South is big enough for all 
of us to live in together in peace and 
happiness if we can have but under- 
standing. But we cannot have under- 
standing if you raise one against the 
other because of color.” 

The House, including many South- 
ern Democrats, applauded as Mr. 
Dawson took his seat. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES 

An editorial in the Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, Times speaks proudly of 
the Roman Catholic drives for their 
charities in the Scranton diocese. In 
these campaigns $4,341,759.61 was 
contributed. The editorial boasts 
proudly of the fact that “large sums 
were donated by non-Catholics.” 

When will Protestants wake up? 
What would happen if you went to 
Catholic firms and asked for con- 
tributions for Protestant hospitals? 
You would be told flatly that they 
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The urgent need at the present time 
is to engage full-time missionary-evan- 
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and Europe. Others will be going as 
the Lord provides means. 
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PETER DEYNEKA, General Director 
DR. PAUL W. ROOD, Chairman 


2434 WN. Kedzie Bivd., Dept. E, Chicage 47, til. 
in Canada— 14 Park Road, Torente, Ost. 
Sample copy of the Slavic Gospel News 
magazine will be sent free on request. 
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Vitamin BY 

Liver, Iron and B’ C 
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PAS-CAL COMPANY 

850-8 East Meripese St., Altedens, Collf. 


A Song for People Born Again 
"I Gave My Heart to Jesus" 
Price 35c 
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How Today's Laws Relate to — Law 


Ministers, Bible Students, Christian Ed 

here is help for explaining the rules “Zz Christian 
conduct as written in the my? Bible. ‘Biblical 
Law,” by H. B. Clark, LL.B., LL.M., clearly, con- 
cisely compares ony laws and statutes with 


Bible passages. rs full range of domestic and 
civil laws. 360 sane. Fully sy Cloth bound. 
$3.00, Send check or 0. today! If 


not B.A within 5 a for refund. 
WORTHINGTON’'S, Dept. RE, Hillsdale, Oregon 








ATTENTION! ——— 
Are you a Christian? Do you like 
to write e leters? Would you like to 


with other Christians? 
Join IAN PEN PAL CLUB. 
Details free. 


John Snyder Lemoyne, Penna. 








tion. Visit the Great Moun- 
tain Bible Conferences, held month- 
ly the year around. 


For information write 
7. B. Marchbanks, Bryson City, N.C. 
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were already giving to their own and 
they could not furnish anything 
further. 


CATHOLICISM IN AMERICA 


According to the new edition of 
the Official Catholic Directory pub- 
lished on June Ist, the Roman Catho- 
lic population in the United States, 
Alaska, and the Hawaiian Islands 
numbers 28,634,878. These figures 
are, of course, suspect, since they 
automatically include everyone -who 
has immigrated to the United States 
from a Catholic country, and anyone 
who was ever baptised a Roman 
Catholic. Brooklyn is still the largest 
diocese in the world with 1,294,000 
parishioners. The second largest is 
Pittsburgh with 832,000. There are 


now 43,889 priests, plus 7,620 broth- 
ers, and 152,178 sisters. There is 
also a teaching staff of 111,095. In 
the year 1950, 4 religious seminaries, 
11 colleges or universities, 52 paro- 
chial high schools, and 288 parochial 
elementary schools were established, 
bringing the total number of separate 
educational institutions to 11,767. 
4,939,162 young people in all grades 
are in parochial schools, and 1,454,- 
957 public school children attended 
special religious classes. 


COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARIES IN CHINA 


Mass executions are proceeding 
throughout China where the Com- 
munist forces mete out “quick jus- 
tice” to “counter - revolutionaries.” 
The method is to arrest people and 





To be a Partner in your work is 
a great pleasure. I trust God will 
richly bless the Word as you send 
it out to win others. It is, to say 
the least, refreshing to hear your 
certain messages when many a 
“trumpet is giving forth an un- 


certain sound.” 
AN OHIO LISTENER 
a 


If everyone who hears Dr. 
Barnhouse’s broadcasts feels the 
glory of the Word of God and in- 
creased satisfaction in living the 
life of faith in God, as do I, it 
seems that the Spirit must, before 
long, do a mighty work in our 
land, as the outreach of the radio 


messages enlarges. 


A New York LISTENER 


Listeners WRITE- 


I think you are doing a wonder- 
ful work over the air. It is your 
type of broadcast that is reaching 
the people.. Adults are like child- 
ren — they have to be taught, and 
the better the teacher the better 
the student. 


A PENNSYLVANIA LISTENER 
® 


It would be stretching a point 
to tell you that I have enjoyed 
your recent broadcast on the first 
chapter of Romans but I do want 
to say it has done me good. 
Seeing sin in something of the 
light in which God sees it has 
made me more grateful for what 
the Lord Jesus Christ has done for 
me than I have ever been before. 


A VIRGINIA LISTENER 
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YOUR PRAYERS AND GIFTS ARE VITAL 
This ministry cannot continue if those who listen fail to support it 
with their prayers and gifts. Ask your friends and neighbors to tune in. 
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bring them into a public square before 
thousands of people. Over a loud 
speaker a prosecutor reads out the 
name of a person and cries out to 
the crowd, “What should be done to 
this counter-revolutionary ?” The peo- 
ple cry out, “Kill him,” and the order 
is given to a soldier to execute the 
prisoner. 

The method usually followed is to 
have the prisoner face the wall. The 
soldier fires a soft nosed bullet into 
the back of the head, which, expand- 
ing, blows out the entire face, making 
identification impossible. Reports 
reaching us from London state that 
in one case at least, every member 
attending a Protestant Church serv- 
ice in a certain community was killed 
immediately following the service. 


FATIMA AND RUSSIA 


A report from Rome announces 
that the extended 1950 Holy Year 
will end formally on October 13th at 
the shrine of Our Lady of Fatima 
near Lisbon, Portugal, in a ceremony 
that in effect will be a consecration 
by the Vatican of that famous shrine. 
The Pope will send a Cardinal legate 
to the to rmal closing, and thus will 
direct world attention to a famous 
shrine that has become known as the 
“Modern Lourdes.” 

It should be remembered that the 
Fatima Shrine is the one that has 
been erected at the place where the 
Virgin Mary supposedly appeared to 
three children in 1916 and told them 
that they were to pray for the con- 
version of Russia and that the 
Virgin Mary would bring peace to 
the world. We do not know what 
may happen in intervening years to 
give the Devil credit for any improve- 
ments in Russian relationship, but 
we do know that the Bible teaches 
formally that the curse of God is 
upon Russia and that ultimately she 
is to be destroyed. 


AN EARTHENWARE VESSEL 


The Editor of ETernity would like 
to have it in print, though he may 
not live to see the fulfillment of it, 
that he believes that archaeologists 
in the vicinity of Jerusalem will one 
day find the jar in which Jeremiah 
caused the deed of purchase that was 
sealed and the deed that was open to 
be put. 

These deeds were ordered placed 
in an earthenware vessel by the Lord 
Jehovah, as a sign that the Jews 
would possess the Holy Land and 
the houses and fields would be bought 
and sold in peace. 

What we are seeing in Israel is not 
yet the fulfillment of this prophecy, 
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but it shall come to pass and the 
earthen jar will one day be found, 
even as it was prepared (Jer. 32:14). 


SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE 

Speaking at the University of 
Chicago Law School recently, Mr. 
Leo Pfeffer, of the American Jewish 
Congress, rebuked the Attorney Gen- 
eral of the United States, J. Howard 
McGrath, for his recent speech be- 
fore the National Roman Catholic 
Educational Association of Cleveland. 
At that time the Attorney General of 
the United States made a speech in 
favor of union of church and state, 
and spoke of all of the conflict that 
there was and the argument against 
the union of church and state and 
was quoted as saying directly, “If 
anything, the state and church must 
not have any fence between.” 

Mr. Pfeffer declared in Chicago, 
“The founding fathers most em- 
phatically desired strict separation 
between church and state, and in fact 
strongly opposed any use of public 
funds for any religious purposes 
precisely because they feared that 
such use would be an opening wedge 
whose enlargements would threaten 
to crumble that wall (between church 
and state). At the very best,” Mr. 
Pfeffer. added, “Mr. McGrath owes 
the American people an apology.” 
Mr. Pfeffer further declared that the 
Supreme Court, twice within a year, 
in 1947 and in 1948, unanimously 
rejected the Catholic proposition that 
the First Amendment to the Consti- 
tution was only “intended to permit 
the creation of an established church.” 


RELIGION VS. PHILANTHROPY 

Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein of the 
Westside Institutional Synagogue in 
New York City stated recently that 
religion was breaking down in the 
United States because “Most of the 
leaders of philanthropy in our coun- 
try are not regular attendants at the 
house of God. Too many of our 
so-called best citizens have salved 
their consciences by philanthropy,” 
he declared. “I have observed that 
many a man or woman who becomes 
a chairman of a drive, believes that 
through his philanthropic activity, he 
has discharged his duty toward re- 
ligion. This must result in an ex- 
change of a secularistic spirit for a 
basic religious life.” 

The rabbi is quite right, of course, 
but we would go even farther, for the 
Bible teaches us that though we 
bestow all our goods to feed the poor 
and give our body to be burned with- 
out the love which comes from the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we are nothing 
(1 Cor. 13:2). 


Aucust 1951 





WE OR THEY 


“Tt is hard for a citizen of a free 
great nation to understand the guid- 
ing political emotions in second and 
third-rate powers stranded between 
the Two Worlds. An American says: 
‘We will fight’ or ‘We will not fight’ ; 
‘We accept the challenge’ or ‘We lean 
over backward.’ An Austrian or a 
Chinese or an Italian says: ‘They 
will or will not fight, they will or will 
not appease their adversaries.’ To the 
citizen of a small power, world events 
appear as independent of his and his 
people’s will; they develop like an 
earthquake, and he is caught up be- 
tween men and powers having their 
own strength and initiative; he must 
choose and adhere rather than lead.” 


The foregoing is from a new book, 
“The New Soviet Empire” by David 
J. Dallin published by the Yale Uni- 
versity Press. 


It might be well to add that tens 
of millions of people in the United 
States have to say they, they in- 
stead of we, for the policies under 
which we are living, especially in 
foreign affairs, seem to be made by 
a select little group totally apart from 
the will of the masses of the people. 
“Where there is no vision the people 
perish” (Prov. 29:18). 


COMMUNISM'S LOSSES 


The United States State Depart- 
ment has issued a communique con- 
cerning the shift in party membership 
in Western Europe. The Commun- 
ists, according to this report, have lost 
about one-third of their party mem- 
bership in Western Europe since the 
end of the war. We point this out be- 
cause readers of these pages know that 
during the past several years I have 
pointed out consistently that Com- 


munism never could take Western 
Europe because the Bible shows that 
the old Roman Empire is to be re- 
stored and will be Fascist rather than 
Communist. It is for this reason that 
I showed repeatedly even before Tito’s 
break with Russia that Jugoslavia 
would be with the West and not with 
the East at the time of the end. It 
was for this reason that when the 
Kipplinger letters stated that Italy 
would go Communist certainly and 
France possibly by 1948, I reported 
that we could be certain that the con- 
trary would be true. It was for this 
reason that I titled my article on the 
fall of Churchill, “England Stands 
Fast,” and said that the Labor Party 
would ultimately be defeated. 

The new figures issued by the 
State Department show the following 
losses to Communism in the West 


since the war: 
Membership % 


1946 1950 Loss 
ee 150,000 100,000 33 
Belgium ....... 100,000 35,000 65 
Denmark ....... ,000 22,500 63 
FBranet 2454. .<i. 000 600,000 29 
Italy (1948) ... 2,300,000 1,600,000 31 
Luxembourg .... 3,000 500 83 
Netherlands .... 50,000 33,000 34 
Norway ....... 000 14,000 65 
Sweden ........ 60,000 33,000 45 
United Kingdom. 60,000 40,000 33 
West Germany . 300,000 200,000 33 


‘SATAN IN TOP HAT 

Several years ago I published the 
evidence that showed that the Roman 
Catholic Church had supported Hit- 
ler’s rise to power, even as Jesuits 
most certainly had brought Mussolini 
to power in Italy. The latter fact 
was fully documented by two profes- 
sors of Harvard University who 
wrote, “What To Do With Italy.” 
These men, Salvimini and La Piana, 
have left no possible loophole for the 
Jesuits as far as Italy is concerned. 
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Now Franz von Papen, one of the 
most important Nazi diplomats, and 
one of the highest Roman Catholic 
leaders (possibly a Jesuit), was saved 
from hanging at the Nuremburg 
trials. We do not know what pressure 
was brought to bear upon the court, 
what influence was used to save this 
man from the rope. Remember that 
he was the diplomat who signed the 
Concordad between Hitler and the 
Vatican, when the present Pope was 
Cardinal Pacelli. 

It is interesting to note that the 
German people have tried von Papen 
on other counts and he has now been 
sentenced to eight years at hard labor 
and the loss of all his private prop- 
erty. This must be very embarrass- 
ing for the papacy, as they generally 
protect their high men if possible. 
Von Papen was called “Satan in Top 
Hat” because of his diplomatic deal- 
ings that led on to World War II. 


BIROBIJAN LIQUIDATED 

Several years ago there was a great 
deal in the news about the establish- 
ment of a homeland for Jews in Si- 
beria. The Soviet government an- 
nounced the great experiment and set 
apart a region known as Birobijan. 
An Israeli newspaper published in 
Tel Aviv has printed an article saying 
that the Soviet government has de- 
cided to end its efforts to establish a 
separate Jewish homeland in Birobi- 
jan. 

The information in the newspaper 
has been confirmed by Israeli govern- 
ment sources. These sources confirm 
that the Jewish First Secretary of the 
Communist Party of the Jewish Au- 
tonomous Province has announced 
that the committee is being liquidated. 
At the time of all the publicity about 
this supposed homeland, several years 
ago, we wrote in these pages that it 


was doomed to failure, that God had 
given Palestine to Israel and that they 
would never have any other land. 


ROBERT LEE RETIRES 

For many years we have published 
articles from time to time by Mr. 
Robert Lee, Superintendent of the 
Manchester Mission in England. He 
is not to be confused with Dr. Robert 
G. Lee of Memphis, Tennessee, 
President of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, who has also been one of 
our contributors. The Board of Di- 
rectors of the Manchester City Mis- 
sion has written to us announcing the 
retirement of Mr. Lee after twenty- 
seven years of faithful service, and 
the good wishes of all of our readers 
who have been blessed by his ministry 
will go with him. 
INDIVIDUAL CHOICE 

Many, many Christians who once 
prated that they would not go to the 
movies are now seeing films on tele- 
vision though they did not see them 
during those years when the movies 
were shown only in movie theaters. 
As it has brought movies into our 
homes, television has shown that Chris- 
tian conduct is not a matter of hard 
and fast rules but of individual choice 
as definite as, “What do you read?” 
There is every possible type of mate- 
rial available in print : the Bible, and all 
types of secular literature, scientific, 
literary, fictional, anti-Christian, por- 
nographic, etc. There are as many 
shades of material on television. What 
you give your time to will come out 
of what you really are before God. 
PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD 

Christians should not be misled by 
the wide publicity given to the letter 
of General Matthew Ridgway, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of our forces in 
Korea, written to the rector of the 
church in which he was baptized in 
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Brooklyn, New York. The rector, 
The Rev. Theodore H. Winkert, dis- 
covered the name of General Ridg- 
way in the baptismal records of the 
church and wrote him a letter telling 
him that:a memorial flag pole was 
going to be dedicated to the memory 
of a soldier from the church who had 
been killed recently in Korea. Natur- 
ally, Ridgway courteously answered 
the letter. In the course of it he said, 
“Your fellow countrymen across the 
seas and on the firing lines will pause 
on Memorial Day to join with you in 
reverent prayer, honoring John Para- 
dise and his companions, who, down 
the years, through this country’s ex- 
istence, have also given their all for 
us.” 

This paragraph was widely publi- 
cized as an announcement that Ridg- 
way was going to have the Army stop 
to offer prayers for the dead com- 
rades. We know, of course, that any 
attempt to pray for people who have 
died is a devilish idea, since death 
takes anyone beyond change and the 
issues of eternity are settled in this 
life. It is a Roman Catholic idea that 
people are in purgatory and that their 
condition can be improved by praying. 

I could offer a prayer thanking 
God for those who have died for our 
country and in this way could be 
“honoring” these dead, but I would 
not be praying for them. Christians 
must be on the alert against any Ro- 
man Catholic attempt to draw them 
into any prayers for the dead, even 
though these have died for our coun- 
try. 

FOR CATHOLIC CAUSES 

The Empire State Building, the 
tallest structure in the world, has just 
been sold for fifty million dollars by 
the Raskob estate. The family has 
announced that after the payment of 
inheritance taxes, the balance will be 
used to endow a foundation dedicated 
to Roman Catholic causes. 

THE POPE CLAIMS DAMAGES 

News Week reports the following: 
“In deepest secrecy, some very deli- 
cate negotiations have been going on 
between the State Department and the 
Vatican for the settlement of war 
time damages to the Pope’s summer 
residence at Castel Gandolfo, in the 
hills near Rome. U. S. bombs fell in 
the locality in the spring of 1944, dam- 
aging the roofs and uprooting a num- 
ber of trees. There has been some 
disagreement as to the extent of the 
damage done. While State officials 
won't reveal the amount of the Vati- 
can claim, they maintain it is exces- 
sive and will not settle this claim in 
full and is subject to Congressional 
approval.” 

(Continued on Page 44) 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
(Continued from Page 30) 

See now the example of self- 
renunciation which Paul gives us 
and which he urges upon us as an 
example. 

“Let this mind be in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus, who, though 
from the beginning He had the nature 
of God, did not reckon equality with 
God something to be forcibly retained, 
but emptied Himself of His glory 
by taking the form of a slave when 
He was born in the likeness of men. 
More than this, after He had shown 
Himself in human form, He humbled 
Himself in His obedience even to 
death; yes, and to death on a cross. 
And for this, God highly exalted 
Him, and graciously bestowed upon 
Him the name which is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee in heaven, on earth, and under 
the earth should bend, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” 

Moses when forty years of age 
reached the moment of decision, 
whether to retain his position at the 
court of Egypt with prospects of 
future power and glory, or to re- 
nounce it all in order to rescue his 
suffering people, toiling and slaving 
under the lash of the task-master. 
What he did was to choose to suffer 
affliction with the people of God, 
rather than to enjoy the pleasures of 
sin for a season; esteeming the re- 
proach of Christ greater riches than 
the treasures in Egypt; for he had 
respect unto the recompense of the 
reward (Heb. 11:25-26). 

John Stresses Love of Brethren 

It isgohn, the disciple whom Jesus 
loved, who emphasizes the thought 
of the Church as a fellowship (see 
above), and a brotherhood. In the 
fourth and last passage of Scripture 
assigned for today’s reading and 
study (1 John 3:14-24) he wants us 
to know that we have passed from 
death unto life. The test, he says, 
is that we love the brethren, for he 


— 





that loveth not his brother abideth in 
death. Indeed, whoever hateth his 
brother is a murderer, and certainly 
no murderer hath eternal life abiding 
in him, and therefore cannot be a 
part of the Christian fellowship. 

On the contrary, as we perceive 
the love of God in that He laid down 
His life for us, we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren, our Golden 
Text. Hatred excludes us from this 
brotherhood, love includes us. If a 
man, rich in this world’s goods, sees 
his brother having need, and has no 
sympathy with, nor compassion for 
him, how can the love of God be 
dwelling in him? Like James, John 
would have us love, not in word, not 
in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 
Thus shall we know that we are of 
the truth, that is, sincere, having a 
conscience void of offence toward 
God, and toward men. 

Those who are of this fellowship 
will find a wonderful promise in 
verse 22: “Whatsoever we ask, we 
receive of Him, because we keep His 
commandments, and do those things 
that are pleasing in His sight.” - Paul 
in Ephesians 3:20 tells us that He is 
able and we may be sure that He is 
willing also, to do exceeding abund- 
antly above all that we ask or think. 

And what, finally, is His com- 
mandment which we are to observe? 
John replies by exhorting us to be- 
lieve on the name of God’s Son, 
Jesus Christ, and to love one another, 
as He Himself gave us command- 
ment. And he that keepeth His com- 
mandments dwelleth in Him, and He 
in him. And hereby we know that He 
abideth in us, by the Spirit which He 
hath given us, the Spirit who beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are 
the children of God; heirs of God, 
and joint-heirs with Christ—a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, an 
holy nation, a purchased people, a 
fellowship divine, showing forth the 
praises and virtues of Him who hath 
called us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light. 

THE END 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from Page 22) 

that He has given us these men as examples, 
it does not mean that we are to fall into 
the same sins they fell into, but that we are 
to comprehend that any failure to keep look- 
ing at God will mean disaster. “Let him 
that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he 
fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). 

LORD, GIVE US THE UNSWERVING VISION. 


August 27 
WHEN GOD CAUSED ME TO WANDER 
(20:13) 

It is almost impossible to conceive the 
terrible meaning that is found in this verb 
“wander” which Abraham uses. The Hebrew 
word is used exactly 50 times and never in 
a good sense. It is used of sheep and other 
animals going astray, of a drunken man reel- 
ing, or staggering, of sinful seduction, of a 
prophet’s lies causing the people to err, of 
the path of a lying heart. There are six 
other words translated “wander” and he 
might have used one of them, but he used 
the worst word available. There is one of 
the terrible fruits of sin: it casts the blame 
back upon God. Adam said, “The woman 
Thou gavest me... .” And Abraham here 
shows the traits inherited from Adam. Can 
such things happen in a man to whom the 
God of glory has appeared? And can they 
happen after a man has walked with God 
for forty years? Alas! they can. 

LORD, GIVE US THE DECENCY TO BLAME 
OURSELVES. 

August 28 
1 SAID UNTO HER (20:13) 

Abraham himself had originated this com- 
pact of sin, and the horrible fact now emerges 
that it had not been broken in almost 
forty years. The continuing power of the 
evil nature in the lives of believers is a fact 
that is evident both from what we find in 
ourselves and from what we see in Scripture. 
There are those who seek to teach that the 
old nature can be eradicated, but that is an 
idea that is alien to the Word of God. Paul 
knew that in himself, in his flesh, there was 
no good thing (Rom..7:18), and this well 
on in his Christian life. Abraham confessed 
here that his foul nature had been with him 
for all these years and that it was still hank- 


ering after its own ways, looking to its own 
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power for its own protection. The man 
who believes in the eradication of his old 
nature deceives nobody but himself (1 John 
1:8). “Infection doth remain in the regen- 
erate,” says one of the ancient creeds, and 
the only way to deal with that infection is 
through daily crucifixion death. 


LORD, MAY WE DIE DAILY. 


August 29 
KINDNESS THOU SHALT SHOW UNTO 
ME (20:13) 

A lie is never a kindness. Nothing ever 
gained by sin is worth the price paid for it. 
Here was the view of the natural man, since 
we discover that this sentiment was ex- 
pressed in Ur of the Chaldees before Abra- 
ham had learned to know much of God. Fhe 
terrible thing is that these unregenerate 
thoughts can remain lodged in the mind and 
slip out into the open and claim to be truth, 
even as a counterfeit always claims to be 


real. This is what the New Testament calls 
“The deceitfulness of sin.” This is why the 
Holy Spirit exhorts us, “Take heed, breth- 
ren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart 
of unbelief; in departing from the living 
God. But exhort one another daily, while it 
is called Today; lest any of you be hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sin” (Heb. 3: 
12-13). The hardening power of deceitful- 
ness is shown by the fact that dear old father 
Abraham presents this horrible confession 
as an extenuation of the evil he had done. 


LORD, BREAK UP OUR HARDENED AREAS. 


August 30 

SAY ... HE IS MY BROTHER (20:13) 
The fact that Sarah had no children of 
her own probably helped her to exploit this 
lie. It saved her face somewhat, but led to 
sin upon sin. This agreement was to be 
carried out “in every place,” and we do not 
know how many places besides Egypt and 
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Gerar the farce was played. At least we see 
two frightfully evil situations into which 
this compact of sin brought the pair that 
had been called out to be our parents in 
the faith. What an illustration of the fact 
that it is our own selfish interests which cause 
us to depart from God. The double role of 
wife and sister suited the pride of Sarah and 
the fears of Abraham. In that early day of 
their “wandering” they took out this mort- 
gage of sin, and the enemy was able to fore- 
close on demand. Search your heart to dis- 
cover the little messy deals that your pride 
has manufactured for your convenience and 
let the Lord deal with them. 


LORD, DRAIN OUR SWAMPS. 


August 31 
ABIMELECH TOOK SHEEP (20:14) 


Since all that happens here is happening 
to Abraham for himself and as an example 
to us, it should be noted that the Philistine 
king is now heaping coals of fire upon the 
head of Abraham. The latter should have 
given Abimelech a large present and gone 
on his way. But the pagan king, innocent 
victim of the well-planned and well-rehearsed 
lie, makes the present to Abraham. It is 
indeed sad when an unregenerate man re- 
bukes a believer. The sadness lies in the 
fact that it is so evident that the believer 
knew what he should have been doing and 
did not do it. Instead of being a source of 
blessing to others, he becomes a source of 
temptation, and instead of giving to their 
need, he receives from their bounty. It 
must have been a bitter pill, but Abraham 
should have swallowed it without water. 
LORD, GIVE US THORNS OF REMEM- 
BRANCE. 
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CONFESSION 
(Continued from Page 19) 


do wrong, we are to confess it imme- 
diately to the Father. We are not to 
allow our sins to pile up. We are to 
keep the books balanced. This is the 
only way to peace. This is the only 
means to fellowship. This is the 
condition upon which blessing may 
be had. 


“If we confess our sims...” We 
are to be very definite about the sins 
we have committed. As we confess 
them to God we are to face them. 
We are to be definite about them. 
We are not to hide them. One day 
I overheard our little girl being very 
rude to Mary, a faithful servant who 
had been with us for many years. 
Upon being asked the trouble the 
child refused to answer. I asked 
Mary what the trouble was. When 
she told me I asked the child to 
apologize. She refused. I encour- 
aged by applying a well-known stimu- 
lus. She began to mumble. I 
interrupted her by saying that she 
was to tell Mary she was sorry for 
her rudeness. We must come with 
words to God. We must name to 
Him the sin we have committed. We 
cannot avoid the issue. Then He 
promises to bless, to cleanse — to 
cleanse from all unrighteousness. He 
does so because of His faithfulness 
and justice, for the sake of Christ. 
Christ died for us. He is at the 
Father’s right hand making inter- 
cession for us. The Father sees the 
pledge of the blood, He hears the 
pleading of His Son, He cannot turn 
us away. He is “faithful and just to 
forgive us our sin and to cleanse us 
from every unrighteousness.” 


The Place of Blessing 


There is great blessing which 
comes from a clear understanding of 
this doctrine. Sin may enter my life, 
but I know that my eternal welfare 
is not shaken. However, because of 
the privilege of fellowship, I will 
hasten to confess the sin that I shall 
not be robbed of these privileges. 
There is for the believer who under- 
stands this doctrine of confession an 
abiding joy. There is always access 
to the Father through the abiding 
work of the Son. Through His inter- 
cession there is assurance of salva- 
tion. Nothing can be laid to our 
charge. We “are free from the law 
of sin and death.” How ridiculous 
it would be for a neighbor, having 
heard that we had struck a child with 
our car which resulted in the child’s 
death, to come to us and say, “I am 
terribly sorry for you. You are going 
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to get the electric chair, you have 
killed a child.” We would reply, 
“What do you mean, it is true we 
have killed a child with our car, but 
it was an accident, we are charged 
with manslaughter, we will not get 
the chair.” We are not in danger of 
losing our salvation for sins com- 
mitted. Christ died, and rose again 
for our justification. We may suffer 
broken fellowship. We may be out 
of the place of blessing. But if we 
confess — if we unconditionally sur- 
render to Him — He will forgive, He 
will cleanse. 

Two questions might arise in the 
mind of the believer in regard to two 
passages of Scripture. What is 
meant by “confessing your faults one 
to another?” (Jas. 5:16). It is our 
belief that here public sin is in ques- 
tion. In the context a man is ill 
because of sin publicly committed. 
He may confess the sin and ask for 
prayer. This is not a passage on 
divine healing. Rather it is a passage 
which teaches the method of disci- 
pline. Many in the Word, who suf- 
fered maladies or who were ill being 
faithful, yet were not healed. We 
firmly believe that God brings illness 
upon those who are openly and 
flagrantly heedless of His will. When 
such confess their sin, then there 
may be forgiveness and physical 
restoration. 

In the second case, the sin unto 
death (which was discussed in one 
of my articles in a recent number of 
ETERNITY), we have the question of 
persistence in flaunting the will of 
God. Spiritual death is not in view 
but rather physical death. It is as 
though God were saying, if you per- 
sist in compromising your testimony 
on earth, I will remove you out of 
service. There have been evidences 
of this in the Word of God. 

Finally, we must ever live in fel- 
lowship with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Let us be willing to 
confess sins as they occur in our 
lives. Let us keep short accounts 
with God. Let us day by day direct 
our conduct on His terms so that in 
His sight we will be well pleasing. 
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OTHERS MAY— YOU CANNOT 
(Continued from Page 4) 


So make up your mind that God is 
an infinite Sovereign, and has a right 
to do as He pleases with His own. 
He may not explain to you a thousand 
things which puzzle your reason in 
His dealings with you, but if you ab- 
solutely sell yourself to be His love 
slave, He will wrap you up in a jeal- 
ous love, and bestow upon you many 
blessings which come only to those 
who are in the inner circle. 


Settle it forever then, that you are 
to deal directly with the Holy Spirit, 
and that He is to have the privilege 
of tying your tongue, or chaining 
your hand, or closing your eyes, in 
ways that He does not seem to use 
with others. Now, when you are so 
possessed with the living God that 
you are, in your secret heart pleased 
and delighted over this peculiar, per- 
sonal, private, jealous guardianship 
and management of the Holy Spirit 
over your life, you will have found 
the vestibule of Heaven. 


THE END 
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ETERNITY RECORDING SERVICE 


In connection with pilot work on a 
special project in the recording field, we 
have tested many home and professional 
tape recorders. Recently an electronics 
engineer has joined our Staff to further 
this work which will eventually lead to 
a wide-spread tape recorded Bible Study 

Because of this background of ex- 
perience Eternity Recording Service is 
prepared to be of service to its readers 
both by furnishing advice in the field of 
recording equipment and by obtaining 
equipment and supplies. Special dis- 
counts will be granted churches and 
other Christian groups. 

If you are interested in obtaining 
information or equipment, write today 
for full information giving all details as 
to the purpose for which equipment is 
to be used. 

Watch for announcement of avail- 
ability of Bible Studies by Dr. Barn- 
house on tape. 
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ADORNING THE GOSPEL 
(Continued from Page 14) 


Christ and the Church 
Once our spiritual position has 
been established we are then ready to 
carry out the will of the Lord in our 
various relationships—marital, par- 
ental, and labor. “Wives, be to your 
own husbands as to the Lord, because 
man is head of the woman, even as 
Christ is Head of the Church, Himself 
Saviour of the body. But as the Church 
is subject to Christ, thus also the 
wives are to be subject to the hus- 

bands in all things (5:22-24). 


Here we have a passage which has 
been robbed of its spirituality because 
of the humor and ridicule with which 
it has been assailed. In these verses 
Paul sets forth the institution of the 
true Christian plan. As ordained of 
God, it becomes the intimate illustra- 
tion of the relation of Christ and the 
Church. Taking the part of 
the Church, the wife is to be 
devoted to her husband even as she 
is to the Lord. The term “be in sub- 
jection” does not have in it at all that 
she is to submit to a boss, but rather 
it is a term which calls forth a sub- 
mission out of love. Paul is literally 
saying, “bring your affairs, order 
your life, arrange your plans in line 
with that of your husband, even as 
you with him arrange your lives after 
the will of the Lord.” From all women 
you are the elect one of your husband, 


One of the great dangers confront- 
ing American democratic freedoms 
today is an ever-increasing religious 
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even as the Church you are the elect 
of Christ. “The Saviour of the body, 
Himself,” this is the role of Christ 
in His responsibility to the Church. 
He has redeemed it, He has promised 
to provide for it, He has testified that 
He cherishes it, He delights to be in 
fellowship with it, His desire is daily 
to provide for it. 


This is what your husband, in the 
Lord, delights to do for you. Why 
should you love your husband? Why 
should your husband love you? Be- 
cause the Lord expects it? Because 
each has to give the other what is de- 
sired ? These are not the bases for true 
marriage, the first leads to a “love” 
born of legalism, the second leads to 
a “love” born of selfishness. What, 
then, is the true basis of marriage? 
One’s love for Christ and thus a love 
for Christ’s own, which enables a 
wife and a husband to love one an- 
other not with the temporal love of 
earth, which is subject to the waxings 
and wanings of this changing world, 
but with the eternal love of Heaven 
which is as constant as the love of 
Jesus Christ Himself. 


Husbands and Wives 


Wives, only as you love your hus- 
bands with the love which springs 
from the heart of Jesus Christ will 
you be willing to arrange your life 
and submit your way to his way. You 
will lose nothing, for if your lover is 
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after the heart of your Beloved, your 
feminine “liberties” will pale into in- 
significance in the experience of two 
hearts beating as one with the heart 
of Jesus Christ. 


“Husbands, love your wives as 
Christ also loved the Church, and 
gave Himself in the interests of it, in 
order that He might set it apart to 
Himself, having cleansed it through 
the washing of water in the Word, in 
order that He might present to Him- 
self a splendid Church, not having a 
fault, or wrinkle, or any such thing 
as these, in order that it might be holy 
and blameless” (5:25-28). 


Men are not to love their wives out 
of sensual desire. They are not even 
to love their wives with a human love 
of the highest sort. They, too, are 
to love their wives with the love of 
Christ. Christ gave Himself to the 
Church and for the Church. He did 
it that He might put the Church in a 
most glorious position—the apple of 
His eye, He did it that, as the Greek 
word suggests, we might be in the 
place of His highest esteem. He sees 
to it that there shall be no fault, no 
wrinkle causing us to draw ourselves 
from Him, no shame which shall 
break our loyalty to Him. Above all 
this He gave Himself ! 


Husbands, to your wives you are to 
be even as Christ Jesus. It is a role 
that only a redeemed man can play— 
yea, can live. Your wife is to be your 
most precious possession—from the 
Lord. You are to bless her with ev- 
erything you have—indeed above all 
this, you are to grace her with your- 
self. For what are gifts without the 
giver? A wife never can be happy 
with things, she can only have real 
joy in the presence of her beloved. 


Once marriage is seen in the light 
of the heavenly perspective, a man 
and a woman together will demon- 
strate the privileges of such a union 
in Christ Jesus. The husband will re- 
gard his wife as he does his own body. 
His thoughts, his plans, his life, will 
take into consideration prominently 
his elect one—his wife—his own true 
love. And as Christ does the Church, 
so he will give himself for her that 
she may be in the most esteemed posi- 
tion, faultless, wrinkleless, undishon- 


ored (5:28-33). 
Obedient Children 


Only in such a union will children 
find it a joy to be brought up in the 
fear and admonition of the Lord 
(6:1-4). They will be able to obey 


ETERNITY 














—for they will hear the voice of 
Christ as their parents live the life 
of Christ before them. Parents who 
really love their Lord will not arouse 
their children to wrath because of 
spiritual indifference. Children may 
be angry because of discipline but the 
day will come when faithful parents 
will hear thanks from their children 
because their children’s souls were 
cared for rather than their children’s 
whims. 


Children are not to be permitted to 
grow up to suit themselves. They are 
to be brought up—iiterally “turned 
upward” to the Lord—in the disci- 
pline and mind of the Lord. This 
presupposes that the mother and 
father will know the mind of the 
Lord. This means that the parents 
will put the Lord before their chil- 
dren. The reason children of godly 
parents sometimes turn out wrongly 
is because the parents have reversed 
the order of preeminence. But when 
the Lord is put first the children will 
never suffer for long even though 
they be punished now and then. 


Redeemed Workers 


The Christian workman, what of 
him? In the following verses (6:5- 
9), Paul sets forth his duties. Filled 
with the Spirit, the head of such a 
wonderful home can go forth with 
the joy of the Lord in his heart. He 
does not work to please man, he does 
not depend upon earthly pull for pro- 
motion, he does not watch the clock, 
he does everything to the glory of the 
Lord. This is true of redeemed work- 
ers also, who have never known the 
blessings of marital bliss. We will 
work, not because of pay or condi- 
tions, we shall work from the heart, 
that heart which is dominated by 
Christ. We shall show good will even 
under the meanest circumstances, if 
we realize that under the meanest 
conditions God was good to us for 
the sake of His Son. We shall work 
for Him who keeps the good and who 
will render to us the reward which is 
justly ours. Employers who are re- 
deemed, are to remember constantly 
that employees are a trust from the 
Lord. They will do those things 
which will enable their employees to 
work to best advantage, in the meas- 
ure that they remember their Em- 
ployer in Heaven who has made them 
colaborers with Him. 


In this we adorn the doctrine. This 
is the understanding of His will. Be 
filled with the Spirit and pursue it! 

THe Enp 
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TOMORROW 
(Continued from Page 12) 
vari, was chosen to head the govern- 
ment. He formed the Democrat Par- 


ty, which led a revolt and brought him 
to power in Tabriz. He remained in 


- power for over a year until a clash 


with the Shah brought national troops 
into the province and Pishevari fled 
to Russia. 


But Pishevari had left his mark on 
the province, even in that one year 
of government. Douglas writes: “I 
learned from my travels in Azerbai- 
jan in 1950 that Pishevari was an 
astute politician. The part of his pro- 
gram which most impressed the peas- 
ants was land reform. He confiscated 
the land of all absentee landlords and 
distributed it to the peasants. But 
he left untouched the land of resident 
landlords ; a new law merely increased 
the tenants’ share of the crop to about 
one third. Second only to land re- 
form in popular appeal was the law 
which made it a capital offense for 
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a public official to take a bribe. Two 
top officials and a few lesser ones 
were hanged for this offense. The 
law had an electrifying effect. Mer- 
chants told me that they could keep 
their stores unlocked all night and be 
safe from robbers. Natives told me 
that for the first time they could with 
safety keep their cars on the streets 
all night without losing wheels, head- 
lights, or other removable parts. 
When the Iranian army returned to 
Azerbaijan, it came with a roar. Sol- 
diers ran riot, looting and plundering, 
taking what they wanted. On the 
heels of the army came the absentee 
landlords. They demanded not only 
the current rentals; they also laid 
claim to the rent which had not been 
paid while Pishevari was in power.” 
Soon people who were not Commun- 
ists and who did not want Commun- 
ism were crying, “Pishevari! Pishe- 
vari! We want Pishevari!” 


Propaganda By Radio 

The Russians have done a magni- 
ficent job of propaganda in Persia. 
In one town of the northern province, 
Khoi, there are 40,000 people and 
close to 10,000 radios. The Russians 
have exported them at prices so low 
that anyone could procure them. The 
broadcasting stations are in Russia 
and pour a constant stream of propa- 
ganda through the air. They have 
their agents everywhere and are re- 
markably well-informed coneerning 
all matters of injustice which take 
place. They exploit the news concern- 
ing these matters and everybody lis- 
tens. Justice Douglas writes: “The 
hours when news is broadcast are 
known. People gather around at 
those times to listen. Goat herders 
will even come off a mountain to join 
the group. No matter how far I was 
from the nearest town, whether 50 
miles or 250 miles, no matter how re- 
mote I was in the mountains of the 
Middle East, I always heard before 
night the important news in the capi- 
tals of the world. I discovered, con- 
trary to my preconceptions, that the 
peasants in this area are well-in- 
formed on world events. They know 
their own complaints, and they listen 
with an attentive ear to those who 
would remedy them. I learned that 
the most popular radio program was 
the Voice of India; the clandestine 
Soviet radio in Azerbaijan was sec- 
ond; BBC was third ; and somewhere 
near the bottom was the Voice of 
America.” 

Russia may be deterred today from 
marching into Persia by the fear of 
a third world war. But she is preparing 
the high ground in the north, and al- 
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ready controls the minds of the le. 
If the war really begins, her armies, 
which are massed today in great force 
along the Caspian frontiers, will be 
able to roll down the plateau of Iran 
with little difficulty. Certainly the 
people would choose the Soviet re- 
gime in favor of the present Iranian 
dictatorship. The latter is greedy and 
grasping, turning its desires against 
its own people as well as against the 
British oil interests. The time has 
passed in the history of the world 
when large masses of people can be 
exploited with impunity. If the Uni- 
ted States attempts to go into Persia 
to defend the present dictatorship, we 
will incur the hatred of the masses 
who see that they are governed by 
overlords who want nothing but the 
fulfillment of their every greed. How 
can we ally ourselves with dominant, 
selfish powers against the needs of 


the people? 


Choice of Evils 


We lost China because we sup- 
ported Chiang’s government with its 
mass bribery and exploitation. We 
were not willing to demand an iron 
discipline that would shoot a public 
official who would take a bribe. We 
are not even willing to hang politi- 
cians in the U. S. if they take bribes! 
In Indo China we are in the false 
position of supporting the French 
government in an effort to maintain 
a foreign colonial dictatorship in the 
midst of a world which has seen the 
United States move out of the Philip- 
pines, the Dutch forced out of Java, 
and the British forced out of India. 

In Iran the present government has 
been guilty of the vilest butchery in 
subduing the outlying tribes. They 
have created hatreds which cannot die 
in a generation. The summary of it 
came in a statement from one of the 
tribesmen who had escaped the mas- 
sacre by the soldiers: “We fear Rus- 
sia. We know that the Soviets are 
an enemy of our people. But we also 
have one right in our midst.” 

That is the reason why the prob- 
lem in Persia is absolutely hopeless. 
The only possibility of alleviating the 
condition would be to go into Iran 
with a great force that would destroy 
the power of the present government 
and establish a long training period 
of education and social betterment 
that would cost our nation hundreds 
of millions of dollars. We are not 
ready to pay the price, and the result 
will be the continued smoldering of 
the latent fires of Persia. Ultimately 
they will break out and Russia will be 
the nation to come in and settle the 
land for her own ends. 
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Russia’s Atomic Center 


It should be realized that just over 
the border of Iran, in Russia, lies 
the Soviet’s most important defense 
realm. The atomic center of Russian 
experiment lies in the south within a 
few miles of the Iranian border. Do 
you remember the violent outcries 
that were made a year or two ago 
when a couple of fanatical Americans 
conceived the idea that the ark of 
Noah was possibly lying around 
somewhere on Mount Ararat? They 
formed an expedition to go and search 
for it. The Russians could not com- 
prehead the folly of American reli- 
gious fanaticism. They thought surely 
that we were sending an expedition 
to spy out their border at a point as 
close to their atomic center as the 
Canadian border is to our atomic cen- 
ter at Hannaford, Washington. Ex- 
perts on Russia claim that the largest 
force of divisions possessed by Rus- 
sia is concentrated in the region of the 
Caucasus. There, between Baku on 


the Caspian and Batum on the Black 
Sea, lies the great oil industry of Rus- 
sia. There is the concentration of 
their atomic power. There lie some 
of their great dams, harnessing the 
streams that flow down from the eter- 
nal snows of the Caucasus. There, in 
the Republics of Georgia, Armenia, 
and Azerbaijan they have concen- 
trated military might, and it lies on 
the edge of Persia. 


I believe that Persia is lost to us. 
It is merely a question of time. I 
believe it not only because Ezekiel 38 
shows Persia as an ally of Russia in 
the time of the end, but because the 
tendency of today’s history shows 
that the surging powers in that land 
have beyond the bounds of 
control by a selfish nation that lies 
across the world, and that is inter- 
ested in its own way, not in the souls 
of men, but in the profits from oil. 
The nations have sown the wind. 
They will reap the whirlwind. 


THe Enp 


45 





PASTOR KIM 
(Continued from Page 7) 

shall do unto me.” Remember them 
which have the rule over you who 
have spoken unto you the Word of 
God, whose faith follow, considering 
the end of their conversation” (Heb. 
13:6, 7). When Kim awoke his pain 
was gone. He could stretch himself 
and sit up without any discomfort. 
Those who previously had heard him 
groan wondered at his deliverance. 
He was in solitary confinement for 
two weeks, then moved to a cell with 
other prisoners. 


After three and a half months he 
was told that since he was a Pyong- 
yang resident he would have to be 
taken there for trial. As he left the 
jail a Christian saw him, learned 
that he was being taken to Pyong- 
yang, wired the news ahead and at 
the train waiting for him was his 
family and a large number of Chris- 
tians. This time he was held for 
twenty-five days and released. 


“Tt was all a mistake,” they said 
to him. “So sorry. If only you had 
told us you were going to Sin Wi 
Joo, we would have cleared you with 
the authorities there.” 

This didn’t fool Kim who knew 
that Pyongyang had been contacted 
by the border people. 

In Hiding 

From that time on (1948) all rea- 
lized that it was unwise to try to hold 
any special meetings. So many lead- 
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ers, pastors, and elders were sud- 
denly disappearing, that Kim and 
other pastors of the larger churches 
never went out unaccompanied. They 
always had two strong young deacons 
as bodyguards with them. By sum- 
mer, the situation became so tense 
Kim’s elders advised him to go off 
for a few months’ vacation. This he 
decided to do and began making his 
plans, assigning various responsibili- 
ties of the congregation to different 
officers of the church. On the Mon- 
day he had arranged to leave, four 
policemen appeared at his door to 
take him off, but he hid and later, 
dressed as a farmer, escaped. He 
borrowed a little boat from a friend 
on the Tai Tong River and paddled 
up past the rapids to the quiet isola- 
tion of the mountains where the 
early Pyongyang missionaries visited 
and rested on their vacations. He 
bought a supply of rice on the way 
and caught enough fish day by day 
to complete his diet. 

Presbytery was scheduled to meet 
in October and according to the rule 
when a pastor is absent from his 
church for two months or longer 
without sufficient reason, he must re- 
sign. Both Kim and the congregation 
knew this and through secret chan- 
nels the people sent word to their 
pastor not to return because of the 
danger. By this time two thirds of 
the pastors had joined the League 
and they dominated the Presbytery. 
The Presbytery. took action dissolv- 
ing Kim’s pastoral relationship, ex- 
tended a call to a successor and 
forced Kim’s family to vacate the 
manse (doubtless under government 
pressure). 

Only League members were al- 
lowed to celebrate Christmas in 1948 
and only their congregations could 
go caroling on Christmas morning. 


Communist Control of the Church 

With the opening of 1949 the 
League had complete control over the 
churches and the Theological Semi- 
nary. Both the teachers and students 
in the Seminary had to have League 
endorsement. Regulations for church 
activity now became more rigid, 
worship was restricted to Sundays 
and Wednesdays (prayer meeting). 
Public school teachers forbade chil- 
dren to attend church and beat them 
if they did. Middle School students 
were not accepted if known to have 
church sympathies, and had to get 
guarantors who agreed to see that 
the student did not attend church. 
Schools held celebrations and ar- 
ranged trips to the hills on Sundays. 
But strange to say, church attendance 





continued to be good. The banning 
of Christians from jobs in factories 
and government offices which began 
mildly in 1948 was strictly enforced 
in 1949. 

At the urging of Kang Yang Ook 
a General Assembly of the Church 
was called for in March, 1950. The 
pastors questioned the need for the 
meeting, but the government pressure 
was such that it was held, and the 
following actions were taken: 


1. To approve the League as the 
only Church authority for Korea. 

2. To require the Presbyteries to 
bar non-League men from the 
ministry. 

The Pyongyang Presbytery met the 
following month and carried out this 
second action, erasing the names of 
the non-conformists. A book had 
been placed at the entrance of the 
church where the meeting was held, 
for any who had not thus far signed 
up to do so. Presbytery in turn di- 
rected every session to bar all non- 
conformists from the pulpit and to 
eject their families from the manses. 


Capture and Escape 


On May 27th the police caught up 
with Kim in the country, arrested 
him, and took him to a rural police 
box. The day after his arrest, when 
he was to be taken to Pyongyang, the 
police were busy rounding up the 
local youth for the army, and Kim, 
knowing the return to Pyongyang 
would mean his death, decided after 
prayer to take his life in his hands 
and attempt an escape. When a po- 
liceman left the cell block, Kim 
climbed out of an open window and 
over the back fence to freedom. The 
barley was high and he crawled 
through fields to a neighboring vil- 
lage. In an hour he heard shots that 
indicated the police were after him. 
He sought refuge that night in a 
friend’s home in the village, but as 
this friend pointed out the police 
would continue their hunt during the 
night, and since there was no possi- 
bility of hiding him in such a small 
house, he urged Kim to go to a larger 
house nearby where there would be 
some opportunity to conceal him. 
Kim went there but discovered that 
twelve local Christians had already 
taken up hiding places under the 
eaves of the house. Kim slept for 
a few hours and at dawn heard the 
sound of approaching voices. He 
rushed to the back door of the fence 
and saw through a crack a squad of 
police surrounding the house. The 
police that came to the front door 
discovered the twelve Christians, 
seven of whom were later shot, and 
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in the excitement of this discovery 
the rest of the police were attracted 
to the front door. Whereupon Kim 
was enabled to make his escape by the 
rear door. 

The police, hearing that Kim had 
been in the house, kept up a relent- 
less search for him, and his enter- 
prise in eluding them is amazing. 
That day a Christian in the village 
took him in and helped him to feign 
illness, providing towels to wrap 
around his head and preparing a na- 
tive medicine pot in which herbs and 
roots are boiled over the brazier. He 
had allowed his beard to grow, and 
being wan and weak from his im- 
prisonment, he must certainly have 
looked like a sick patient. A police- 
man came to the door, quizzed the 
poor man and left unaware that it 
was Kim. That night four men 
worked furiously until dawn digging 
a cave under the place where the cow 
was tethered to a pole near the barn. 
Having dug a cave, leaving a hole 
just large enough for a man to enter, 
they covered it with boards and straw. 
For over three months Kim lived in 
that cave, coming out only at night 
for air, exercise, and food. Police 
kept up their search, appearing at 
unexpected hours and virtually turn- 
ing the village upside down in an 
effort to find him, but it never oc- 
curred to them that the stolid bovine 
sheltered their man. 


Deliverance 


On October 19, 1950, American 
tanks roared past the village and 
Kim emerged to shout “Mansei” for 
freedom, and welcome the U.N. 
soldiers. They offered to take him 
then to Pyongyang but he felt it 
safer to wait a few days. On Octo- 
ber 25 I arrived in Pyongyang and 
met Kim. 

With the new war, Kim joined the 
trek south and is now here as my 
associate among prisoners of war, 
many like himself, victims of Com- 
munism, deception and cruelty. 

After Kim finished his story (it 
took two days to tell), the enthusiasm 
with which he recounted the arrival 
of the Americans passed, and he fell 
into subdued conversation about life- 
long comrades in the bonds of the 
Gospel, friends faithful unto death 
who had made the supreme sacrifice 
for the Lord Jesus. He mentioned 
their names, and then tears came and 
he could not go on. We closed in 
prayer and I trust the devotion and 
heroism of this humble servant of 
God will move many to a new love 
for Him who first loved us. 

THe Enp 
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Here we print the prayer requests 
of our readers. If you have a real 
burden and will promise to pray with 
us for all of the requests set forth 
here, write to us. We will assign a 
number to your request and print it. 


Many readers have written asking 
prayer for the salvation of unsaved 
relatives and friends, and for the 
restoration to fellowship of those 
who know the Lord. Let us pray for 
all those who have written concerning 
these problems and for all of our 
readers in whose homes these prob- 
lems exist. 
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SUDAN UNITED MISSION 


With thankfulness to God for the 
number of His people in whom He 
has aroused an interest in His work 
in the Sudan, the Executive Com- 
mittee of the S.U.M. wishes to place 
before these friends a statement re- 
garding the present financial position 
of that work. 

The missionaries of the British 
Branch of the S.U.M. go out to the 
field trusting in God for their sup- 
port, without any guarantee from the 
Committee, while the Committee 
recognizes responsibility in sending 
out these workers, and endeavors to 
make their needs known to the 
Christian public. 


For forty-six years, with one ex- 
ception, full living allowances have 
been paid to the staff, for although 
our faith has often been tested during 
the year, yet in answer to prayer the 
funds have been forthcoming before 
its close. Last year proved the most 
difficult financially in the history of 
the Mission, and when it ended only 
eight months’ allowances had been 
paid to the missionaries and the home 
staff. By April of this year the 
missionaries had been paid only one 
allowance. 

We therefore ask our friends to 
join with us in earnest, persevering 
prayer, that this need may speedily 
be met — about 8,000 pounds is re- 
quired — so that we may go forward 
with thankful hearts, to face the calls 
to fresh developments and further ex- 
pansion of the work which continues 
to reach us from the field. We shall 
be grateful also for their help in 
making the work of the Mission more 
widely known. 
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A husband writes “May I ask that 
you please join in praying that God 
will bless every remedy and effort 
being used to restore my wife who 
has been very ill to that degree of 
health that it may please Him in His 
infinite wisdom and love to grant 


her.” 
70 


A missionary in the Congo asks 
prayer for her mother and father — 
that the Lord may be very precious 
to her loved ones and take care of 
their physical as well as spiritual 
needs. 

71 


A California reader writes: “I 
would so much appreciate your re- 
membering my family in prayer. 
There are three of us, our son is 
helping at a local Spanish Mission 
and entering Westmont College this 
fall having felt the call to be a medi- 
cal missionary. Pray that he may be 
able to stand up under a course of 
that nature. 

“Also pray that the folks to whom 
our gift subscription is sent may have 
a true heart experience with the 
Lord.” 
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A teacher in South Carolina re- 
quests prayer that she may secure 
work as near home as possible so 
that she may be able to care for her 
eighty-year-old semi-invalid mother. 
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Please pray for a young girl, 
product of a broken-unhappy home, 
who needs medical care, constructive 
social contacts; and, above all, spir- 
itual rebirth. Pray also that her 
mother may repent of her willful 
course. 
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An Atlanta reader asks us to pray 
for her unsaved son-in-law who is 
ruining his home by his drinking. 
She, herself, was injured in an auto- 
mobile accident. She writes “I want 
everything done according to His 
blessed will, that He may get the 
glory.” 

75 

Frayer is asked for a brother-in- 
law who is suffering from a serious 
nervous affliction, believed to be 
incurable. 

“T desire, first, that he may be 
saved. He has been a high school 
and college science teacher for several 
years, and is steeped in modern 
scientific trends of thought, but ‘God 
is able.’ 

“Secondly, I would request that his 
health may be restored; third, that 
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he may soon be released from the 
hospital where he is a patient; and 
last, that arrangements may be made 
for him to live with his wife and 
child.” 

76 


Please pray for me now, as I serve 
the Lord here, that I may be faithful, 
that the Lord will give me utterance 
in preaching and teaching the things 
which I have learned, and am assured 
of ; that the Lord will open up doors 
for His Word, and an effectual door. 
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A Miami, Florida, reader asks 
prayer for the recovery of someone 
who has almost lost the sight of his 
right eye and has a cataract forming 
on his left eye. 


A Toronto reader writes: “My sis- 
ter and I are burdened about the fam- 
ily of a brother, especially for a lad 
of sixteen who has a bad temper and 
is very fond of worldly things. We 
request prayer for the whole family 
— that each. may be born again.” 
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We are asked to pray for two sis- 
ters of a Pittsburgh reader “for a 
strong conviction upon them till they 
accept the Lord’s salvation and live 
for Him.” 

80 

Pray for a reader’s brother who 
has suffered a paralytic stroke “for 
the saving of his soul.” 


A Shreveport, La., reader asks 
prayer for “a brother who has never 
accepted Christ as Saviour, and 1s 
now past middle age.” 


HE IS FAITHFUL THAT 
PROMISED 
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“T am happy to tell you prayer has 
been answered and my son and his 
family are en route to their mission 
field in Guatemala City. I am deeply 
grateful to many who faithfully 
prayed that the visas would be issued 
and the necessary funds be forth- 
coming. God supplied every need 
and we praise Him for it. 

“T shall continue to remember the 
prayer requests each month.” 
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“God does answer prayer. His 
grace and mercy are everlasting. My 
surgeon removed the cancer and pre- 
dicts there will be no recurrence. My 
recovery is remarkable due to the 
faithfulness of our God. Without 
doubt He will supply all my need. 

“Thank you for your prayers.” 











A missionary who has been work- 
ing in the Belgian Congo since 1934 
writes concerning a need for books 
for use in his work: 


“T built up one library my first 
term on the field which was destroyed 
by fire shortly after our leaving the 
field for furlough in 1939. Then the 
Lord enabled me to get a second one 
together in the course of a two-year 
period and this perished in the sink- 
ing of the ZamZam in 1941. From 
that time on I have tried to get a 
third library and have succeeded in 
securing a few but the ones that were 
lost via the water and the fire were 
actually those needed in the Lord’s 
work in Africa. 


“Perhaps you know of persons 
that have good books that they would 
be willing to give to the work of the 
Lord. I am anxious to get commen- 
taries and works of an expository 
nature, also, any works of the old 
Plymouth Brethren. You may be 
sure that they will be used wisely in 
the service of the Lord in the Belgian 
Congo where we have had the joy 
of serving Him since 1934. Much 
translation work lies ahead of us and 
the books will be a big help in this 
phase of our missionary endeavor.” 


Books for this missionary library 
may be sent to Erernity, P.O. Box 
2000, Philadelphia 3, Penna. 
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